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The etter.tion of the Bureau is ‘invited to the fact that 
me I-23 s0ns were authorized in Bureau teletyvpes dated 
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authcrity conteined in refererced teletpes for the install 
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Unless advised to the contrary, this office will assume 
action will be teken by the Bureau and th:t the euthor 
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United States Department of Justice. - 


Federal Burean of Investigation 
500 “idener Puilding 
Philadelphia, 5, oe gee 


November 1, 1946 
JUSTIFICATION FOR BO RINUATTON OF TEC 


OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 


RE: Title NATIONAL “WERRC porcenee 


Character of Case INTERNALS: (C) 


Un Field Office Philadel Sci 
Symbol Number a, ae iNet, 
Type of Surveillance: Technical or 


sRovophona:) $2 
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Subject's name and address: 


NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
2307 North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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2. Location of technical operation: t \ 5 A 
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So. Dates of initial authorization and installation: . 
Date of authorization - August 30, 1946 pee 
Late of installation - September 3, 1946 por OO 
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4. Previous and other installations on the same subject (with dates and 
places): 


None. 
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indication of specific value of each item and what use was made 
of each item of information involved: 
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See attached sheet. 
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| o 
owing valuable information was obtained from Confidential Informant 


since the date of its installation, September 3, 1946. Information 
received from the informant is set forth in chronological order.. a 


oD 

9/5/46 Gas .:.::-: that ARTHUR HUFF FAUSET, Negro leader and Presi- 

ent of the United Peoples Action Committee, would return to 

Philadelphia at the end of September, 1946. On the same date 

information was also received from the informant of a meeting 

of the United Peoples Action Committee at their headquarters 

at 2307 North Broed Street. Information was also received con- 

cerning the next meeting of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS on 

September 11, 1946. b2,476€ 


9/10/46 dvised that in a conversation with” 77 

related that members of the United Peoples 

Action Uo ee were busy publicizing the Housing Rally to 

be held at Town Hall on September 13, 1946. This rally was 

sponsored by the Student Veterans Committee of Philadelphia. 

As a result of this information reflecting that the Commnist- 

dominated UPAC and other Communist groups in the city were 

backing this rally, agents of this office attended the rally to 

determine the full extent of the Communist influence. 


9/13/ EE 23 203 that the Philadelphia Council of the American 

ewish Congress was taking the lead in organizing a demonstra- 
tion against the "heartless and inhuman acts of the British 
Government in Palestine®. The informant stated that the purpose 
of this demonstration was to arouse the public opinion so that 
the American public would speak up boldly and influence the 
government against the callous-policy of the British Government. 
In this matter informant advised that there would be a mass 
Gemonstration and parade on Monday, September 16, at 8 p.m. at 
the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel. The United Peoples Action Committee 
and the Philadelphia NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS were contacted, md 
a request was made that a delegate from each of these two orgmi- 
zations be present at the demonstration. Again in this matter 
this office received information reflecting the extent of the 
Communist influence in the Philadelphia Council of the American b2 
Jewish Congress. 


67D 
9/19/46 —_ advised that the United Peoples Action Committee would 
id the yearly election of officers on October 1, 1946. In- 
formant advised that CONCHITA PORTER, a member of the National 
Executive Board of the NATIONAL NEGKO CONGRESS, the paid kecording 
Secretary of UPAC, and one of the active leaders in the reorganiza- 
tion of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS, would leave Philedelphia to 
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move to Detroit, Michigan. On the same date informant also ad- . 

vised that the Nominating Committee of UPAC would meet that 

evening and decide whom they were to place in office for the 
ear. The latter information was discreetly furnished 
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9/25/.6EE eported that the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS and the United 
Peoples Action Committee were active in campaigning for the elec- 
tion of Dr. JOHN K. RICE, candidate for Congress from the Fourth 
Congressional District on an independent ticket. It is known 
that RICE has the support of the C. P., U.S.A., Third District, 


and the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions in this city. 


10/3/46 C.. ; ... that the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS and the United 
Peoples Action Committee were planning an "Anti-Lynch Rally" 
to be held December 13, 1946, either at Town Hall or Convention 
Hall, Philadelphia. Informant also advised that the Philadelphia 
N.N.C. had sent out letters to ISAAC WOODWARD, the blinded veteran 
from New York City, and to CLARK FOREMAN in an attempt to obtain 
JOE LOUIS for the occasion and were considering sending other 
letters to prominent Negroes in New York City requesting that 
they be present at this rally in Philadelphia. 


10/5/46 QR acvised that ARTHUR HUFF FAUSET, active Negro leader, 
who recently resigned as Principal of a Philadelonia publi 
school, is presently actively engaged in the political campaign 
in support of the independent candidate, Dr. JOHN K. RICE. 
Informant also reported that FAUSET at the present time carries 

* on his business at the office of LENEKTE ROBERTS. 


a hat UPAC would give a party on 
supoort of Dr. JOHN K. RICE. 


10/16/46 advised that dissension existed between ARTHUR HUFF 
FAUSET and GOLDIE WATSON. GOLDIE WATSON has been the leader 
of the Bi-Partisan Committee for a Pennsylvania FEPC and is 
known to have worked in close contact with Magistrate JOSEPH 
NAINEY, the President of the Philadelphia Branch of the NAACP. 
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109717/46 GB 2cvises that ARTHUR HUFF FAUSET was a member of an : ak 
Executive Board of the Citizens Polical Action Committee in ~* 
{° __—s-—- Philadelphia. | ba 


o?D 
10/18/46 hgh that the Philadelphia Civil Rights Congress was 
working in conjunction witn the American Crusade to End Lynching 


in supporting the Anti-Lynching Rally to be held on December 
13, 1946. 


‘,7 > “ 

° ; ‘ 

j . ‘ 
“s, ~~. a ~2.? 


10/21/46 GD «-portes that the funds of the United Peoples Action 
Committee had fallen pretty low and that the group actually had 
a deficit of approximately $700.00. The UPAC has been known as 
the official representative group of ‘the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
in Philadelphia. With the reorganization of the NATIONAL NEGRO 
CONGRESS in Philadelphia, it is imperative to know in advance 
what action will be taken by AKTHUR HUFF FAUSET, head of UPAC, 


and whether or not the latter organization will dissolve in favor 
of the N.N.C. yp 4 


10/24/46 QE - e por tea that the Civil Rights Congress would hold ” 
meetings at the UPAC Center of 2307 North Broad Street. 


Confidential Incornant I: been of invaluable assistance in fur- 
nishing information regarding the plans of ARTHUR HUFF FAUSET, the United 
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Peoples Action — and the reorganization of the NATIONAL NEGRO 22 


CONGRESS. From it has been ascertained that the reorganization pw? 
plans of the N.N.C. have thus far been considered unsuccessful. it is 

believed that this informant should be continued so that information will 

come to the attention of this office beforehand concerning the action to 

be taken in the reorganization of this new group. 
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yould above information have been obtained from other sources and by e 
Other means? | 


No. 


Has security factor changed since installation? 


No. 


Any request for the surveillance by outside agency (give name, title 
and agency): 


No. 


Manpower and costs involved: 
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No additional cost. 
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10. Remarks (By SAC): 


o/5 


Remarks (added at Seat of Government): It is recommended that tiiis technical 
surveillance be continued in view of the fact that it has provided inforza- 
tion for the Puiladelphia Office concerning the Communist Front activities 
within that area, not only on the part of the ational Necro Convress but 

of organizations such as the Through *::is 
surveillence infcrmation has also been obtained showing the political a:ti- 
vity on the part of the National Negro Congress in that it supported the 

Same candidates as supported by the Communist Party and that it nas sus..ricc 
the various anti-lynch and racial rallys held in the area. 
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Recommendation by Assistant Director: [ have carefully reviewed the informa- 
tion contained herein and it is my recommendation that this technical sur- 
veillance be continued for an additional 60 days. 

6; a ne 


BOWL COCR oe ee 


rr = 


- — 
. eee 
~~ 
. mi 
> ; 
" 


Fe 


) 


: : 
” 
— 
4 
& 


eal F. 
“Baty 
"*¥ Ly 2 


1353. Recommendation by the Assistants to the Director: 
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» NATIONAL. NEGRO CONGRESS | sek ee ee wy 
x _ Detroit Branch ann ee 3 st ae . eh 
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work. with’ unions to> “get equal. ‘treatment’ ‘for negro: of % 

. workers, , ‘The NNC zcampaign : -for-10,000-members for: eared 

=! 1946 had obtained 1,334.; “United. Negro ‘and Allied®:** « 
7 Nee ans ‘of America; headquarters’ are éstablished"4.<* 
: [NNCPoffices and the UNAVA“officers-‘are nom, “." 
-NNC: affiliates. ° No’ indications of other ‘+, ie, 
veterans! activities in ‘other ‘fields.  NNC. National’: 
7 “ Headquarters scheduled to pore: from New York C a 7: 
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The Labor Connit tee of the NNC_ is composed. of the following 
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The Forum Committee, the purpose of which, according to 
informants of this office, is to furnish speakers to address sympathetic groups 
and is believed to be composed of the following individuals. 


CHRISTOPER C. ALSTON * FELIX MAISE * 


HODGES }SASON *# | EDTARD TOLAN *# 
JOHN ‘ i | oie 9! : 


Information available relative to the Social Committee of 
' the NNC reflects the following individuals who are associated with it. 
y 


Miss cCLELLAN, Chairman LEON EN vw * 
“ VERA VANDERBERG * 
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COLEMAN SWOUNG * 


The "Pittsburgh Courier" of Fetruary 16, 1946, reported 
thet COLEMAN YOUNG was President of the East Side Unit of the NNC but a member~ 


_ Ship bulletin issued by the NNC at the same time reflects the dian Siti a 
- to be officers of that ow 
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It is believed that this club nests ‘dow in the Teamsters 
Committee Room at Schiller Hall inasmuch as the writer has observed notices a 
of meetings posted at the entrance ofthis ‘hall,~<».- AGAR § ASUS ope ee eB wae 
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Officers of the Eight Mile Road Unit of the NNC as re~ 
ported by the "Pittsburgh Courier”, July 27, 1946, are as follows: 


_ BERNSECE AVERY eit “Vice President * 
. : Secretary «.. .3 eat 
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'. . COLEMAN YOUNG, who: is listed as an : eeeat On Board member, 

- is the State Adjutant of United Negro Allied Veterans of America, a Communist 
controlled negro veterans club, and has been ‘reported to.be the Midwest Director | 
of the NNC although his activities by him in this regard have not come to the 
attention of this office. He has been out of the Navy for about a.year and 
oresently was the organizer for the United Publishing Workers Union. 6) C 


= ,7) 
advised that VERA VANDERBERG is going to disassociate herse rom the NNC by b2 
the first of the coming year and her position will be taken over by FR‘NCIS 
PRICE. PRICE; Previously to associating with the NNC of this year, was Secre- 
tary of CLAUDZ\VILLIAMS, head of the Peoples Institute of Applied — 

a Communist infiltrated and dominated organisation. 
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C. Claimed Accomplishments and Current Aims 


A pamphlet a sicaiad ies the NNC. 1. connection with thair ; toe 


} Tenth “fnniversary Convention er the ct oeeetere. of ‘tne NHC, 
-in Detroit, during 1945. : : | 
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Campaign for expulsion of BILBO 
of Mississippi 


Checked Checker Cab discrimination 


Took leadership in ae negro 
| veterans 8 he 


Fought _for wdbevens’ housing signe: 
Supported the General Motors strike 
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Fought discrimination in the American 
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The above-listed accomplishments would indicate that the 
NNC is an extremely active organization but actually it does not have much 
standing or prestige in the City of Detroit and all of the actual accomplish 


ments of it during the past year were achieved principally through their coop- 
erating with other groups. 


The same circular listed the following ene of the 
Detroit Council of the NNC for 1946, 
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* In July of this year, “the Detroit Cheater of the WC 


lodged a campaign or 10,000 new members. e general chairman of the drive 
was Reverend A, C. AMS. Mrs. MAD headed the Women's Division 
of the campaign. 4% : 


‘In 1945, the NNC’ clained: to have 4 ‘Kiseectiin ‘of 2 500 ae 
and y wished to materially increase this year. However, on October 15th, 27D 
reported to this office that the total membership of the NNC this yea:'- 

»344, and that they were abandoning: their. membership “drive as of that date. - 
it may be noted that the NAACP in Detroit had a membership of 22,000 last year 


and their current membership campaign with the 30,000 member goal reached only 


17,000 which, although representing a decrease, does not show such a high 
proportion of loss as the NNC suffered. 


De Miscellaneous Matters 
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At the Tenth Anniversary Convention held on June 1, the 
convention voted that the National Headquarters of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
should be moved from New York City to Detroit. Since that time the functionaries 
locally of the NNC have been busily engaged in attempting to expedite this trans~ 


fer of the headquarters and apparently the national functionaries in New York . 
have been omally as busy trying to prevent ite i : 
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the headquarters, and that there was some indication that the headquarters “- 
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i relative to this proposed move of 


would be moved to Chicago instead of to Detroit, but that he was making every © bR 


effort through Party channels to get the move made to Detroit. . Information, = 3 iid 
,has been subseouently received ‘reg = the national functionaries of 
the CP have definitely decided that ational Headquarters of. the NATIONAL: . 

NEGRO CONGRESS should be in Detroit/¢hd a move will be peg in the Mong A at 
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It, GENERAL ACTIVITIES 
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A. Pwotest to the Board of Education 
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‘~ Commencing” in February of this year, the NNC initiated a 
campaign to senreve the facilities of Miller High School. This. school is 


located in the hear& of the negro community on the east side and is nearly 


one hundred per cent negro. It is greatly overcrowded and the NNC claims, 

in addition to lack of space, that the courses offered to this school were 

not comparable to those offered by high schools located in other sections 

of the town. It claimed that it should be equipped with a swimming pool, 

boys! gym, sports fields, auditorium, and have more advanced courses. They 
held conferences with the School Board concerning this matter and held an _. 
out-door rally on the east side in connection with the drawing-up of a peition 
which they presented to the School Board, demanding action in connection with | 
this matter.. The chlmination of these activities was the announcement in July | 
by the School Board that a new high school would’ be constructed and the lMiller ~ 
School would be converted to its originally intended intermediate school use. 
Tre School Board did offer additional courses requested by the NNC. The NNC 
also protested to the School Board in April relative to a series of anti-negro 
incidents occurring in the Cleveland Intermediate School where it was claimed 

a white instructor pushed a negro girl through a glass door and the gym in- 
structor was alleged to have used the word, "nigger" in addressing members 

of the race. The conference of the NNC functionaries and the School Board 


wes had over these incidents and it was reported that efforts would be made 
to eliminete matters of racial discrimination. 


B. The Eight Mile Road Condemnation Suits 


The city is attempting to develop a park site in the negro 
community located at Eight Mile Road and Wyoming. It has been necessary to take 
condemnation proceedinzs against twenty-two negro families residing in that area 
and will result in their being evicted from their homes, Although it-is a negro 
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— and the project will result in a benefit to the negroes, the condeana- 
tion is being attached by the NATIONAL NEGRO OONGRESS as a plan to eliminate 
negroes from that section of the city, Even though this is a most improbable 
stand, it nevertheless gives thea the opportunity to get a lot of publicity in 
the matter and in July they, in conjunction with the Communist Party, held an 
outdoor protest gathering and at the present time the city is taking no action 


towards the rance of its park pl<=as. 
peta £2,479 
that the NNC is considering an organizational 


sit-down strike by WT owners in case they are not able to block the con—- 
demnation proceedings. The matter is at the present time in an inactive status. 


C. Death Blow to Jip Crow Campaizsn 


In May, the NNC organized a "Death Blow to Jim Crow Day" 
and adopted the slogan, "Death Blow to Jim Crow” for the Tenth Anniversary 
Convention which was scheduled for the latter part of the aonth. b7c 


MC member and former Olympic athlete lg 
was reported as chairman of the “Dea 
o Jim Crow Day were successful in getting Mayor JEFFRIES 


to proclaia May 17, 19446, as "Death Blow to Jim Crow Day” anti they had a button 
selling campaign in connection with it. 


waited on r/JEFFRIES to obtain a ne 
: IATHLESYCHATIS, 
HATZ, Executive Secretary 


ERSON and ARTHUR BOWMAN, 
vised that this Death 
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Successes 
De Activities of the labor Comittee 


: On April 13, and 20, 1946, the MNC held a meeting of trade 
unionists, They met at the Civic Center, Detroit, for the purpose of organizing 
a Labor Committee for the purpose of: 


le Assisting the unions and solving the probless 
of negro members; 


2- To equip the negro worker to advance as a success 
ful and active trede wnionists for the strengthen- 
ing of the union, for the fighting for negro rights 
as a worker and as a citisen, 
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REVELS CAYTON, 5 “National ‘Rasoutive szchae oY- ‘the NATIONAL, | 

SGRESS , was scheduled to be the: -leading’ speaker: -at™ this meeting, | “42 : 

- +7 D 
A letter furnished this office on an + letterhead 

and dated September 4, 1946, stated that the Labor ee of the NNC meets 47D 

every Saturday at the NNC office at 2 p.m., and apparently was a mimeographed. 


letter which had been sent to all. the negro vA: members whose names they could 
obtain, Sed Nas 62: oe ; £g* ee. . : : a a eae fis 


No actual activity .of this. ttee. has come -to-the atten- ry 


“tion of this office with the exception of a statement appearing in the "Pittsburgh 


Courier" dated March 16th, stating that the Labor Committee of the Detroit Chapter 
of the NNC was having a drive to defeat the Case Bill. It will be noted that 
this date is prior to the actual formation of the-committee,. 


E. Protest to the Police Department 


~~ 


The negroes of the City of Detroit have ee “alleged that 


: they are the object of police brutality and-discrimination and the negro press. 


reports incidents almost every week where negroes have been allegedly discrimina- 
ted against. The NNC is frequently referred to as lodging a protest with the 
Police Department over the treatment afforded some negro who has been arrested. 


On June 30, 1946, the aforementioned Labor Committee of the 


-..NNC was holding a party.at 91 East Willis. Thirty-six people were present, a 


few of whom were white, The police raided this party and arrested all the thirty- 


-Six persons, keeping them overnight in jail and charging them with illegal sale 


of liquor on the premises. Numerous well~know Communists were in the group. ~~ 
Astorm of protest resulted from this incident, emanating from the Civil Rights © 
Congress, the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS and the local Communist Party, and subse~ 
quently the complaints concerning the persons were dismissed but the NNC has. 
used this incident as a foundation for a campaign to end police terrorism, and 
two weeks after the above arrest was made, they had a large inter-racial dance 
which was announced as being in protest to police terrorism. 


. F. General Membership Meeting 


The NNC holds general membership meetings once a month, This 
office receives announcements of these meetings. 


On Sunday, April 28, 1946, a general member ship norting was 
held to formulate —_ for the meabership Tee 
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On Mav 19 . 1946 >a porn} membership meeting was } held to 
organi ze for the Tenth Anniversary Convention. : 
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On June 23, 1946, EDWARD “ENSTONG,; fiational NNC yr ae 


--gddresSed-the general membership meeting on the subject ‘of ‘the significane of 


the NNC petition to the United Nationse 


On July 28, 1946, the general membership meeting was desig- 
nated as a membership rally to end police injustices, at which the principal 
speaker was the Reverend SAFRAN, a white minister from Marysville, Michigan, 


who had recently achieved notoriety races rs en a — 
from his pulpit. ; - a, 


© 


| \ _- On August 25; 1946,"8 general membership meeting wes held at 
which RUSS* CO’ 


AN, Managing Editor of the "Michigan Chronicle", negro weekly 
newspaper, ‘spoke on the "Story of Monroe, Georgia". This related to the quadruple 
lynching which hac recently occurred in Monroe. 


All of the general membership meetings are held at 114 Erskine, 
Detroit, Michigan, which is the Twelvé Horsemen's Civic Center and also where the 
offices of the Detroit Branch of the NNC are located. 


G. Veterans’ Activities ~ ett EN ETS. a Ps 


In January, the NNC took the lead in organizing a group of 
veterans who were called the Veterans Organising Committee. This committee was 
operated from January through April and received the support of the Communist 
Party locally in their efforts to organize negro veterans in piney te A 

In April, the United Negro and Allied Veterans of America 
held an organizational conference in Chicago at which this organization was 
formed, and the Veterans Organizing Committee of Detroit participated in this 
conference and the members of the committee and the veterans affiliated with 
it associated themselves with the UNAVA. COLEMAN YOUNG, previously identified, 
and reportedly a director of the NNC, was elected National Vice Commander of 
the UNAVA, The local offices of the UNAVA are maintained at the NNC offices 
but since the formation of UNAVA, the NNC itself has taken no active part in L2 
any veterans group or the organization of any erans group 
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H, Miscellaneous 


Miscellaneous activities engaged in by. the NNC seeiuted the - 


announced investigation by them of the banning of a temporary dwelling at New 


Baltimore, kichigan, where some laborers had been imported by the railroad to 3 
work. The NNC also participates actively in the Committee to Abolish Poll Tax 


-, 88 do all other Communist fronts. -VERA VANDERBERG, “the Executive, , Secrefary,: WS” : 
- represents the NNC at~the meetings of this/egnnittee although there ‘has ‘been 


no actual demonstration of ee as _— hha ‘from this 
committee, | a el at a 
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“The Communist Party ‘domination of ‘thé officers and Executive 
Board members of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS is indicated by the large number 
of them who are associated with the CP. 


Appropriate notations indicating CP 
effiliations were made eemeaelall the first part of this 
report. | | ws ; i bre. 


The sentiie sotiemmehe of this office report there is con-4 & 
tinual contact between the NNC and lc a, D 


, Part + Punctiona 2S and oF April -19 
1946, for example 


: = 
eported on April 23, 1 —a . 
of the NNC, contacted to Gotermine: what negro 
candidates the NNC should support in the primary electionse ae | 


_REVELS CAYTON, National Executive Secretary of the NNC, &7 4 2 
according - was in town on July 3lst and he conferred with 
concerning programs of the NNC, 


On August 13, 1946, a memorial march was organized by the 
Committee To End Racial Injustice and Terrorism.- This Committee was formed by 
JACK RASKIN, Executive Secretary of the Civil"Rights Congress, a CP controlled 
groupe EDD and CHRIS ALSTON, both prominent members of the NNC, were, 
according to 


active in the formation of this, Committees | The NNC itself 
participated wholeheartedly in the progre 
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The above contacts of the NNC functionaries with the local 
Perty functionaries are set out because they are verypertinent. As previously 
stated, numerous contacts, in fact almost daily contacts > are had between the two 


* , a fd se » to” ‘<a. 
“J. 


7 


_a« >? 
ge ye-P EB N-D - i Pe ee Se 
. ge ae ee mee TP Sets: oe ee R Weer Me 


_ -° 


. ; 
a 
ee Per er re Ae = 


. 7 " - 
m). ‘ 
s . 


. on. oe See ore’) Bids cms + 


ssf & ‘ * ~ . oe ; ¢ ; 
-* ee te eT PATNA —=-™,  .¢ . > 4 “- 
; r . 
. . 6 * ° is . * 


>. * 
“ & 
‘ . © ‘* 


. , - 
e « 
- a Ss. : 


a s 
“"’. UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
| te 
os 


" ° ~ am + = a — ~* 2» . = + ~~... ~ = > - = - 14 
BTN RE RARE RW TL FO O79 BON 
7 , ‘ ~~ 


= 
-* 
> 


-.4 
x, - 


; ay Bile bk 
» J : " - 


THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 


+ 


> 
. ~ e ~ of * 
™ ‘ + 4 . ‘ | ‘ ° oo. « 


At Detroit, Michigan: ~ 
Will follow and r 


eport the activities of Subject groupe 
SR ae his OM © Set ae CO oe ne MMR ac 


. ; »* . 
@) Aun Sd 
ie > 
‘ iy 


Ah 


ee, ae 


5 


" 
, 


* 
; 


a 

> 
-/ . a 
—« 

> 


a 


-PENDING-~. 


. 
’ 


fe 


7 
‘cum « Soe 4 
+ » ane | 


A 
i, 


~ 4s oF ay nra Z 


7 oe: J s, , 
Fa tn of ae Dh 
’ . 4 , , 
; . a . 4 


> qo 


i, 


‘4 ad, 


Ww SPN Wl -- RS ine oS ,.. Oe “Pa 
ad x — pe - 9 . a *=2 Ao e ~ aa alt . 
. *- - . ° _- ’ a - 

. o a . 


. 
7 


OS ow Ree pares: 


- 
‘oT hr Ne eevee APY, oe er . 


XXXXXX 
XXXXX 
XXXXX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


: 
7 ae . * > 
*’ vr 
i eee 


4 ; ae 4 ; *r. ‘ et Peet ' 
, , ’ 5 OE w fo? 
& > ; a “4@ i} “ 
. baa nh Rees * Otro? t > shh + APIA 
, 


ole. 


-— 


ee ee — 


Page(s) withheld entircly at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


aa me nee " toler 5 CS a ese) 
ot | e z= 2 j | < . eo *-e . 
RTS pinnae A oe 


Deleted under excmption(s) with no segregable 
material availabic for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


~ 
wf «J 
re 


“5 
al 5 ; > 
} " 
= itn 


> pm sr gk 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your namc is listed in the title only. 


dia 
WA ane 


i> 
‘,d»> 


7 . 

. oe 

op " PPG a . 
dos to i eeeiten: ate ailetoean FNS oF «: 


Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


< 
’ # . ’ 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


ne 
5 6 
.' i *> “ 7 - 


— eA, ? 
) 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): a) 
» 


a, 

a. 

- 

> 

Tr « * 

¢, = 
a s. 
a3 
i ° +a 
st 
-% 
° ~~ 
? " 

— 

~~ “ 
, | 


_~ 
| 
al 7 
=— ® 
> ¢ 
"y 
“LE = j 
\ 


[-} For your information: 


° =i 
oo , ea. *'sS 


Taf The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


EPS ee PF Pe ge Le ce 


. 
tin PS. SRS 


* oe 


° 4 ; ? ‘a *; 
if “a < ‘es M4 Spy re lry ATU os 


XXXXXXXXXAAXAX 
DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 


FOR THIS PAGE ‘ 
XXXXXXXXXXARAXAAXXXXAX 


o* ' ey ~*. 
bu & a 
e@ 


» eT ig _“ sate ® 
»" : é « @ 4deet / "12% ; 
‘\-t- a “he a. ear 


o/s 
» . ; 
y 
. 2 


EN EP OT TY Re, Re ren ON ep re me + 
E tg ’ ; ,* . ; * a sae > 


- 


’ +? ' 
as! oben Lael Pees a _—-e “as < 


FEUCKAL BDurctr. ub Sle sth, sere 
U.S. DEPAKIMENT« ='t" TICE 


COMM UR Re ta 


ed 


“b+ fees > a 


Pies nen aan Eee 
a y 


I 


IAS!: FROM NEW YORK 12 


JIREC TOR URGENT 


— : _ - 
. aaa? mp4, 
i.4. »? an | >! 


“he 


oe ge ~v. ep gts: Aa lp oF S Oe 


~ 


D a - 
NATISNAL MZGRO CONGRES SS, ISC.».A FRONT PAGE ARTICLE. BY NELSO™ 


! 


. ——7 


A 


AP?EANS IN TODAYS NE) YORK WORLD. TELEGRAM STATING IN PART THAT 
HAS TAKE! A DECISIVE STEP TOWARDS CLEARING ITSELF OF THE TAINT OF COti- 
UNIS", QUOTE I! A STERNLY WORDED LETTER CRACKING DOWN ON ITS TWO 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTs: 
Colored CP menbers in San Diego plan to provoke 
San Diego cafe operators, into violation of State 
fnti-Discrimination laws, bring sui d divide 
. , sponsored 
Diego 10-7-4f, at which 
Reyerend i. JeiUTCHESON, 


Diego NNC. GEOR 
Ss mémbe an Diero NNC Executive 


») Pers 7 
* 


L£7Cc 


attended recent State CP Uonvention in 
rancisco, at which organization and activi- 
ties of NNC were discussed, 
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icze:1& & eport of Special’ Agen 
? AS Diego, California, October 8, 1946. 
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of the San Diego County Commun Partiv 
Stated that he and B 
together with some Members or une ANNU, had c i Way LO raise 


\ funds for the NNC and the CP in a hurry. A aaee of cafes in the 
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Heights area will not serve negroes and as a result of this, ay 

are maxing an effort to ascertain which of these places practice - 
crimination. After this is done three or four colored members will go into 
each place, get Chensetves thromm out and file charges against the proprietor. 


aid the usual s m on such a charge is ‘100 to each person complain- 
1% « and two other persons recently filed such a 
charge against the Nineteenth Street Cafe in San Diego and that the money 


collected would be split between the NNC and the CP. 
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stated that a NNC sponSored meet- 
ing was scneduled for at the lMiemorial High School. At this 
meeting rAUL ROBESON would speak and sing. A colicction would be taken from 
‘hich they noped to raise : whi divided between the national 
and the local NNC. that the NNC local in San §2(,P? 
Dicgo really had a resident in Reverend dW. J. EVUICHESON, minists 


largest negro church, the thel Baptist Church of logan Heights. 
according —m fully aware of the role the Comnunist Part 
playing in the organization and is very agrecable to it. As an example, 
roint t that when it was announced that ROBESOL y ome to San ego, 
was rather skeptical about it until told him that the 
Comaunist Party office in Los Angeles had gal orm them they could 
C: vain ROBESON for the San Diego meeting. ais... wit 
: he necessary arrangements for-the mecting. 
is the only white member of the NNC Executive Board in Sar 
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is very elated over the San Diego s2t-ir £72 


tion should be kept under cover becau-~e 

ic TEece t: who cooperated with the Communist Paty 
during tne recent pl s in the negro district, were 
later fired from their jobs. that before the ROBESON mecting 
t-c Cormunist Party will sell Feople's Vjorlds and distribute election materiai 
21 front of the school. A special attempt would be made to mobilize as many 
Communist Party mcmbcrs as possible so that a good coverage could be effected 
end also to cnable the Communist Farty to throw the Trotskyites out if they 
rade their appearance, ee D 


On October 8, 1946, Pr the DA 


fo.slowing information: 


At 7:30 P. Me on October 7, 1946, the NATIONAL NEGRO CO:;GRESS 
neld a mass meeting in the hemorial Junior High School ostensibly fer the 
cirnese Of cempaignins for the Feir Employment Practices Ccmnittee. it 1¢ 
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estimated that there were approximately 1500 persons present about 75 per cent 
of whom were negroes. The auditorium, including the balcony, was filled to 
capacity and people were standing in the rear. Many Jmowm Communists and IC 
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The meeting was opened by Rev. Wi. J. HUTCHESON of the BETHEL 
BAPTIST CHURCH, also Presiden at the San Diego Chapter of the NATIONAL NEGRO 
CONGRESS, who introduced SA“BROWN as the Master of Ceremonies. BROWN, a negro, 
is a member of Rev. HUTCHESON's congregatica, and took no part in the program 
other than to introduce the speakers. The first speaker of the evening was RAY 
> ORKOWSKI, who represented the CIO Council. MORKOWSKI said very little concern- 
ing the FEPC but imaediately launched his talk on world politics in which he 
censored Secretary of State JAiES BYRNES and the "get tough with Russia policy". 
he indorsed allAemocratig-€éandidates in the coming elections although he 
commented tha’ DAIL ang“GODFREY were not considered desirable from the viewpoint 
of the "Progressives", ets 
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roi al Chairman of the local FEPC campaign committee, 
fosloved MORKOWSKI and confined his address to the merits of the FEPC. However, 
he ridiculed the red scare in connection with the FEPC campaign, saying that the 
only thing the FErC represented was the equality of race. AS an example, he 
said that when he attended the Annapolis Naval Academy they taught the doctrine 
tnat ali men are equal regardless of race, creed or color, and pointed out that 
certainly there can be nothing sudversive about such a doctrine as this and there- 
fore there could be nothing subversive or Red about the FEPC as that is all it 
stands for. LDVTZER dwelled on the fact that he was a Naval Officer in both wars 
t> give his talk a loyal touch. As explained by MINTZER, the FEPC will only give 
to the ncgroes that which was granted thom 78 years ago, when the 14th Anencnmcat 
vas added to the Constitution. Ye stated that he had obtained the almost 100 p21 
cont endorseient of the #inisterial Association for the FEPC. 
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FRED M.“BERRY (phonetic) representing the AFL (Ingineers) endorsed 
the FErC stating tiiat in tne AFL there was no diccrimination against negroes or 
Stuer minority groups. lie censored the groups who arc opposed to the FEPC 
identifying ti:cse groups as the Cha ber of Commerce, the National Association 
of Manufacturers, and The ‘Jomen of the Pacific. BERRY stated by way of identifj- 
ing himscif that he was born and raised in Holland, coming to the thited States 
rhnen twenty-six years of age. 


The principal speaker of tne evening was FAUL ROBESON, who sang 
several songs before delivering his address. In this manner he endeared himself 
to his audience before his speech, as it must be admitted that he is an artist. 
ROBESON is an excellent speaker and was well reccived by his audience, as was 
demonstratcd by their applause of his evory statement. <=t apocarcd that ®oFESON 
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was angered, as immediately before coming to San Diego he had appeared before 
the TENNEY COMMITTEE investigating un-American activitics and was questioned 
conceiming his Communistic activities. He stated that he had been asked by 
ToNWEY if he were a member of the Communist Party, to which he scornfully re- 
plicd "jhy don't you ask me if I am a member of the Republican or Democratic 
rarvy?". ie further explained to his audience that considering the condition 

f the vorld today if he were to join a political party tomorrow it would 
probably be tlic Communist Party. ROBESON praised the work of the Spanish 
Rcopublicans and s tated that he told TSNWNEY that the Committee could do more 

eood if they would direct their efforts towards the removal of FRANCO from Spain. 
ic paintea a very rosy picture of Sovict Russia, saying there was no discrimina- 
tion in Russia becausc of Racc but that all peoples, ncgroes, Jcws, and Russians 
were on an equal level. To make his statcments sound authentic he explained 
that he had traveled in Russia, and that his son, who is now attcnding Cornell 
University, had becn cducated in Russia. <e said that america has somchow 
sotten off tnc path of progress, explaining that in 1776 we were going forward 
Dut that today Sovict Russia is forging ahcad, and will dictate the policics of 
the world, that we in America had better gct back on this popular path. He 
stressed the fact that the Comnunists cither control or are a powerful party 

in such countrics as Yugoslavia, China, France, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, 
humania, and Grececc. And said that if there is a war between Amcrica, Mmgland, 
and Sovict Russia, we will not only be fighting Russia, but thc above-naned 
countrics as well as most of the rost of the world. 
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ROBESON admitted that a dictatorship exists in Sovict Russia today, 
out cxpszined that this is neccessary inasmuch as the Soviet Union in 1917 
‘se the most illiterate country in the world and that according to the principais 
or Uarx, Socielism should be introduced in a Union advanced in education. The 
dictatorship was necessary to overcome the illiteracy. Ne further explaincd 
Aowever, that tue Soviet Union has made great strides in the education of her 
neopic *o the point where 95 per ccnt are now literatc, but did not say why the 
cictatorship had not beon abolished since the educaticn of the people. he reed 
-acerpts from a speech which he delivcred in Madison Square Garden, and stated 
tat hc was going to repeat this passagc cvery day for one hundred days. 
: EXCOS BAXER, JR. presided whiie a collection vias boing taken stating 
that the moncy was for the cstablishment of a regional office on the Pacific 
Coast of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS; that the officc would dc in San Francisco. 
LEANER first appealed for somcone to contribute $100.00. Being unsuccessful he 
asked for $50.00. There were no voluntcers so he asked for %25.00 and reccived 
tzo donators. One was TONY SWITH and the othcr was unknown to the writcr. 
“men he reached the 21.00 requests he reccived several voluntecrs. ROBESON 
pledged an wnstated portion of his income to the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS. 


hombership application blanks for the NNC were passed out to all 
present. B<efore the meeting, and in front of the school the People's Yorlc 
rewspapcr was sold and literature for the NC-PAC, tho FerC, and a circuia> 
indersing ARCHIE BROW, Communist candidate for Cuovoin.’, i2s passea out. 
éfier the mecting the Trotskyites gave away copics of tncir newspaper {re 
Pitacont 
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The October 8, 1946 edition of the San Diego Tribune, Sunday 
newspaper, carried an article —— the heading "ROBESON SPEAKS AGAINST FASCISU". 
This article stated as follovs 


M>AUL ROBESON, Negro baritone, 'if forced to make a choice! 
of political parties at the moment, probably would choose the 
Communist party, he told a San Dicgo audience last night. Earlior, 
in Los Angeles, he had rtold a state legislative committee he was 
not a Communist but is 'strongly anti-fascist.' 


"The time will come when wo will need an organization with 
its roots in the labor masscs which will take militant political 
action, ROBINSON declared here, speaking before a meeting called by 
the National Negro Coneress of San Dicgo at Memorial Junior High 
school. 


Divides Classes 


"tForcecs of Fascism, working in a desperate hurry, have 
managed to divide labor and management and Whites and Negroes,’ 
ROBESON Said. 


"The Singer said he had been asked whether he was a member 
the Communist Party and that he had replied "hy don't you ask 
wnether I am a Republican or a Democrat? The Communist party 
a logel party. if i were forced to make a choice right now, I 

robagiy vould join the Communist party.! 


"Sarlicr yesterday ROBESON testified bofore a joint state 
legislative committec on un-Amcrican ag#ivities in Los Angeles. 
Ze told the committee, of which FREQARAFT, San Dicgo Republican 
assomblyman is a member, that he vad strongly anti-Fascist, but 
not a Communist, the United Press roported. 


Defines Fascist Ain 


nq , as a Hezro, know tnat Fascism will wipe me off the 
face of the earth,' ROBESON aeciarcd. / 


© 
"Atty. Ge ROBERN, EI EM : VEX, playvright, and 
mayor FLETCHE “iROK, of Los angeles, also testified before the 
committec, the United Press said. 


"KENNY testified in behalf of the Mobilization for 
Deniocracy, an organization of which hc is honorary president, 
for its militant activities against the Ku Klux Klan. KENNY 
described the difficulty of getting evidenec against the Klan 
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Nand suggested state rewards for cvidence leading to the con- 
viction of Klansmen who use violence, 


Film Reds tjcak 
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"Lavery, president of the Screen VWiritcrs guild, told 
the committee that Communists in the film colony are a2 small 
anc insignificant group, 


"icayor Bowron, Police Chief C. B. HORNALL, of Los 
Angcles, and other law enforcement officers testified that 
last spring's iu Klux Klan scare was a scrics of pranks and 
hoaxes and that no evidence was found of organized Klan activity." 
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The main topic of discussion at 
1s Mceting concerned a special conference of the State Communist Party, bn 
which party executives had attgnded and which was called to explain the 477 
functions of the NNC with reépect to the Communist Party. 
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Aving tpére was to be a NNC meeting the 
Ince night at the office of MARGARE fy 
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attended a State b?D 
Communist Party Uonvention in San Francisco, wh | ; “Saab lon ys 2 
the building and jmportance of the Mh | 
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pointed out that all over the United States the NAACP had 
turned reactionary... Further, that the top leadership had sent representatives 
into various citics where NAACP Clubs had become too progressive and had 
threatened to withdraw their national charter if the clubs did not change their 
lcadership and activitics. In San Diego the national representative spent some 
time and vias instrumental in getting FERCE » former President of the NAACP 
out of tie leadership and installing the present "reactionary leadership". 
Becausc of these factors the National CP leadership decided it was time to form 
an organization of their own which would draw in the negro people and sive them 
a chance to work in a really progressive organization without interference from 
top leadership. Therefore, the NNC was set up. All over the country confercnces 
were taking place wherein Communist Party members have been called together to 
ri out strategy for setting up the NNC. It was specifically brought ou” =~ 
qu =: the NNC is a Communist Party organization and that the Comm! 
“*s local offices are responsible for their success, 
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The leadership of the present chapter of the NNC in San Diego 
vas discussed very favorably. Only the highest praise is given to Reverend 
HJTCHESON who is the President. LARGARET JALES is the Secretary elect although 
she is >rescently being paid as the Secretary of the NAACP. GEORGE LOHR, ENOS 
BAER, and RAY MORKOUSKI are also officials in the NNC. The coming election 
of officers in the NAACP this tuesday was discussed. It is imperative to get 
the present Pres} of office. Two persons were suggested for the 
iti who of late has been doing a very good progressive job 
and cooperating one hundred per cent with thc suggestions of the Commmist Party. 
E?C; 
nas statcd his ilingness Ww hold this > 
posiv.on and also his willingness to cooperate with the NNC (which, . 
mcans the Communist Party, of which he is very much aware). However, 
states tnat he will not accept the office unless MARGARET JALES is re 
there as Secretary. This is, of course, impossjble beca WES is slated 
t- occome the exccutive secretary of the NNC. 


b70.D 


considered for the Presidency vas 
|} However, it \sas pointed out by 
Oo spend on the MALACP because he is 
and has other activitics. i1lso, and more important, 
. it is belicved, will cooperate sith the NNC, knowing who he is 
cooperating wath, nevertheless, it is folt that he is more or less an opportunist 
end desires to ‘build himsclf up end not the progressive movement. (There was 
> that the party is not too sure of one hundred per cent cooperation from 
For Rae phy hom he was discarded. If the mccting Tucsday night can be 
Stacked (if cnough party mcmbcrs can src and friends of the party who are 
told in advance how to vote) tien will be clocted President. If that 
huppens, there will be 100 per ccnt cooperation betiiecn the NiCP and the NNC. 
<f thc prcvsent leadership of the NIACP are successful in gctting a majority of 
tiioir persons and fricnds there, then thc leadership will go rcactionary and 
no cooperation will be had from them. In this cass, the CP will rT ‘wash 
its hands of the NAACP and isolate it by undercover dirty work in = Bag a: 
iolgats 2rea drawing all of the active pcrsons into ths NNC. Ths © procedure 
is “ONG used all over the United States. 411 those persons Beis yh, W.2rs given 
4; waderstand that the NNC was to be promotcd as ono of the tei-of-ti.c-.ist 
ey ars reylaas to Se pushed in the ncar futurc. appl?.cationr cirmd3 “-.e -:i2 of 
el f.°6s DI-Surt to distribute to their frionds. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAD 


it San Dicro, California, “ili follow a the activities 
of suojcct organization tnrougn tic medium of b 5 D 
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Om ae Six 
Bryrited States Department of J 
Federal Bureau of Investigati 


Detroit, Michigan 
December 3 - 1946 


JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINUATION OF TECHNICAL. 
OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 
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Field Office 

Symbol Number 

Type of Surveillance: 
Microphone) Technics 
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Subject's name and address: 


The National Negro Congress (Detroit Branch) 
11, Erskine Street 
Detroit, kKichigan 
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2. Location of technical operation: 
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>. Dates of initial authorization and installation: 
Fhone Authorized Installed 


C.cillac 1493 2/13/46 - | 1/25/46 
Cadillac 7199 5/17/46 5/29/46 
. Previous and other installations on the same subject (with dates and 
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Technical surveillance maintained on Rackham Kemorial Building, 100 
Farnsworth, Detroit, Michigan, from Kay 30, 1946, through June l, 1946, 
in connection with National Convention of Subject group held there 
those dates. Had Symbo 


Specific valuable information obtained since orevibce agol wi with 
indication of specific value of each item and what use was made 


of each item of information rere INFORM ATION CONTAINED . 
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Letter of Justification Re: National Negro Congress (Detroit 
December 3 - 19146 Branch); Internal Security - C 


The 1946 registration figures fcr the NATIONAL N=GRO 
CONGILSS have been made available by this informant. A hitherto unknom 
anc epoarently very strone contact of the NATIONAL NJI:RO CONGKSSS among the 
Letroit executives of the UOPiA has been divulgec to this office, 


A ccntemplated reorganization of the executive staff of 
the Letroit Branch of the NNC by the national offices and the identities of 
the incividuéls being consiscered for the top jobs has been among the infor- 
mation furnished by this informant, as well as additional identities cf NNC 
members, contacts of the NNC functionaries with the Communist Party and 
various Communist fronts. 
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os above information have been obtained from other sources and by 
other means? 


No 


Has security factor changed since installation? 


Ko 


Any request for the surveillance by outside agency (give name, title 


and agency): 
None 


Manpower and costs involved: 


Remarks (By SAC): 


It is recommended that instant informant be continued in view of the 
information which has been furmished by it. The Bureau's attention is 
2elso invited to the fact that the national headquarters of this organi- 
zation is to be moved from New York City to Letroit. It is believed 
that this- move will occur near the first part of 1947 and instant 
informant's value will be correspondingly enhanced at that time. 


Remarks (added at Seat of Government): 


It is recomuenced that this technical surveillance be continued 
for an additional 60 days in vier of thefact that through this source 
the activities of this National Negro Congress may be followed and in 
particular the identities of the active members in the orzanization 
may be ascertained and their contacts with the Communist Party and , 
other fronts in the Detroit area may be closely followed. 
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12. Recommendation by Assistant Director: 


I have carefully revewed the information contained herein 
and it is my recommendation that this technical surveillance ve con- — 
tinued for an additional 60 days. AEE. 
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13. Recommendation by the Assistants to the Director: 
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e letter also listed donations to the NNC. The letter was signed by PEXTHA PF. 
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had requested the "ew York office, according to 
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May 30 to June 2. 1946 ue oe 
The Detroit Field Division secured information: mewn the program at the com- 
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FRANK MARSH AVIS, Associated Negro Press (also editor 
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WALTESRAFRISSIE, President of Indiana Industrial Union. vouncil 
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1. The Congress and the Fight to Ind lynching, Reporter REVELS CAYT-i 
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oil aptated nomena dated November ‘ 1946 wher ein’ “dt was 
a at the cago Council of the NNC was holding a'regular meeting-in the: 


Fay game room of the YMCA, 4559 S. Parkway, Friday, November 8 at 8 p.m-e It appar-— 
fy ently would include , 
\& 1. The People's Tribunal November 29 through December 1 m 
v — the problems of the Negro people in Chicago 

2. Report on the progress of the United oe petitions | 
: drive to secure 50,000 signatures for the Chicago area. 
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This anncuncement was signed in type by “JOHN 'é. P executive secretary, Chicago 
Council, NNC. 


Nov 15, 1946 47D 
a printed form on the stationery of the NNC. This form ann- 
nat the People's Tribunal would hold a meeting at the Metropolitan Comnu- 
nity Church at 41st and South Parkway November 29, 30, and December 1. The 
purpose of the tribunal was a gathering of democratic Citizens meeting in the 
conference for three days to "further the fight of the Negrc people in Illincis 
“or full democracy The nature ‘of me ——. — concern three primary — 
Lions: ie aah ag , 
le ' Securing ee in D linois for the UN petition presented 
to the United Nations on behalf of the Negro Americans by 
the NNC. 
2. Organizing a state wide lobty for the passage by the coming 
session of the Illinois legislature of the Fair Bmployment 
Practices Act and legislation wohich would make restrictive 
covenants illegal. . 
3. A Campaign on a city and state wide basis to relieve the 
deplorable housing conditions facing the Negro and other 
residents of the state. 
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The form went on further to state that the objective of the tribunal was to 
bring together representatives of organizat ons f=om all walks of life in 


Chic o.and on a staze wide lev 1 to fight for ese.pb e t 
isiker state that copies’ of the pampniets containing w f seta ieag ae 
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| fe 4) to the United Nations ° were | vailable for di stribution for the following © ‘ 
“cost: 5“‘tents for single-copies up*to’ 24*“copies;*4 cents each ‘for'25 -or more *copies; ls 
3 cents each for 500 or more copies. Mimeographed blanks with spaces for’23 sig- 
- Matures are available for obtaining indi Signatures. The Tribmal would be 
.” open Friday night, November 28 by Dr.-: ERGAN, national president of the NNC, 
.. A registration fee of $2 per delegate would be required. In addition, | -contribu- 
* . tions were requested to cover the expense of the Tribunal and donations were re-~ 
--quested.: ‘This form is bee) maintained SOR future evidentiary reat: | eae os 
Ree Li ene z. ae 
November 30, 1946 * es, . are | 
An article appearing in the Pittsbur renal “Chicago. edition, on ‘the’ same ‘Aahe | 
was rtisle 9p "Chicazo Council of NNO calls Peorle's Tribunal". -The article’ ‘’ 
announced the meeting of the Feople's Tribunal sponsored by the Chicago Council 
of the NNC on November 29, 30, and December 1 would join its voice to that of 
the Naticnal Congress in requesting the United Nations to consider the plight of 
13 million oppressed Negroes in the United States. The article continued by 
_ stating the condition of Chicago's 400,000 citizens would not be overlooxed by . 
the Tribunal delegates that will come from many o¢ ganizations in the vie accor 
_ Ging to announcement, by the FT OSUAR®,. Ce en «STRATFORD, 
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November 30, 1946. ek Pe ee Pier. 40 besttiv: fr eg Ieee, 
An article of the same date a neemiet tn the \Chicago Defender, a wee Negro 
newspaper with the caption TERCAI LENABHORNE, to Highlipht NNC af 
~The article went on to state that LEVA HORNE and Dr. MAX YERGAN would highlight 
the mass rally which would open the People's Tribunx of the NNC on Friday night, 
Novem 29. Other speakers would include KEXE=RyG 

tie bed Packinghouse #orkers of America - CIO, 

Né MITH, chairman of the UN petitioning group in Chicago, and EDWARD STRONG, 
vice president of the NNC. The article went on to state that JOEN M. GRAY, exe- 
cutive secretary of the Chicago NNC pointed out that there is a wealth of buman 
interest between Negro, Jewish, and trade:union organizatioms and that it -is- 
their joint responsibility in these matters which will mark the success of the 
Feople' s Tribunal. 


’ 
oe - 


~~ FF «6 * > 


me 
“a: 


~~ 


ik 
. 
7 a 
thes y 
+ 
a ~& 
3 
aes 
> 
—L . 
, o& 
* 

£ 

; 

om | 


’ ‘ 
. ~ ‘ 


to . as 
Lote ake SE a 
1 ie 7%! ., 1" 
of ' 


WISCBLLANEOUS ACTIVITIES OF THE CHICAGO COUNCIL OF THE NNC 


Warch 28, 1946 


in the Sentinel, Jewish weekly magazine of the same date, page 24, column ae 
an article was captioned WLERNER, MARC IO to speak at Frree Spain Rally". 

Tre article went on to state that ER, president of Independent Voters 
of Illinois, a reported Commnist dominated and controlled organization, would 
speak on March 29, 1946 at Orchestra Hall in Chicago at a rally sponsored by 
Tie Ghicago Committee to Free Spain, a reported Canmnist front organization. 
VITO ANTONIO, Congressman from New York world also be a speaker. The 
artitle went on to state that the NNC was one of the sponscring organizations 


of the rally. - Several other: reported: Comm t front organizations were also ~ 
listed. | 
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At Chicago, Illinois * | + 


wm also deisate results of. financial Campaign now being conducted. 
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». Will. report. names .of all off icers appointed to: the Chicago: Council of the NNC 
when such appointment is made am will foliow activities of CP leaders ir their 
Control and domination of the NNC in Chicago. 
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chapters and the national headquarters to eff. 
finite results had been accomplished. 


svaced that a National Board meeting would be held in Chicago 


ou Ue vove » 1946, at which a definite decision would be ; 
where and when the NNC Headquarters would be established. 67D 
advised, however, that he was not sure whether or not this Board meeting 


was to be a Board meeting of the Communist aatadlis or the NATIONAL NEGRO: 
CUNGRESS. 
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: vis @ national headquarters of the HNC 


ox Avenue, New York City, and that the rumors throughout 


the Harlem area of New York City were to the effect that the nati - 
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@ knowledge o e change of headquarters of the NNC and that they felt 
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‘hold another crusade to end lynching in Washington, De Ce, during the month 
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Reference report of Speci 
Hovember 8, 1946, reflects that ». who is possibly 
a person of the same name who was elected as a member of the New York State 
Committee of the Communist Party in 1945, is presently the executive secretary 
of the Los Angeles Chapter of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS. 
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a) haber 6, 1946, the ‘Bow rene ® World Telegram carried | an article.- 
entitled, "CIO Acts to Remove Taint of Cammuniam®. fhe ~ 
article stated in part that the CIO had taken a decisive step toward clear- 


a ing itself of the taint of Communiams that in a sternly worded letter orack- 


ing down on its 267 industrial union councils, the CIO has ordered them ’ 


forthwith to drop all association with the NATIONAL WEGRO CONGRESS, -a Com-.7 be es + 


munist Front organization. It was further stated, acting under the rules . 


’ governing these councils amended just prior to the opening of the umions** 
recent national convention, JOHN 


‘Councils, called attention to the fact “that now*violations of policy 


OPHY, CIO Director of Industrial Union ~ 


lead to “proceedings instituted by the President of the CIO, PHILIP} ° 
He stated that, specifically BROPHY addressed letters to the Los Angeles 
and California Counoils; that copiesof the wordings sent to these two coun- 
cils were dispatched to all er councils with a cover letter mentioning 


letter addressed to PHILI ONNELLY, secretary-treasurer of the Los Angeles - 


Council, Mre BROPHY stated that he understends the council is soliciting ee 


funds and memberships for the NATIONAL WEGRO CONGRESS, despite the fact 


that the organization has never’ been endorsed by the National Office of: Fie od 3 tae 


the CIO. The article continued by stating the organisation with which we 
(CIO) work wery closely and successfully is the NAACP, on whose executive 
board is President PHILIP MURRAY, who stated that Mre BROPHY demanded that 
he be advised of the steps being taken to comply with these instructions. 
The article discussed the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS, stating that it was or-. 
ganized in 1935 and, since 1940, had been under the complete influence of ~ 
the Communist Payty, and that it was in that year that its original presi- 
OLPH, quit in protest against the Communist vo 0 agtgll 
tket it was now headed by MAX YERGAN, A’STEADY backer*of the Communists; -: 
that although the CIO itgelf had never backed the MNC, it was honored by 
the presence’of JOHN Lyin, then head of the CIO, at its 1940 Conven- 
tion, and Mr. LEWIS asked the members of the NCC for their support for the . 


CIO's political body, the predecessor of the ear ACTIGY COBUTTER, we 4 
' LABOR NONPARTISAN LEAGUE. a: irs 


. <tr a: 


r the new rules. It was stated that in the ->. 


The New York Age, colored newspaper, om December 7, 1946, carried ee 


an article which stated in part that REVELS CAYTON, executive secretary of 


the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS, sent congratulations to PHILIP MURRAY, presi- 

dent of the CIO on his reelection at the 10th CIO Uonventiam, and also con- 
gratulations on the election of FERDINAND SMITH to the National Executive | 
Board of the CIOe SMITH is secretary of the NATIONAL MERITDE Cares end a. 

vie president of the NATICNAL NEGRO CONGRESS « 
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“the December 14,” 1946 ripest. ‘of "People! s Voice" P Communist con- 
trolled negro newspaper, carried an article concerning the actions of JOHN 


BROPHY, Cio Director of Industrial Union Councils, in instructing Loa Angeles 
CIO to quit supporting the local NNC. This article carried a statement by 


7: MAX YERGAN, president of the NCC and REVELS CAYTCH, executive secretary of 
'. -\the NNC, in which it was stated that thgpo 


sition of the NATIONAL NEGRO Cie... 
GRESS, since its organization-in- 1936, had been one of support to the poli= 


cies of the CIO and Progressive labor generallys; that the fundamental cong 
viction of the NNC is that the higher interests of the negro people and the 
forces of organized labor are interdependent and that this is ‘especially 
true today where there is evidence of the strongest possible effort to 
amash organized labore The article stated that the NATIONAL WEGRO CONGRESS 
is taking immediate steps to discuss and clear up Mre BROMDER‘'s misunder~ 
stending in this regard. This statement also states that the NNC expresses 
its view that the endorsement by NATIONAL CIO-of the NAACP, isin. accord 
with their fundamental conviction that the interests of the negro people 
end labor are being derved through the NADER of the. closest eollebora- 
tion between labor. and the meee peoples . ‘ 
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Om October 5, 1946, the "People! s Voice™ carried an cl which 
stated, in part, that REVELS CAYTON, executive secretary of the NATIONAL 
NEGRO CONGRESS, had recently returned from Georgia, where he conferred with 
southern officers of the NNC and leaders of the CIO and AF of L on the re- 
cent wave of lynch terror in the south and also on the drive to organize the . 
South. The article stated further that CATYON felt, fram his observation, 
that nothing is to be expected from the policy A. F. of Le is pursuing to- 
ward negroes in their Southern organising drive, but that the CIO had a 
better understanding of unity between negro and white people. He stated” 
that the crying need of the hour is not only to unite the negro people, 
but to jar and shock the consciousness of the trade union movement in the 
South and elsewhere and all democratic forces generally smte some under-= 
standing of what is going on. | 


The “People's Voice", on October 19, 1546, carried an article 
which stated, in part, that FERDINAND C. SMITH, secretary of the NATIONAL 
MARITIME UNION and Vice President of she NATIONAL WEGRO CONGRESS, headed 
a delegation which called upon LOUIS'SAILLANT, secretary-general of tue 
WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS, to*secure his backing and that of his 
organization for the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS' petition to the United Nations. 
It was stated that the delegation was assured that the petition would have — 
the imcediate attention of the executive camittee of the WFTU at its next . 
mooting. The article discussed the petition, which was vs eas procemtet 
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to TRYGVE, E, seaman siteeal of the United isaik ae June 6, 1946, -’: 
by the NATICNAL NEGRO CONGRESS, and called upon the United Nations to 
investigate the plight of the American negro suffering from econanioc, 
social, and political discrimination. The NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS was 
ey conducting a campaign for one million signatures by January l, 1947, '. 
in support of the petition, as well as further pe data to be 


presented to the United Nations. ee ae : 
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| The "People's Voice", on. Sencities 9, 1946,. eerried an article. 
under a Chicago.date line, which ‘stated that the Executive Board of the 
NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS oame up with a fourteen point program as a part 
of its offensive acainst.the Republican high command and the Poll Tax 
Democratse It listed the — eS as its er 
~ 1. Beat Inflation. ? 
Se Oust BILBO : art 
® « Stop SMUTS Bs . Os 7 -¢ ~¢ | 2 ™ 
Support India's Petition to mn UN 
Back FDR's econcnic bill of rights. 
Get Land for Landless Citizens 
Support Anti-lynching Legislation 
Support CIO “Operation Dixie*. 
Condemn TOM CLARKE Firing of ROGGE 
Flay Red REE Campaign ay | 
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, - November 23, 1946, the "People! s ‘Vdoe* » eorried en article 
which stated, in part, that, among the organizations supporting "People's 
Radio Foundation” is the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS, The article stated 
that the People's Radio Foundation opened new offices in the Hotel Albert, 
University Place, New York City, and that it had appiied for a license 
to build a new FM Radio Station with a broadcasting radius of sixty miles. 


ENCLOSURE for Los Angeles: 
Qne photograph of HELEN SAMUELS, from “Party News", August 9, 1942. 
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at Chicago, Illinois | | oe Gaetan, ot 

Will attempt to find out what decisions were reached at meeting | 
held on October 27, 1946 relative to where and when the NATIONAL NEGRO CON= 
GRESS Headquarters will be established. 


DETROIT 


a he — 


" 
Meher 
Py 


he 


At Detroit, Michigan 
Will continue to report any further information relative to 
moving of National Office of NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS.~+ *-. : 
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At New York City 
Will follow and report activities of NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


“gn this area. 
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Yes we know ) you've been— Cir, 
We know what you've been througn— 


We know what's facing you at home! 


In America today: 


Decent jobs are scarce—particularly for Negroes; Negro veterans are getting a run-around on jobs 


and other services; the employment opportunities opened to Negroes under war pressures are 
shrinking fast. 


The Arty is still jim crow. 
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Southern jim crow is increasingly permeating all phases of national life. The gains made in the 
Army and elsewhere are more than cancelled out by the Bilbos and Rankins. 


Prices are high. Housing is impossible. Wages are way behind the cost of living. 


BUT THE LABOR MOVEMENT HAS GROWN STRONGER, AND WITH OUR HELP CAN 
HELP US SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS. 
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The National Negro Congress is Fighting 
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For Jobs. For Military Equality | For Civil Rights For Healt 


Passage of the Powell Bill our- Hog Anti-Poll-Tax Housi ng 
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Passage of the Permanent Fair Employ- 
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ment Practice Bill in this session of ,. 
Congress’ lawing segregation and discrimi- Passage of the Anti-Lynching Educa ff I 
, : nation in the Armed Forces' Bill. Maintenance 
operation with the labor movement, Arrest and prosecution of all price and re 
for unity of labor, and for organizing ESE reg er leaders of the Ku Klux Klan, controls! 

the unorganized. Full equality for i us the Black Legion, and all A federally-: 
Negro trade -unionists. Rights and federal administra- other anti-Negro pro-fascist ministered n 


od fc De ee organizations! discrimirc. 
Massage of the Murray Full Employ- tion of benents. Democratization Equality of opportunity in the tory hous 


ment Biull! of the Veterans Administration. culrural fields. program! ‘\- 


/ Fi. Votes for District of Colum- Extensi fi ¢ 
bil f spend? patsy ® 
Acrease in demobilization © bia residents. Ousting of Bilbo Cation and:¢- 
rion! Negro troops! from the Senate. care! : 
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For the End of Jim Crow in America 


—_—_—_ ——_—_e_—_~ --—_— 


THE NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS is dedicated to securing the full rights of citizenship for 
Negro Americans, and for a world free of war and oppression. Together with organized labor, in 
Ameria and internationally, we shall fight for this goal. A principal weapon in this effort is the 
united strength of individuals and organizations working together in the Congress. As we prepare 
for our Tenth Anniversary national convention in Detroit, May, 1946, we look back on ten years 
of national campaigns for the advancement of Negro rights. Among these were: . 
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Participation in the nation-wide drives of the CIO to organize the mass production industries - 
helping in the organization of steel, mine, meai-packing, auto, agricultural and Federal workers wi 


the result thar thousands of Negroes received the benefits of trade union membership for the 
time. 
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Leadership of the drives for jobs for Negroes in New York Chicago, Baltimore, Washi er 
delphia, Detroit—in larger numbers of industries and occu atione hi h 9 SSUARION, Phila 
and skilled workers. parions which now receive Negro trainec: 


Campaigns to eliminate police bruralty in Washington, D. C, New York. and Other Cities. 


Launching and spearheading the campaign which placed Captaia Mulzac in command 

. U6 a es f the Book 
T. Washington, and eventually resulted in greatly increased yil off dp KET 
chanr marine. . y B y ization of Negro $ in the Mmer- 
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Bit I should like to join the National negro Congress. En- >. mount 
. closed is $1.00 for my annual membership fee. Please send Enclosed is my . ae os oye ete 
“4 me information about a Congress Council in this area. _ to the work of the ane Negre a 
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Affilirte Subscribe 


Please send affiliation blanks and information regarding 
affiliation fees to the following organization: 


Name of Officer 
Name of Orgenization 


Please enter my subscription to your monthly magazine 
CONGRESS VIEW. | am enclosing $1.00 to cover my 


subscription for one year. 
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: Forward: Through Unity 


dss <8 To Full Citizenship for Negro Americans 
’ THE NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS | ! 

307 LENOX AVENUE 

NEW YORK 27, N. Y. 
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Dr. Max Yergan, President Thelma M. Dale, Field Secretary 
Ferdinand C. Smith, Treasurer Dorothy K. Funn, Lebor-Legislative Director 
Revels Cayton, Executive Secretary Arthur Bowman, Midwest Secretary 

Edward E. Strong, on leave with the armed forces 
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Office (Legislative Bureau) 


Midwest Office 
1015 M STREET. N.W. ; 114 ERSKINE 
WASHINGTON |. D. C. DETROIT 1, MICHIGAN : 
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United States Department of Ae” 


Sederal Bureau of Investigation 
500 Widener Building 
Philadelphia 5, Pennsylvania 


JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINUATION OF TEC 
OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 


Mr. Penciastes 


RE: Title Bi TIONAL NEGRO vonchess- 
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., Character of Case 
Lf Field Office 
Symbol Number 
Type of Surveillance: 
Microphone ) 
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Subject's name and address: 
NATIONAL RECRO COMGRESS 
2307 Korth Broad Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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2. Location of technical operation: 
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5. Dates of initial authorization and installation: 
Date of Authorization - August 30, 1946 
Date of Installation - September 3, 1946. 


4. Previous and other installations on the same subject (with dates and 
places): 


5. §pecific valuable information obtained since previous report with > 


indication of specific value of each item and what use was made j- 
of each item of information involved 


"ALL INFORMATION CONTAINER 
Seo Attached Sheet HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


ca } o \S4l copies DESTROYEDDATE 4/2/79 BY sf-/ 6 XC1CK kh 
O2\ a 8464 teiiiaail 
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wine valuable information was obtained from Confidential Inforn- 
‘oan 


since November 1, 1946:- —b2.f72,D 
t oan 
On Kovenber 7, 1946, iD 5 


ens Political Action Committee, discussed with 
of American Youth for Democracy, Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania, the strategy that should be used in picketing LOUOL'S 


DEPARTMENT STORE. 


that 
contacted in hew York 
with regard to arranging an appointment for him with ADAM CLAYTON 
POWELL, VITO MARCANTONIO and possibly HENRY WALIACE concerning bringing 
them down to Philadelphia to speak at the Anwi-Lyach Rally sponsored by 
1a c . 
the National Negro Congress 42 y? a > 


On November ll, 1946 pores a the 
National Young Citizens Political Action Comm ew York City, con- 
tacted in connection wi ch Rally to be spon- 
sored by the National Negro Congress. cies thet it 
would be impossible to ret any of the speakers tnat had pre- 
viously nentione offered the possibility of joining with the 
local office of the KaACP in the rally which the e scheduled to give 


on December 8, 1946, for ISAAC “ooo: Sa egreed to this, 
but added that he would still try to get either ROBESON or EAZEL 


SCOTT because the National Negro Consress would have to have someone of 
this type as the basis of their rally. 


On November 12 advised thet SP 1 ¢crepnice ry 
contacte in New York and told him to cancel the appoint- 


ment with dhs : POVELL and that -the National Negro Congress Rally 
was off in favor of the NAACP rally. 


27,575 DO 
_ On Kovember 23, 1946, EE 2s orn thot of the Civil 
Rights Congr2ss had planned to use the office of the National Negro Cong- 


ress in order to get out some mail for her organization. This intormtion 
was of interest because this office is conducting an active investigation 
on the Civil Rights Congress chapter at Philadelphia which wasrecently 


organized and has been found to be dominated by members of the Communist 
Party. 


cenber 3, 1946 crac set 
discussed with the fect that his organization was on 


strixe and was heving difficulty getting their message across to the pub- 
lis. was referrin= to the strike now soing on with the Philadelphia 
Record newspaper. informed him that the National Negro Congress 


and the Civil Rights Consress use UPAC's office, and he will arrange for 
them to send out the Guild's message. 
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On December 10, 1946, of the American Committee for 
Spanish Freedom instructe at the National Negro Congress | 
that they should send a telegram to Senator CONNALLY at the United Ma- 
tions, requesting him to support the majority opinion on the Spanish 
question. This information was of interest because it indicated the 
close cooperation between these organizations. 
37 18,0 


On December 18 pported that 
lof the National Negrc 
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complained about the 
fact that the members of the Executive Council of the National Negro Con- 
gress were not showing any interest. He pointed out that the same four 
or five people attended the meetings and that he wes putting out his own 
money in propaganda and that they were not getting any tangible results 
to show for it. He added that the New York office was not giving them 
any help and all they do is ask for money which this local office does 
not heve. | 
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Could above information have been obtained from other sources and by 
other means? ; 
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Has security factor changed since installation? 
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Any request for the surveillance by outside agency (give name, title 
and agency): 
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Manpower and costs involved: 
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Remarks (By SAC): 
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On December 30, 1946, this surveillance was temporarily discontinued 


because of the immediate necessity of setting up a criminal technical 
surveillance. 
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Remarks (added at Seat of Government): his technical surveillance has 
bevp. very beneficial in the Philacelvhie Office in following the activities 
of/Mational !'egro Congress and the various Nezroes involved in Co:;munist 
rront activity in that area. In view of this, it is recommended that this 
teciniczl surveillance be continued for an additional 60 nae 
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12. Recommendation by Assistant Director: jf have carefukKiv reviewed the 
ir.form.ticn contained herein anc it is my recorusenddtijon that tnis 
tecnnical surveiilance be continued for an additional/60 days. 
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13. Recommendation by the Assistants to the Director: 
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It is noted from a review of this inca euteeh thenes oe) it 
was discontinued temporarily by your Office on December 30, 1946. ae “CE 


You are requested to. advise when you — reinstalling this’ 
surveillance. oo : : 
Sere “iy : 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Washington Council, National Negro Congress, continues under 
ect control of Communist Party. Campaigns have been conducted 
ar incl g a Public Utility Job Drive for Negroes, and a 
AP ge. Membership Drivee Other activities set forthe 
Council now in red financially and recent membersh: 
etings reported failures. Council in process of Wa 
tiones . ' wr 
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Report of Special Agent ee October 26, 


196, at Washingtor, De Ce 


At Washington, De Ce: G. |. R. “) 
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3 non a 7 
EXTENDED BY.SA21-- RDA OL 77 f ‘ 
REASON FOR EXTENSION 4 ALLINFS: “Maticy corthas 
FCIM, UN, 1-2.4.2. ...<------enannnece| HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE OF REVIEW FOR a {0 EXCEPT WRENS SED. 
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WFO 100-99 


aera TING: ya Fav iti ge mem 
; According to the Was ton Leiiiinihiin, a, Negro nemapspery “a3 
' 4n their edition for October 5, 196, the National Negro=Congress in - 


Washington had announced a drive ‘fcr 3,000 new members. - *.¢rs eo HELEN. 6.4 Ke 
‘GARNER, in announcing the drive, stated that’ the organization needs x more’ 
“ “help sn carrying on the fight for freedom and democracy. The writer on’ .-. 
October 17, 196, secured a copy of the current Newsletter issued by the - 
local Council of the Congress. It was stated that the Congress had — 
opened @ fight "for jobs for Negroes in the Public Utility companies of 
Washington; the opening gun was a paid advertisement-in the local weeklies ; i. 
for operator jobs.in the Capital Transit Company and the Chesapeake and 
. Potomac Telephone Company. . The Council also seeks teller, clerical, and ~:. 
“‘stenographic applicants -for such jobs in the Washington Gas Light Coabeny 
and the Potomac Power and Electric Companye"® It was further stated that 
the Washington Council was still in the thick of the fight against Police 
brutality in Weshington. Under a heading, "Transportation®, it was stated, 
"The Northeast Branch of the National Negro Gouncil which initiated the 
fight for better bus and streetcar service in that area, mobilized the © 
National Negro-Congress Office and: other local organizations and: appeared « - 
cat the hearing before the Public Utilities Commission on we eo 2 
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It was further announced that the local. Council was Ce : 
in the fight against discrimination by the United States Employment Service 


Office. It was further stated that the local Council had aided in various 
picket activitiese 


The ¥ashington Afro-American for October 19, 196, in a@ news 
‘ten stated that it had been announced at a public meeting of the Congress 
that plans were being laid to open "employment opportunities in District 
Public Utility companies." It was stated that the National Negro ana 
* ‘which had been working on the project for some time, had planned to hold . 
“interviews with officials of Public Utility companies during the week * 
of October lUjthe It was stated, according to MARIE RICHARDSON HARRIS, 
- that the Congress had already referred Council applicants to District 
Public Utilities companies with little success. it was stated further 
that Miss DOR UNN was directing a new membership drive to add 3000 
,new members to the rolls of the local chapter. 


PE a < | 7D 
: ama October 21, 196, furnished a b 
leaflet dis y the National Negro Congress which sets out briefly 


that organization's program. This program, as announced, in substance is 
to work toward achievement of full democracy in the Nation's Capital; to 

-- enlist all churches, trade unions, civic, youth, and fraternal bodies 
in an united te to earn for the Negro people full economic, cultural, 

~ .ex., political, and citizenship rights; to aid in the organization of the ~ 

-_. unorganized Negro workers; to arouse in the Negro a:sense of his responsi- 

- bility to participate in political activities; to fight racial discrimination 
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Pag Lore ampointed to the Hack Inspectors! Board, ~~ 
< iy: ohne members of the Communist Par ty, 
“Be were among the N.N.C.'s 6 ga . Sy a: : \ 


i, ann © ” = . . om 4 


‘in was in n 


' in Washington on October 23, 1960 * ~~ 


a 00-819 Ue ¢ ENTIAL. 

and Ra caitlin and to ads with’ every Tea thhae » toree dedicated to goa: 
to fight for low-cost housing and recreation facilities in Washington; +: ty 
and to support bar seus the national” progras of the: tiem Beet rams 
Congress. ; | ee x. 2 - 


~*~ ’ 


| III 0, octoner 23, 1905, sorted as 47 
s. 8 » Alleged to be the Vice-Chairman of the > 
De. Ce, and had a Ss 
This indi was on his way ; 
ork City to have a conference with WILLIAM Z¢FOSTER and according to 
informant, he visited the Headquarters of the Nat —_ hy age while 


han a or e.% -. 
4 i : o A ae ae 


made arrangements w+ | 
is with the National Negro Congress, to use this woman's apartment a 
a Communist Party Class —— was to be } held within _ Reaarte ing fo ~ 
dayse anes es | a? i dn _ — 
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Both the Washington “AfrGnbmericeh. and the Washington Béition® yet ess:% 
of the Pittsburgh Courier for their editions of October 26, 196, carried | 
featured articles concerning & N.N.C. Delegation's interview,with officials 
of the Capital Transit Company. It was stated that Mre E. D 
President of the Capital Transit Company pointed out that thé 
dual pattern in Washington that is. set by the District's School System 


. and therefore, the company could not hire Negroes as streetcar and bus st 


operatorse It was also stated in the Afro-American that a delegation from 
the Council had called upon Major HARVEY-CALLAHAN, Head of the Washington 


' Police’ Force, to protest cases of Police brutality.~* The Delegation pointed 
~ out to Major CALLAHAN that of a total of seventeen hundred policemen in 


Washington only one-hundred and forty were Negroes and they also made & 


ye &7C 


It was noted in the Afro-American Editions of October 26 and 
November 2, that the Congress published an advertisement announcing that 

it defends and fights for the dignity and rights of Negroes; that it fights 
for jobs for Negroes; that it fights to end lynching and Jim Crowism; and 
fights to unseat BILBO; and fights for suffrage for the District of Coluibia. 
The advertisement requested new members and the ereneyensy fee cost was 
stated to be $1.00 per annume peel 
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in Washington held & mass mee at’ the National Press Club Auditorium a 
.at which time ELIZABETH G FLYNN, National Commit me SS 
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“Tt was announced in the Afro-American on November { “96, * er A 
‘that. the Redcaps at Union Station in Washington topped the list my 
‘members recruited during the ‘then current membership campaign. ~ tes 
_ Was announced by Mrse DOROTHY FUN: . the local Council] in Schington.” 
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It mi ght be noted that on Besatee 8, 1946, the Communist Party b7D 


Party, was the fea | speakers According 
the ‘Communist Party dec 
LN} sr the meetings DOROTHY 
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Ssrover AVL tA LONE O We se atett?: 


JNN that it would be a nice gesture for the N.N.C. to sponsor an lle 


luncheon far FLYNN. It was decided to do this and MARTE RICHARDSON and 
FUNN were to be presente this ere ‘% ies S 
be held " the Hollywood f ran =e fia gee 
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On November 9» 19h6 P toere. appeared. in the » Washington Edition 


of the rb Lol Courier an advertisement in which it was announced that 


applicants were to appear at the N.N.C. Office for jobs in the Capital 
Transit Company and other Public Utility companies in Washingtone It 
was stated that the N.N.C. "starts fight for jobs." 


Appearing elsewhere in this edition was an announcement. that. the 
National Negro Congress was circulating petitions which were to be placed 


_ before the United Nations Social and Economic Council, said petitions 


_ mobile which ran into a truck, killing the Policeman. 


im * hospital, he died in the Jail.’ 


protesting treatment of Negroes in the United States and calling for an 
investigation of this economic, social, and political discrimination. -It™ 
was also announced that the Congress was one of the Foe. gr ahem active 
‘in asa “Oust BILBO Campaigne.*® ~~ = . , 


Qn November 9, 1916, the Was on AfromAmerican ran a headline . 
story concerning the death of CHARLES Wq SCOTT, Negro, who had died in | 
the District of Columbia Jail a few da fore; also stating that the N.N.C. 
and the N.A.AeC.P. were making separate probes of the affair. By way of 
information, it might be stated that SCOTT was apprehended by two Ketro= 
politan Police Officers while driving a stolen automobile and in an attempt 
at a get-away, one of the Police Officers clung to the side of the auto= 
SCOTT was taken 
to a District Court and a Judge, observing that he was injured, requested 
, that he be returned to @ hospitale However, before he was takfa to the = 
Considerable eambiace was given to this 
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a ‘so-called. ‘escort Case® for ‘several ‘weeks; niin nn the Negro ‘Press’ ae 
Up until December, 1916. During this time several investigations were 4.4 
. made by official bodies and ‘other: investigations: were: mage ee APS 
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delegations. It was stated that the basis forthe: view taken by officials. i 


Negro orzanizations including the N.N.C.° The Nh 


“nes igence and brut ale acoorc st: . 


eo Nel parently had some doubt in the own minds that . 


Me TOLL qu of any brutality. During the investigation, ‘the 


+ the. ee 


NN.C. engaged the services of one, Dre ROBERT JANSON, Head‘ of<the = 


Department of Pathology at Howard _ University Medical Sehool, whose et 
according to the N.N.C. as to the nase of: = see py —— was at variance. 
with that of the Coroners - » fees et : . 
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The Washington Afro-American for Rovesher 9, in connection with © - 
the N.N.C. campaigns for jobs for Negroes in Public Utilities carried i 
news that delegates from the N.N.C. had visited officials of the Chesa- : 

peake and Potomac Telephone Company and officials of the Washington Gas £259 : 


_ Light Company who had both advised in substance that they were opposed 


to the integration of colored employees into the general staffs of those © 
companies. Mrs. MARIE HARRIS, acoording to press reports, led these “" -., 


of these companies was that the’ "tine is not, ripe for it.® .. Ht D Sa 
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sress, ne purpose 02 which was to. 

et the membersh ip know that the mi te ons Petition Campaign had beer 
to r 15; 1966 

SILL TYMOUG, Organizations acrets fps tedgtag ot > 

se, accusing the Police Department of negligence ‘in ae 


taking SCOTT to a hospital. ~.TYMOIS,intimted that SCOTT died as a.re tex 


of Police brutality although he did not say that. ‘At-this meeting those —~ . 
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present were given what was referred to as United Nations Petition Cam ~ 
paign Kits. These kits consisted of ee - =? yetvons hearty were 
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It was announced in ‘the PE Re on November 6, 19S, that 
the campaign of the Congress for 3,000 additional members was making rapid 
progresse Featured with the article was a picture of the Membership | 

Committee at a meeting. This picture included DOROTHY FUNN and MARTE HARRIS. 
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© a 
and other Party functionaries had a discussion during Sy 
which pointed out that the National Negro Congress needs political 32D 
leadership by the Conmunist Fey, ee in t he Bortheast eres 
of a | | | ons - 


. 
’ : 
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.* * 


f the Congress was held at which time 
DOROTHY FUNN announced a door-to-door campaign to get signatures on the 
‘UN Petitions. ‘This campaign was to be inaugarated after a dinner at her 7 
home on the 26th of November. She also pointed out that there wes a severe 
lack of participation of the membership of the Congress in the various 
programs of the organization. It was suggested that new leaders for the 
Northeast and Southwest Clubs of the Congress be considered. 
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feeting Of the National Negro ty. at which 
time , a ee was chaired by CHARLES Jur a former menber of the 
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ne meeting and that HILL suggested thé AN .Ce attempt to secure 
the Phyllis Wheatley Annex of the Y.W.C.A. for future meetings. In dis- | 
cussing the SCOTT ae he pointed out Lod yresee maaairaed was on the 
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upgsurge and that the N.N.C. investigation pointed to negligence on the - 

of the Police but that no acts of brutality on the part of-the Police.  _— 

-,. Could be proven in the case of SCOTT!s deathe . HILL stated that he wuld: : _ 


have to give justice where justice was due and clear the Police of brutality 
in that case. ms bs 3 ) 


mdb 
acvised on December 4, that the Congress wo ve to raise 


$1500 for expenses incurred during the SCOTT Case. According to the . : 
Pittsburgh Courier for December 1);, 1916, MARIE RICHARDSON of the N.N.C. 

in Washington, had advised that she could not make a statement concerning 
_the letter which had been sent to all industrial union councils of the C.I.0. 
by JOENAPROPHY in which he announced that in the future, industrial union 
eouncils of the C.I.0. would drop all association with the N.N.C. It 

was stated in the news item that ths order was apparently in line with the 
C.I1.0. program to rid itself of "obvious Communistic followers." 


The sameedition of this paper carried an advertisement which in 
substance requested the Negro citizens of Washington, D. C., to stop 


Police brutality by contributing to the campaign sponsored by the 
National Negro Congress and also by becoming a member of the Congress 


for the price of $1200. 


In connection with the JOHN BROPHY letter mentioned above, 
the Afro-American for December 1); in a featured news item, stated in 
substance that the (istrict of Columbia) C.I.0. Industrial Union Council, 


and ieaders of the National Negro Congress had refused to discuss relations 
between the two groupbe . ; ms 2 
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“Te 8eC em thé ev: American Crusade to Enc 71 hins 
Was meeting Washington on January 2 and 3 and that the Crusade was being 
sponsored by the N.N.C., the N.N.A.C.P., the Soutiiern Conference for Human 
Welfare, and the N.C.N.W., and otherse He advised them further that the 
Communist Party in Washington wes politically responsible to have twenty- 
five delegates. present during the conferencée He also stated that the 
Communist Party in Washington would cooperate with the National Negro 
Congress during this conference. 


The Pittsburgh Courier for December 21, 196, carried a news 
item concerning the vieit of a National Negro Congress delegation to 
officials of the telephone company and gas company in Washingtone Accor= 
ding to the article, officials of the telephone company have stated that 
their policy of distributing jobs according to race was "general policye® 
It was stated that officials of the gas company in replyibg to this question, 
stated that they had never attempted any educational programs to teach em 
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to gEnd Lynching held their conference as 


ea. See * Wash ne Among the“speakers were PA ) } ae | 
ROBSON in making ‘his ess thanked t us ’ 
| p ‘and dwelt particularly upon the National Negro 


Congress. During his speech, he commented, using his bands for emphasis — 
and in a very dramatic fashion, that the trouble with the people in America 
was that they did not have an actual understanding of Merxism and did not . 
really understand Soviet Russia.  °."' 20 TR 
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ree the Congress in Washington 
‘is in severe n ‘straits; that an outstanding debt is-due in the . 


amount of $1000; that the telephone in the office has been removed by the 
telephone company because of an unpaid balance due; and that of the 3300 


members claimed cil only &@ dozen or so ever appear at membership 
meetings.e anyone who contributed a dollar to the 
. SCOTT Cas -the tions Petition Campaign was automatically. - 


§‘ 
made @ member of the Council but that the Council has neglected to send ~” 4 


these new members membership cards and that most 
not even aware of the fact that they are =<: i ; 
“gome 2 viduals do hold membership cards in Ne 
a Council is under the complete control of the 
mmun y 
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n and that at the sent time the Con 
in the process of reorganisation. QA 2:50 — 
received info on that DOROTHY returned to New York y3 
howev was unable to learn whether this was a permanent or 
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THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION: 


ws 


At Washington, De Coz 


Will continue to follow and report the various activities 
of the local chapter of the National Negro Congress in Washington. 


Will particularly follow the reorganization Rab m and 
report all information becoming available ene CAST, 
Party influence in this. es 
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The subject organization is one of the important negro x aim 
+ front organizations of the Commnist Party on a nation- °__ 

wide basis, and the file reflects some important 

activities of the subject organization within the St. 

Louis Field Division. This case was opened here on 


May 26, 1946; however, to date -no — hes been 
submitted, 
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Office Memorandum - 1 


_ » 


_ TO : §Director, FBI 


iis FROM Sac, Se visi 


SUBJECT: “EECHNICAL SURVEILLANC 
| NaTIONAL NEGRO CONGRES 
“ INTERNAL SECURITY ~ ¢ 


iene oe. P.» —!ecton . —' 
< - 


Reference is made to your letter dated February 10, 1947, : i ‘fr. ©. 04 Tamm... 


x 


This surveillance has been temporarily discontinued because’ of the’”-~ ota 
installation of several criminal technical surveillances. In view of the’: pers 
fact that- theese criminal surveillances are still being maintained, there crag 
has not been an opportunity to re-install the technical surveillance on 
the NATIONSL NEGRO CONGRESS, It is anticipated that when the opportunity 


does arise this technical surveillance will be re-installed. 
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‘Local Memphis Chapter of ‘National Wezro Conzress® 
held organizationa! meeting at Levoyne College, 
s---.negro collere, October 12, 1946, attended by ap- 

- \» proximately 26 7.T.A.A.ii., CIO members and white 
CIO eaders from F.T.A.A.W. anc N.M.U. Tue to —. 
pressure exerted by Ngh CIO officials in Memphis 
area aS well as officials of Leoyne College in- 


. stant organization has become dormant inasmuch as 
oS hzs been represente 


. SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


= 
rth Se he‘ bah it? ale 7% 


to 


: Ah “ 


- | *-* 
A) sae 5. 
4 vva f 

’ 


‘* 
s*” Tg ~;" *\"s 
r . 4 ° ° " "¢ 
enews ® ¢ «rh. at 7 Se Dig Sy 
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‘ec tenth annual convention of N. WN. C. » Detroit, 
"3chican May 30 through June 2, 1946. National 
CIO Headquarters, Washington, D.C. has prohibited 
all local CIO Industrial Union Councils from af~-. 

- filiating with and Kes abi instant organization. - 
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Report of- Special . Agent — 
Michigan, dated August 30, 1940. - ag 
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LETAILS ; Information set out in referenced report reflected at the 
. Tenth Annual Convention of: subject organization taree un- 
se identi fies delerates were in attendance from the state of Tennessee, This 


report ulSo rezlectec that one ADMONIA GuaNT, Nashville, Tennesses, x elected 
to tho ecutive. Doar, ally 
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propriate coverage has been developed in order that this office will immediately 
be notified should sucn an organization be developed at some future date, 
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The following investigation 
Tennesseeg 


, b7D 
——_ that it had come to his attention on good authority ba: 


at KAPI*KORSTEAD, District Representatine of the Food,Tobacco, Agricultural 
and Allied jiorkers, CIO, and WILLIA E7eDAVIS, Port Agent, National Maritime 
Union, CIC, were attemmting to organize some sort of negro organization, the 
exact name and nature of which he at the time was-unable to determine, ~ He’ > 
also advised that it had come to his attention that JOHN MACK DYSON, negro, 
Vice-President of Iocal 19 of Foot, Tobacco, Agricultural and Allied \iorkers, 
ard a woman, A. B. BARTLETT, negro, a stenogravher at the office of Local 19, 


had botn attended the National Convention of the Nutional Negro Congress neld 
sometime around June of 1946, . 


was conducted in Memphis, 


. —- 


He also advised that the above individuals had been solicit— 
ing subscriptions of all visitors to the Food, Tobacco, Agricultural and Al- 
‘lied Workers Hall, located at 66 South -Third Street, Memohis,-to the ”»’Peoples 
Voice", at the race of £5 for six months. It will be noted that the "Peoples 
Voice" is a weekly news publication formerly e@lited by ALAN CLAYTON PGOIELL, 


negro congressma:. from New York City,and has apparently very closely followed 
the existing Commnist Party 1ings =n hg, United States, 
- vost, INSP 
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were organizing a locai chapter o @ tlational Negro Congress and tnat an 
organizationai meeting was to be held in the auditorium of LelMoyne College — 

a negro institution located at McDowell ind walker Avemme, Memphis, said meet- 
ing to be held on night of October 12, 1946. — ee | | 
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| an 
organizational meeting of instant organization on the night of October 12, and 
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that about seeate-esee: negroes were in attendance « and to the beat.’ of bis ‘under-.” : 


standing they were all members of the ‘Food, Tobacco, ‘Agricultural ‘and Allied 
Workers. This meeting was presided over by JOHN MACK DYSON and also on the 
speakers! platform were KARL KORSTEAD, white, local re ae of the 
Food, Tobacco, Agricultural and Allied Workers, LARRY gional Director, 
Food, Tobacco, Agricultural and Allied workers, LAWRBICE 5 cGURTY, white, 


member of .Central CIO Staff, Memphis, and hrs. KARIPKORST:AD.: -This. moeting ° . 


was largely dominated by KORSTEAD who did most of-the talking;” however , “DYSON 
did state he had applied to the National Negro Congress Headquarters for a‘. 
charter but had rot as yet received it:but was: expecting it at.any time, ~ 


At this time DYSON requested that nominations be made for 
officers for the local “napter but KOXSTn&AD interceded arid suggested that 
the group hold this in abeyance until such time as they could make efforts 
to interest other social and labor groups in Mempnis in entering into the 
National Negro Yongress in order that-it might become more cosmopolitan iin *-- 
nature and to gain in support. KORSTEAD also told the audience that HOLLIS 
FReiiAy PRICE, Colored, President of LéMoyne’ College,had told him that this | 


- .would be the last meeting for the National Negro. Congress to hold at LeMoyne . 


College, inasmuch as the National Negro Congress was considered to be a Com 
munist Front Organization andthat its continued vresence or connections in 
any way with LeMowvne College woulda prove to be a detriment to the LeNoyne in 
stitution as well as its student body and alumi. PHICE did not attend the 
instant meeting. 
KORSTEAD then told the audience that the purpose of the 
organization was to gromote better understanding and mtual cooperation be- 
tween the whites and negroes. He went on to state thet only a small sezment 


of the white society hate and discriminate against the negro and that more 


whites would automatically associate with the negroes if it were not for 

the traditional taboo which had been placed on white-negro relations. KO&R- 
STEAD then relied on history to prove its points ard mentioned General 
Oglethorpe, founcer of the State of Georgia, who had very vehemently opsosed 
slavery and who had tried to oromote better racial understanding during his 
day but that his efforts had bsen thwarted by reactionary white slave masters. 


KORSTEAD went on to point out that there are millions of 
white people -sno would be eaper and plad to associate with negroes if it were 
not that the wovld be ostracized by reactionary elements in the white race. 


| i that in hisqinion KORSTEAD's tal was very 
flambouyant and hate inspiring and that its purpose was to point out to the 
negroes in attendance that they were mappresses ¢ and that.he, a white man, > . 
was there to hel» them improve their lot. 
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edvised that Ee. came rd 


and LARRY LARS eely. among negroes in attendance but. took no active | . 
pat in speaking activities and he stated that at the conclusion of the meet- 

ing KOPSTEAD read a mumber of poems from a book entitled,"Clods of Southern 

Eartn", by DON’ of Oglethorpe University. It will be noted that this | 


book of poemS was written by DO! WEST who is believed to be the brother-in-. 
law of MIKE*ROSS' 
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who has been active throughout -the South .and . 
is presently some place in the Carolinas. The proposed dues on: ‘organization 
were to be $1 per month and the’ next organizational meeting was scheduled” : 

- to.be held on October 26,.1946, at An. unknown location. .. 
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be no furtner meetings inasmcn as certain 
unidentified off icials : in Memphis had indicated displeasure:-in the existence 
of such organizetion and that he felt that for. the time being.the Ler poe 
would have to hold off its efforts in ¥eaphis.~ m2. 2 ee wr _ ooielagat 
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ir. W..A. ELAND, Regional Coordinator for CIQ.in.Memphis, 
Ss well as lr. EARL A=CROME, District Representative for United Steel 
Yorkers of America and PAUP” CHRISTOPHER, also a coordinator, CIO, in state 
of Tenn2ssee, ith headcuarters at Knoxville, Tennessee, had exerted oresrure 
on Local 19 of Food, Tobacco, Asricultural and Allied workers, to cease and 
desist from any further organizational efforts for the National Negro Conzress 
having labeled it as Communist organization and further that where was no place 
for such an or gantaaslen in Memphis . | , 
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a reliable source had informed 47 D 
him tnav y 2 staff member of the Central CTO 
Party in i=menis, n fired from his position because of his attempted 
affiliation with the National Nerpro Con-ress and aig. to promise b7C 
to refrain from such affiliations in tne future naving stated that 
he cid not believe in "redbaiting" and that if he wantea to associate with 
Commnists he would continue to do so despite what anyone might tell him, 
It has recently been deternined ch i left Memohis and is presentiy 
affilicted with tis Foud, Tobbaco, Agriculture! and Allied workers in Charles- 
ton, Soutn Carolina. 
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JOLIVOPTY, Tirector of all CiO State anc ‘Anicipal Industrial Union 
Councils of tne industrial organizations, had addressed a letter to tr. : 
‘PHILLIP’ COl™OLLY, Secretary of the Igs Angeles, California, ClO Industrial - 
Tnion Council excoriating CONNOLLY and the council for endorsing and raising 
funds tor weer ee. | BROPHY indicated in this letter that the 
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CIOQ.is no lonzer to support such organizations as the National Nezro Congress 
snd sniler Communist front organizations and he was demanding an immediate 
explanation of CONNOLLY's actions in this recerd as well as a statment of his 
intention to refrain from sucn indorsements and affiliations in the future 


and he set January 1, 1947 as a deadline for CONNOLLY's reply. 


He also sent a copy of this letter to MERVINCHATHBONE, the 
Caiifornia State-CIO Union Council and advised that if future ‘unauthorized 


affiliations were known, or aid given to any outside organizations,: that any 
such council committing such an act would be suspended 3 and probably its charter 


b7D 


- would be revoked by National. CIO: Headquarters, 


= this action resulted partially from an undercurrent and not — 


y publicized steps taken by various influential CTO officials at the 8th 
National Convention of the CIO held at Atlantic City in late November, 1946, 
wnen the conservative faction of the CTO had indicated unofficially that 
within the next vear or so concerted efforts will be made to remove Com 
mainists and fellow travelers. fron influential positions in the CIO, .. gah 

Recent osthoeta with have indicated 
thet there has been no indication that any me 
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did indicate that the Nationa 


O @ Navional Maritime Union fad recently contributed 372500 to the National 
Headouarters of instant a ia mee io 
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‘Ih view of the Lack of ‘evidence of any resent activities 
on the part of National Negro Congress no further investigetion is being 
currently conducted in this matter by t.is office but this office will be 
alert to detect any indication of further activities at which time it will 
be reported as completely as possible. 
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PHI FILE 100-869 


DETAILS: : 
The details of this report are being broken down into 
(1) the activities of the National Negro Congress on a national basis, and 
(2) the activities of the local chapter of the National Negro Congress at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF THE NATIOAL NECHO CONGRESS &7p 
a 


letter one on the statiorery of the National Negro 


Congress, New York City, and directed to PHILASART, District Organizer of 
the Communist Party at Philadelpnia, Pennsylvania. This letter read as 
foilows: 


"April 17, 1946 
"Dear Mr. BART: 


| "As you know the National Negro Congress has sched- 
uled its 10th Anniversary Convention in Detroit for May 30th through 
June 2nd. 


"T have been placed in charge of delegations frem 
the industrial cities along the Eastern Seaboard. Through Mr. 
Winston's suggestion I am enclosing a copy of my tentative itin- 
erary in order that you may be apprized of my date of arrival in 
Philadelphia. 


"At that time I would like to discuss with you and 
other members of your staff a quota for the area over which you 
have jurisdiction. Further we would ask that you be considering 
a person to be placed full time on this jod for the area. 


"TJ am also contacting the Executive Secretary of 
the United Peoples' Action Committee, an affiliate of ours, to 
schedule a meeting for me with trade union and community leaders 
the day efter my conference with you. Any assistance you can give 
in this latter matter will be greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely yoyrs, 
/s/ DOROTHY K.4FUNN 


DOROTHY K. FUNN 
Legislative Director" 
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a letter sent out by the Communist Party, 250 on a bx 


Strcet, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to all Section Organizers = to all 


leading trade unionists. 


This letter read as follows: 


"ay 1, 1946 
"Dear Comrades: 


"Enclesed you will find Calls to the 10th Convention 
of the National Negro Congress, which will cunvene in Detroit on 
May 30th, at 10 a.n. 


"It is very urgent that this Convention receive the 
strongest support we can muster from our State. Our attention or 
lack of attention will be a factor in determining its success. 


"The District of Eastern Pennsylvania has set a 
quota of 75 delegates - to come from Labor, Religious, Civil, Fra- 
ternal and Educational organizations. The time is short and will 
require placing someone in charge of contacting organizations in 
your Section for delegate at once. 


"As you know, the National Negro Congress played a 
very important role in the early drive to organize the CIO among 
the Negro people, and the coming drive of both CIO and AFL in the 
South. It will serve to further strengthen Negro and white unity 
in the North, to help combat growing reaction and prepare the Negro 
people as a greater force for independent political action. 


"It is urgent that you act immediately on this mat- 
ter and keep the District office informed on its progress. . 


Comradely yours, 


TOMARABRIED" 


Referenced report, which set out information regarding 


- 
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the 10th Anniversary Annual Congress, National Negro Cengress, held at Detroit, 


Michigan, May 30 through June 2, 1946, listed the following information re- 


garding delegates from Philadelphia: 


Listed among the sponsors of the convention was ARTHUR 
_HUFFARAUSET, President of the United Peoples Action Committee. 


militant Negro, who has led the activities of U.P.A.C. at Philadelphia, 
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ms a This organization, although its activity recently has been 
somewhat curtailed, is known to be dominated by members of the Communist 
Ferty at Philadelphia, Perns,livania. The referenced report also listed 
ARTHUR HUrr *S4USET as Cc-Cnairman of the Civil lights Panel. 


names of ARTHUR HUFF FAUSET, DONALD®HENDERSON, CONCHITA MAPORTER. DONALD 
HENDERSON is General President o ne Focc obaceo. and Agric tural horkers 

Union CONCHITAMPORTER was for- £7C 
merly ecretary o1 United Peoples Action Uommittee;and since the time “# 

this convention was held, she moved to Detroit, M*chigan. 


A list of members of the Executive UAE contained the 
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The report indicated that sixteen delegates attended fror 
Pennsylvania, and among these was WILLIAM D. RILGEVWAY sf Fhiladelphia. RIDGEWAY 
is Executive Secretary of the local charter of the National Negro Congress 
and is a representative of the National Alliance of Postal Employees. 


on July 18, RR 61D 
CS 22223 to the effect that the V.ashington Council o : 


ational Negro Congress, 1015 "M" Street Northwest, Washington, D. C., 
had advised the Philadelphia Chapter of the National Negro Congress that 
the following had been adopted as their program and reauested that the local 
chapters throughout the country proceed along the same line. This program 
read as follows: 
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*Od Sectives: 


"The objective of the Washington Council of the National 
Negro Congress is to achieve full democracy in the Nation's capital 
and the broadest mobilization of all the people of the District of 
Columbia behind a forward looking reconversion program to insure a 
“lasting peace with security and prosperity for all ... regardless of 
Station, race or creed. 
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"ie propose to enlist all churches, trade unions, civic, 
youth and fraternal bodies and all other organizations and individuals 
that may be interested in a united effort; and to earn for the Negro 
people in our community and in the Nation, econemic, cultural, polit- 
ical equality and full rights cf citizenship. 
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"Second Bill of Rights Adapted for D. C. 


Ar 


"Our basic economic and cultural aims are best expressed 
in the Second Bill of Rights as they are particularly applicable to 
the District of Columbia. Among these are: 
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The right cf als. pecples in the District of Columbia, regard- 
le&Ss cf race, creed, cvlor or national origin, to a useful job in 
the industries and sh-ps of the Nation's Capital, including public 
utilities, the Distric” anc Federal Government Agencies. 


"2. The right of all peoples to earn enough to provide adequate 
food, clothing amd recreation. 
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"3. The right of every business man, large and small and whatsoever 
station in life, to trade in an atmosphere of freedom. 


"4. Tne rignt of every family to a aecent forme and adequate recre- 
ational fecilities free from segrezation. 


"5, The right of all races and creeds to adequate medical care 
and the opportunity to achieve and enjoy good health through hos- 
pital care, free from segregation. \ 

Rehan 
"6. The right cf all peoples to adequate protection from the eco- 
nomic fears cf old age, sickness, accident and unemployment. 
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"7, The right of all to a good education free from segregation. 
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"(Adapted from President ROOSEVELT's message on the State of the 
Union on June 1, 1944) 


"Coeperation with Labor 
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"In addition we believe it our duty to aid in the or- 
ganization of the unorganized Negro workers and to unite them with 
their white brothers for common action for their mutual aid and pro- 
‘tection into lator unions --- AFL, CIO, the Brotherhoods, and all 
bona fide independent unions--and to secure for tnem the right to 
equal participation in all trade unions so as to bring about a more 
effective organization of the working men and women of America, re- 
gardiess of race, creed, color or nationality. 
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"Political Aims 
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"Politically we seek th: cooperation of every orgmi- 
zation in the city for:, 


"a. The right of franchise for the District residents. 


"bh. The right of Negro citizens to serve on juries, 
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+: Full representation of the District residents in the Congress 
of the United States. 


re pledge ourselves to fight racial discrimination 
and Jim Crowism in any form in which it may show itself in our con- 
munity and in the Nationg; to join with every individual and organi- 
zation in the attainment of unequivocal democracy, economic securi ty 
and freedom. 


"Our organization is established as a non-partisan, 
non-sectarian body. We do not aim to duplicate the work of exist- 
ing organizations, but to work in accord with them, 


"As a present guide to political action, we urge 
full support of the following legislative and programmatic measures 
which embody our objectives for the District ef Columbia and for 
the Nation. 
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"]l. Yor full, complete and real suffrage in the District of Cclumbia. 


"a, Passage of McCarran Bill granting municipal government 
for the District. 

"b. Fassage of Capper Resolution giving residents of the 
District national suffrage. 


For complete civil liberty. 

"a. Passage of Civil Rights Bill. 

For adequate low cost housing and recreation. 

Na. Passage of the Bill with an amendment outlawing 
Segregetion. 


"b. Kescinding the un-&merican discriminatory Dy-laws of 
the Velfare and Recreation Board. 
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Full support of the national program of the National Negro 
Congress, 


ta. Jobs. 


Full and fair employment for all crganizations, and 
integration of Negroes into trade unions. 
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Equal participation of all Veterans in the GI Bill of 
Rights and other benefits accruing to them as fighters 
for Democrecy. 


Housing, health and recreation without segregation or 
discrimination. 


Key legislétive issues. 
"). A permanent Feir Employment Practice Committee with 


an adequate staff and budget. Support of HR 2232 
end S 101. 


rod’ 


Passage of the Anti-Poll Tax Bill, HR 7, without delay. 
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Full employment." 
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eptenver 19, 19,6, i 1 7 2 
2 letter printed on the stationery of the Netional Lb 
Negro Congress, National Office, 307 Lennox Avenue, Reem 204, NewYork, 27, 
New York. The letter was addressed to PHIL BART, District Yrganizer, and 
read as follows; 


(aa 


"Dear Mr. BART: 


"According to ar records, you are circulating United 
Nations Signature Blanks #10412. Through the medium of this blank 
and with your aid, we are looking furward to accumulating 5 million 
individual signers who support our Petition to the United Netions 
presented to that body by officers of the National Negro Congress 
on June 6, 1946, 


Ne have set a time limit on this phase of the canm- 
paign and for that reason, we are asking that you adhere to the fl- 
lowing suggestions: 


"“l. That you submit a weekly report to this office of all signed 
petitions you have collected to date. 


"2. That this report be accompanied by check or money order repre- 
senting contributions collected to date. 


That you give a short resume of the activities you have carried 


out in your community to bring the Petition to the attention 
of the American public, 


rid wet 
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"Just to give you a little idea of the response of 


the people to our Signature campaign, we are enclosing a very par- 
tiai report. 


cincerely yours, 
/s/DOROTHY KR. FUNN 


DOrO THY K. FUNN, Director a. 
UN Petition Campaign" | b 


BR 
On October 9,-1946, 


a letter from the National Negro Congress, National Office, 
307 Lerncx Avenue, New York, 27, New York, dated September 27, 1946, and . 
addressed to PHIL BART. The text of the letter read that the National Negro 
Congress was anxicus to get back all the United Nations Signature Petitions 
which were still outstanding so that they could intensify their campaign 
fer fiv> million signatures by Cctober 23, when the General Assembly of the 
United Nations was to meet in New York. It was stated that at that time 
they intendec to present further substantiating evidence on the oppression 


of the Negro people in Americas The letter was signed by CELIAVFORMAN, 
UN Petition Campaign: 


ACTIVITIES OF THE LOCAL CHAPTER OF THe NATIONAL NEGKO CONGRESS 42 


Cn July 2 was ir.ter- 679, C 
viewec by Special Agent wn> furnished the foilowing informa- 


tion concerning the reorganization of the Philedelpnia Chapter of the National 
Negro Cor.gress: 


a . 


“The informant advised that CONCHITA POKTER, Secretary of 
U.P.A.C., LESTERMCLAYBOURNE, Local #155, U-E.R.M.V.A., and THOMAS NABRIED of 
Communist Perty Headquerters, Philadelphia, were delegates from this city 
to the National Negro Convention held in Detroit May 30 to June 2, 1946. 
He informed that ARTHUic HUFF FAUSET had been instructed 
_ to head the reorganization of the National Negro Congress in Philadelpnia 
thst secret meetings were held at the J.P.A.C. Center with FAUSET)..- #-4 + ~ 
ACHTT A, POKTrh, LESTER CLAYSYURNE, 2 2HOMAS D, and VILLIAM —— ee 
B Postal Allience present. ~ AS -a@ result of | is 4s a tempoftry 
| mittee was formed, at which time LESTER CLAYROURNE: ema ted Chairman; 
CONCHITA PORTER, Treasurer; and WILLIAM RIDGEV:AY, Secretery. 
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x i. informant. gontapted. WILLIAM +I DGBMAY,, 4th regard 
t5°ERe atfTyitics of the new organization, wnd he advised that the 
temporary offices would be located at the U.P.A.C. Center, 2307 North Broad 
street, and that the reguler meetings would be held and that the National 
Negro Congress would ultimately be the “big organization" in Philadelphia. 


The informant further reported that, of aeey wm, 128)! 
EDWARDSETRONG , 261 New York avenue, Brocklyn, New York, Executive of the 
wational Headquarters of the Naticnal Negro Congress, met with TOM NABLIED, 
BILE“DAVIS, CONCHITA PORTER, and ARTHUR HUFF FAUSET to discuss plans relative 
to the establishment of a new Philedelphia Chapter of the Netional Negro 
Congress. As a reSult of this meeting, it was agreed that U.P.A.C. would re- 
etrict its activities to political action end that letters would be sent out 
immediately to key individuals, informing them of the plan to establish a 
Philadelphia Chapter of the National Negro Congress. It was agreed that 
CONCHITA PORTEK end TOM NABKIED wouid contact individials in the labér move- 
ment sympathetic to the Negro cause in order to get their backing for this 
rew organization. 

em a rw. <a 
‘Om July 30, i94o, Seorfi dential Informan advised thet 67D 
the United Peoples Action Committee; 2307 North Broad Street, Friladelphia, 
Fennsylvania, under the leadership of ARTHUR HUFF F.AUSET, would start a spe- 
cial membership drive to establish the local chapter of the National Negro 
Congress et Philadelphia. According to t!.c informar.t, the Naticmal Office 
of the Netioral Negro Congress hed set a figure of 100,000 members to be 
recruitec by May 30, 1947. - A WILLIAM#AavVIS was listed as oeing ia charge 
cf the membership drive in Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New York. 


b?D 


SVELYNLAaMath® of the Irternational “iorkers Order Office e2 

as elected to be representative of the Pniladel- 

pmia hatienal Negro Congress at the American Crusade to End Lynching, scheduled 

to be held on September 23, 1946, at ashington, D. C. Miss LAMBERT informed 

LAURENA TAYLOR of the American Youth for Democracy that she would be the only 

representative to the Crusade from the National Negro Congress. She also in- 

saicated that the present membership of the Congress in Philadelphia now 

totaled approxiriately forty persons. 


| “cn September 13, 1946, Sonfidential informa ob 472 
‘this effice with the organization plan setup for the Philadelphia Chapter of 


the National Negro Cengress. This program read as follows: 


7 . . 
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"Organization Plan for Philadelphia National Negro Congress 
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"Purpose of organization - To Build an organization which can ef- 
fectively express and realize the economic, political and social 
demands of the 250,000 or more Philadelphia Negroes, 


as 


"I. Initial Organizational Plan 


A. Organizing Corp - An organizing corp will be built consist- 
ing of 40 to 50 people who can devote themselves to the 
work of setting up the Chapter. 


cab LY 
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1. Leadership in the group wili be temporary pending com- 
pletion of the organization of the Chapter. 
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2. All Philadelpnia convention delegates should be part 
of and form base for Organizing Corp. 


Membership campaign - It is proposed that a quota of 1500 
N.N.C. members be set. (Quota to be filled by Oct. lst, 


vat Paes abt 917. YOM 


1. Area concentration for initial drive will be North 
Philadelphia because of its large (90,900) Negre popu- 
lation. This concentration is most graphically seen 
when broken down by wards. 
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Ward Percent of Negro Population 
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13th 30% 
14th 55x 
20th 604 
28th 35% 
29th 25% 
32nd 52% 
47th 90% 
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2.e The emphasis in recruiting will be on obtaining members 
from trade unions. Special attention will be given to 
those unions which have members living in the North 
Fhiladelphia area. Our perspective will be to recruit 
union members who can in turn carry on our membership 
campaign within their respective union. Concentration 
will be on the following unions: 
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Vt oe Fy y Nett 
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"ULE. 

FTA} 

Laundry Workers 
N.M.U. 

TRU. 

I.LeAo 
Hodcarriers Union 


Civic and Church organizations in the area will be con- 
centratec on for membership. Special attention will 

be given to groups prepared to join the N.N.C. as a 
body (e.g. Civil xights Committee 15th Viard, Tenants 
League. ) 


Quota breakdown - The membership drive will begin July 
26th with an open air meeting and continue through Oct. 
1. The quota for specific periods during the drive 

is as follows: | 


July 27th - Aug. 15th 300 
Aug. 15th - Sept. 15th 700 
sept. 15th - Oct. 1 560 


C. Issues in initial campaign 


1. Because of the current effcrt of big business to lower 
the living standards of all the American people through 
inflationary measures the immediate campaign should 
be directed against the rise of prices and rents. 
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a. Methods 
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1. Support of City Council Ordinance freezing rents 
as of June 30th. 
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2. Setting up of 'Price Patrol' unit anc an infoma- 
tien center on price rises. 
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3. Picketing of stores and landlords raising prices 
and rents. 
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Immediate joint action with groups (e.g. Tenants 
League, City CIO) fighting inflation including 
letters and petitions to local, state and national > 
officials. 
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Unitec Nations Petition Campaign — The N.N.C. petition 
to the UN on oppression of the American Negro will be 
supported through circulation of the UN. petition for 
Signature. Support will be given to the organization 
of Peoples Tribunals for further testimony on Negro 
oppression and the campaign to unseat Senator BILBO. 


Finances - The raising of Funds will be a refiection of 
good organizational work. 


l. Methods 


a. Membership -— (50:3 of fee goes to local N.N.C. Chapter) 

b. Circulation of UN. petition 

c. Saie of literature anda buttons 

d. Special fund raising througn raffles, social affairs, 
donations, etc. 


Cur perspective will be to raise sufficient funds to 
support at least one and if possible two full-time 
workers. 
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Fledge = In our financial drives attention will be given 
to the Fenna. Convention Pledge to raise ¢5,000 fér 
N.NsC. by next convention, 
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Long-term Crganizational Plan -— 5ecause of the distinct regional 
separation of Phileaelphia the long-term plan after completion 

of the N. Phile. drive will be tc organize the Phila. N.N.C. 
along the regional pattern with separate branches in N. Phila. 

S» Phila. and W. Phila. coordinated by a central office eperat- 
ing on the City level. Long-term program will be program adoptec 
at N.N.C. Convention interpreted in terms of local situations." 


. - ‘ge. «0 eee” ery 7 —— 
$y. “october 4, 1516, eatedential- Srna: sclosed L7D 

that the local chapter of the National Negro Congress would establish their 
neadquarters at the U.P.A.C. Center, 2307 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Informert advised that ARTHUR HUFF FAUSET was endeavoring 
to obtain the services of an active individual to promote the activities of 
the Congress publicly while FAUSET directs their activities under cover. 
Previous to this time CONCHITA PORTER, Secretary of U.P.AC., was directing 
the activities of the National Negro Congress; but her activities were ter- 
minated when she moved to Detroit, Michigan. 
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7 ee October 28, 1946, Sonfigeats Mentors oa 67D 


~r.at RAYMOND F XPRYOR had been elected Temporary Chairman of the National 
Negro Congress at Philadelphia for six months, during which time the other 
officers of this chapter would be THOMAS NABRIED, Vice-Chairman, and WILLIAM 
RIDGEWAY, executive Secretary. 

The informant advised that the Philedelphia Chapter, in 
line with recent policies adopted by the Netional Office, had agreed to accept 
individual memberships and plans to inaugurate a membership drive, pointing 
out thet the former policy cf the National Negro Congress was only to accept 
as members persons who were affiliated with trade unions or other similar or- 
genizations. He @@vised thet the Philadelphia chapter would investigate dis- 
criminatory practices exercised against hegrees reletive to the integration 
of Negroes in the field of employment in public utilities such as the Bell 
Telephone Cempany and the Philadelphia blectric Company. At the present time 
the Congress is attempting to have Negroes whe can pass for white apply for 
positions at the Bell Telephone Company and then have Negroes who can be 
identified as such apply in order to aScertain information concerning the 
employment policies of the Bell Telephone Company. Z i, 


as advised this office that 
tne lecal chapter of the National Negro Congress wes endeavsring to ootain 
a well-known individual to appear at Phiiadelpnia in order to launch a can- 


paign to esteblish the National Negro Con 24 
the iledelphiea area. In this regard, 
contact was made with New York City to arrange an appointment with 


DA CLAYTON MOVELL, VITOAMARCANTONI@, and possibly HENRYM*ALLACE concerning 
bringing them down to Philadelphia to speak at the anti-lynch rally to be 
sponsored by the Nationa) Negro Congre 


On November 12, 1946, advised that 
tne local office had informed HERBERT OPPENHEIMER to discontinue any further 
efforts to obtain a speaker for them because they had decided to call off 
their rally in favor of the N.A.A.C.P. rally. 
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cn Decssher 18, 146 504 
to this office that RAYMOND*PRYOK, Chairman of the local chapter of the National 


Negro Congress, was becoming dissatisfied with the interest being shown by 

tne local members. He pointed out that the same four or five individuals 
attended every meeting and that he was putting out his own money in propaganda 
and that they were not getting any tangible results to show for it. He added 
thet the New York Office was not giving them any help and thet all they do 

is ask for money, which the local office does not have, 
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On Lecember 14, 1946, 
ew eeeerre fan to the effect that the local chapter of the National 
egro Congress would cosperate with the newly formed organizetion, namely the 
Civil Rights Congress, The Civil hights Congress is known to be control] 
ty members of tne Communist Party at Philadelphia. Ce 2: =: 
Can the Civil Rights Congress intends .to coordinating 
y in tne field of civil liberties of Negroes and will assist the National Lb? D 
Negro Congress in handling caSes. : 
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TOM NABRIED and RAYMOND PRYOR were concerned over the membership drive of the 
local chapter of the Netional Nezgro Congress; anc it was agreed that in order 
to impress prospective members,that the membership of the local chapter would 


be listed as from 70O te 1000 in spit h hey actually have 
only 40 members. NABRIED indicatec the National Negro 
Congress was conducting a campaign in oraer to put Negro clerks and gas readers 


in the Fnileaeiphia Gas Company and to also obdtain positions for Negroes with 
tne Bell Telephone Company. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION | 


A copy of this report is vceing forwarded to the Y.ashington 
Field Division in view of the fact that this organization is of interest to 
that office, 


DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 


A copy of tnis report is veing forwarded to the Detroit 
Field Division in view of the fact tnat tnis organization is of interest to 
tnat office. 


PHILADELPHIA FIELD DIVISION 


AT PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


Will continue the revort on the local cnapter of the 
National Negro Congress at Philedeipnia, Fennsylvania. 
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HENRYNGiOGDEN, Negro investigator for the army Quartermaster Depot. 
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SY NOPS!IS OF FACTS: 
bart en elected chairman 
ih ai “\ =) n Diego County CP. CP urged San Diego 
9 .*\ NNO to agitate against San Diego Street Railway 


e eo Comoany for its refusal to hire colored operators 
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Revort of Special Agent 
Diego dated 12/5/46. 
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On December 3, 1946, the Adition of "Peoples World® con 

« tained an article stating that JOHN WILLIAMS as chairman and WILLIAX 
SRRON as president of the South Bay Branch of the NVC in San Diego 

(ened a letter to the Pi quoting a letter sent to the Mayor and City 

Council of National City by the NNO opposing the current proposed a Y 
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On December lk, 1947 JE tates that in conjunction with the proposed -~ 

sti:mmlation of action in the Logan Heights to date was nothing more than a 

name organization run by’ the CP with ‘a few influential outside” has tyne =f) Lo 5 
it becomes a powerful organizations are 
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At San Diego, California, ae Sey 
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facts of awcrican Kesro oppression to the nations of — endorse the 
activities of the kay Day Comnittec. i 


f — 
°F 
“ Whe 


. ~ 
_). 5° 


— s 


a 
ay ys v 4" 


7 tf <<* 


: 7 
ae ’ 
‘ > 


eK 
Po I eee 


YAO WES SYN ORY 
“hte hE 


. 
’ 


‘es : : ) ¥ “" P, 
sy vit 
at .. . 


Bat ae ye 


~ 


A, 


Dae | 


. ee 
wd 


~ 


i*> 


’ 
ws 


ae 


‘ 


1 Ope tap ke 
-% - 


; 


Pret ee e* 


w. Ay 
Na re 


at 7 


Shy . ; 
of ts 


,* 
5 . 


: he ” ‘ 
1 
*}, ‘ : 
ne Oe eee : ae ie ne. a 


y _“% 


fy 


| 
yh 
» * 
Pe we 4. 20a 


"eT? de ae See 
. ae 
- 


7 so 
’  - ie 
id = ’ 
ul tan ee 
> 


n 


‘ 


Ta 
tional negro Congress. °-This. is “so because- the’ national “wegro Conzi:; cr 


_ the_National Negro Congr esse"... Sahn y: lh 


eee 


or 2 Be "e eZ: 
’ gh BEG ., 
‘e? ER bos 
Mi = agp. Sees fire. ay os Re Ar a 
ie. mist collaborate with and give leadership to’ all these’. 
Wwe must Stress that we have a differentiated approach 


ie mst give assistance to inclusive unity, “but stress 
the importance especially of building and strengthening the’ a- 


croups, 
to each. ‘Tt 


, 


gress is an organization which by ‘its character. and past role and oy | 
tradition has been in the forefront -in. cementing ties between labor ats 
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the rights of the Nezro’people is’ based on massed “struggles -and **: ” 
political action. It is an organization in which unity of Cormunist 
and nonComminist is a fact. Therefore, since we recognize that the 

issues facing the negro people and the nation today can only be won. 
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mi On June “. 1946, an’ ‘article ameeares in the "ui nneapolis,é % 
Spokesman,” a negro weekly newspaper... This articleireported: ‘that -at c rahe. 
‘regular mopthly meeting”of ‘the St. Paul Branch of the ‘NAACP, B BILESARRR OS waa 
scheduled to make a report. on June: 18 concerning * ‘the’ National. Negro Congress’. : 
convention which was held at Detroit; » Michigan, | convening on May ‘31, 1946 «+ S 
This newspaper item repor-ted- that HERRON was a member of the Executive Board 
of the local branch of the NAACP and served on an —, Steering Com 
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mittee of the Detroit conference. 
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The "Minneapolis Spokesman” also published a release. on x , 
August 30, 1946, entitled, "wational arene Congress Branch ‘Revived Here .® : 
This article Was as follows: ve 
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"The’ St. Paul Branch of the siational negro congress; Te= 
vived after:a period of: inactivity: due ‘to’the war, met last Seitay’” 
evening, Augustrl6, at 443 Rondo Avenue, the office of Local’ 516. 


Temporary officers of the branch have announced that the Congress 
will fight for full equality of citizenship for Negroes, for the 
Fair Employment Practice Commission, and for elimination of racial: | 
discrimination in employment.. Locally the organization will'unite . 
' with other organizations in fighting for better. housing, a io 
' FEPC, and for the issue of fair price controls. -mationally the- ~::- 


Congress has launched a nationwide drive to. fight the postwar” wave :83F 
of terror against Negro’ people. ~The St. Paul’ Branch will met. _~ 
each Friday evening at Local 516 until fur ther. notices ss 
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National negro Congress. 


accoraine vv 
activities of the nationa ress in the Twin City area 
@ practically negligible. stated that he Was not aware 


6s and Was quite positive that no regula> 
ng held by the national herro Congress. According to ©. ::. 
the largest, most infl ive Negro organiza- 


§ area is the Urban League. as aware Of the *. .. 
at certain attempts had been made to activate NrC “in this: area, $:. 27)... 
believed that all atte ad’ -probably been ‘instigated a 
omminist influence. said that in the event the unC-~.. 
consequence in t& particular area, he felt that he would be 
of this fact. 
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according the wetional negro Congress was not. 
m orgemized Club at that.time; however, ‘a ‘large’ organized Negro ‘club did 
exist in ‘Minneapolis | at ) 


me. but he could not recall the’exact na 
of the orcenisation.. 


eee that he was aware : of the fact that 
HERRU.: Was an ve 


nist and that he had been sent to the national 
convention by ‘the Communist Party in oer - 


. bis 
, ? .. =e o.>. “ 
“a . ~ o = > 
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| QUE «-:0r:0c tint to. ‘ate! eee ateavenene Was. no ‘revival 
of meetings o 


"nC: in this area nor was there any organized activity in 
tne Twin City area of the National Negro Congress at the present time. 


ne any meetings had been held at Local 6516 headquarters, he woulda 


D6 Tully awar fact, but that to his knowledge no such meetings had 
been held. ointed out that he was aware of the fact. that attempts 


nad been made to reorganize the local NNC, and it was 


hi thet most $7? 3 
of these attempts had been initiated by WILLIAM HERRON. | reported 
trat KERRON was extremely unpopular among the Negro element in 


Twin 
City area, principally in view of HERRON 'S known and admitted Communist 
activities. 


In BRON'S limited following among tne colored folks 
ia this locality, elieved all attempts by him to reorganize the 
Congress nad been in vain. 


He also pointed out that HERRON was quite seriously 
ill for the past several months, and this was probably: the reason for LERRON'S 
inactivity along these lines at the present time. 


assured the writer that if the nC was influential | 2, 
and active in the Twin Vity area, ne would be aware of this. facte eas NS. ose 7 a 


Minne sota, 


reported that _ 
&@ negro organization in Minneapolis wnich nad sent.several® - 


ormerly tnere was 


aa to the National Negro’ ‘Gongress oouvention, | but that = * the war 
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| e knew of no activity-among-colored people in respect’ to’ os 
tke NAC. tated that he neard that four or five negroes got to- 7.“ 49D 
gether several months ago in an attempt to organize the NNC in'St. Paul, but 
failed to do s0. ae Ree ad F ; c 3 ae Re abi s Rl: 
% | a : al We. " f 
who is very active in negro civic affairs in St. 
aul, advise organized activity of the National . 
Negro Longress locally. acquainted with BILL HERRON and “ 
other local leading negro Communists and stated that he believed there had ~ 
been some attempt by certain Negro Communists several months ago to organize 
the Negro Congress; however, there was no indication that they had been able. 
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advised that no meetings were being held by the ANU at the head- 
quarters of Local 516. was acquainted with the fat that reguler | 
meetings were being hel AYD, but he was absolutely certain that no 
regular meetings were being held by the National negro Congresse - 


and ae ..: unable to furnish 


any infor.ration regarding the Nation&él Negro Congress. Z 77 
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STNBAPD FORM NO, 64 


(- —~ 
Office eae eae . UNITED senile GOVE 


: | Director, FBI os DATE: 


SUBJECT: HNICAL SUR 
@yaTIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
“INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


pe ; a se : ' SAC, plied Wires, 
és a ‘sisal 


Mr. F ontoges . 
Mr G..—2 tameo.. 
Reference is mde to your letter dated February 10, 1947s ee | 
ws BEM. .c coc coe 
Efforts on the part of this organization to reorganize ‘in een | 
Philadelphia have not materialized. The organization claims a 
memership from 700 to 1000, but actually they mumber only 40, 
In view of the limited activity of this group, it is mt anti- R A 
cipated that the technical surveillance on this organization, G I. 


which was temporarily discontinued by this office on December 
SO, 1946, will be reinstalled. 
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PY Page(s) withheld entircly at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where ~~ 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Ba Deleted under exemption(s) CS } (2) ‘ey, with no segregable 


materia! availablic for release to you. 


[_) Information pertained only to @ third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
[J Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ics) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - C. 


sts ED Ole 6729-603, 


ah There is being submitted herewith a photostatic copy of a memorandum 
| dated March 16, 1947, concerning a.conferonce of the Cultural Division of the 
above-captioned organisation, which was held in New York City. ~ 


This memorandun was furaished to the Bureau by an unknown outside 
source and if the information is utilised it shonld be appropriately parachrased, 
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~“NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


SY NOPSIS OF FACTS: Iocal chapter of MNC organized 8-23-46 under 


Majority of com- 
e chairmen and newly appointed legislative 

representative are Party members. Chapter's pol- 
icies are dictated and controlled by CP Missouri 
state headquarters. Membership estimated at ap- 
proximately 100 persons and greater majority are 
colored. Finaucially very weak. Activities have 
included public mass meetings such as the organi- 
zational affair on 8-23-46, protestations of dis- 
crinination on 9-25-46 and 11-7-46, segregation 
theater pickets on 11-17-46 and 1-24-47, a rally 
at the Mo. state legislature on 1-8-47 to support 
newly elected negro legislators and a joint meeting 


on 2-12-47 with local chapter of the Civil Rights 
Congress. 


= 
= - . 
= 
 _? 
mm 
sg 
a. 
>= 
a 
o ° 
a 
= 


- Pr - 


REFERENCE# Report of Special Agent (Gated 


8-30-46 at Detroit. ~~ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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lights of the voluminous information which has been furnished consistently 
APPROVED AND | 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
FORWARDED: 7 . 
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to this office by several informants, as ary as reliable sources, of. | “te | 
in:ormation. | | 


ame anc Address = 
The local chapter of the National Negro Cumieens maintains its 
office in Room 317, People's Finance Building,-11 North Jefferson, which :. 


is a thickly populatec Negro | area. ee seereral in — of this office 
is Mrs. PAULINE MURPHY. . ; 


- 


& Br a : 
Committee Chairmen 


This organization, which is also known as the st. jouis Council — 
of the NNC, has as its officers the fo Llowing:** * 


: 
 S 
-- 
he 

Pe 


re D. tosnso INSON, Sr ~- President ee em 
PAU LINE 2 in . = Executive Secretary | 
Mrs. OLLIE \BUSH - Treasurer 
Dr. W.y C.\BRIDGES - Finance Chairman 
JAMES - Membership Chairman 

-— JaMEs] GAN - labor Chairman ———— 
TOMJGATES . - Publicity Chairman 

' Rev. OWEN H.}WHITFIELD - Regional NNC Organizer 
ANN] YASGUR . - = Iegislative Representative 
WILLLAU —— -.- = labor Adviser 
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Members of NNC Rational Board era ) ; 
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The iniividuals from this area who are members of the National 
Board of the NNC are CHARLES ANDERSON, a we and JOSEPH TIRES , an 
organizer for the UERMWA, CI | 


NNC ‘Board sa 


O_O q 


The members of the local board of the chapter are as follows: 


HERMAN WEBB :} PAULINE MURPHY 
J. CLAYBOURNE ‘BUSH Dr. W. C. BRIDGES 
—o 


Te, toe General Membership ©. ffenestr 
The general mp rshi tion is composed generally 
of colored persons. as disclosed the _ 


, fact that * the entire. ; aoe 
membership pter is approximately one hundred persons. 
The vast majority of "eens individuals are not active in the chapter and 
cannot be counted on to aid in committee work. They are utilised to 


attend the general mass meetings sponsored by the eaiunnanned 


Chapte r Policies | ? 


prominent m zation, has Potated consiste that the 
chapter selisias are dictated and controlled by CP me pedee State Head- 
Quarters. The chapter is relatively new in St. Louis but/there is no 


doubt it is following a line dictated generally had RAIPH/ISHAW, CP Missouri 
State Chairman. {\ 


The chapter is known to have followed the party's general policy © 
to foment comment utilising incidents of discrimination against Negroes. 
Jt has also fallen in line and is supporting an FEPC bill which has been .” 
- introduced into the Missouri state legislature by two members of the 
legislature including WILLIAM(MASSINGALE 


ae any action is taken by the 
local chap On any subject someone from CP Missouri State Headquarters 


is consulted and the action of the =v will be Giscussed in detati and © 
formulated for the group. ; 


PAULINE MURPHY : communicate i: $7 D 


daily with some Party functionary and the office of the NNC is known as 
a hang out for Party members. 
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It is know ee ee whenever the CP of Missouri needs 
someone or organization to front for it, they have utilized the local 
_ chapter of the NNC. 


An excellent example occurred in connection with the death of 

WILLIE fi0WARD, a Negro veteran of World War II. HOWARD died as the re- 
sult of gunshot wounds at the hands of an officer of the St. louis Metro- 
politan Police Department. In order to bring the matter to the attention 
of the public the CP of Missouri arranged for the National Negro Congress 
to organize a group known as the Committee for William Howard. As RALPH 
SHAW stated, the sole purpose of this new group was to hold a mass meeting © 
on September 23, 1946 at the Fairfax Baptist Church. There is no doubt 
that this activity aided to a certain extent in securing an — 
i the FBI of the facts surrounding the death of WILLIAM HOWARD. 
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The idea to » pabeiinhia:s the chapter of the National Negro Con- 
gress in this area appears to have had its origin in the i 
State Headquarters. Information consistently furnished con- 
firms this conclusion. Such activity in connection with organization 
is estimated to have commenced about May 15, 1946 with the selection of 
a delegation of approximately twenty-three persons who are known to have - 
| attenied the Tenth Anmal National Negro Congress Convention which was 
held at Detroit, Michigan, May'30 through June 2, 1946. The individuals 
who are known to have attended the convention are as follows: 


veona. ‘azan 


SUE iO WERSON 
RAY\ WOLVERSON | 
JOSEPH SQUIF 
NATHAN \OS o 
TOM GATES’ = a 
HELEN\MUSIL - 
BOBBIE QUIRES 
LAVERNE {SCHMIL 
CHARLES ANDERSON 


LAr igs - MOU = 


—— - 


on Shat these ‘individuals attended as “delegates was received 

So far it has been confirmed that LEONA CHAZEN, SUB and RAY 7 VD 
DERSON and JOSEPH SQUIRES attended. It is believed 
information is correct. ~ | 


At the Convention CHARLES ANDERSON.and JOSEPH SQU TRES 1 were 
selected as members of the NNC National Board. 
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inz. This is specifically confirmed 


On return of the delegation to St. Louis it is = L7D 
at they made reports to their respective ee ae 
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| the national office of the National 
Negro Congress has instructed that each chapter- gather evidences of dis- 
crimination against the Negroes existing in their respective localities. a7D 


These items of discrimination formal report by — 
the NNC to the United Nations. arrangements were - 
made for items of this nature to nh gaan dc he socal area. ~ 


“= Ag 


? , & 2 


In connection with this program NG Solr dieitateshion the 
Communist Party outlined a signature mobilization in order to collect 
Signatures on a petition to be presented to the United Nations by the 
National Negro Congress. Ali Communist groups in this area participated 
in the mobilization and booths were maintained at various corners in the 
St. Louis area. These booths were manned uniformly by members of the ~ 
Communist Party and the instructions as to personnel to man the booth 
and time of day were issued in detail by CP Missouri State Headquarters. 


Wuring the afternoon session 

Section Organizer, spoke on the Negro problem. He stated with regard 

to the local chapter of the National Negro Congress that the Commnist 
Party mst lead- the MNC and should not turn its problems over to NNC. 
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Ul 2... Georgia Tynchings Protest Meeting © | 
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This mass demonstration under Party leadership was held on 
Auzust 4, 1946 at the Fairfax Baptist Church, Vandeventer and Cook, with 
the alleged purpose as a protest of the lynching of four negroes at } 
Monroe, Georgia. The sponsorship of the meeting was indicated as the St. 
louis Committee for FEPO, a known CP front, the American Youth for/Democ- © 
racy and the Commnist Party in St. Touis. The chairman of the meeting 
was Dr. W. C. BRIDGES, 


Speaker clude KR, CHAR ANDERSON, -BLLIC AXMAN, .. - 
d WILLIAM WMASSINGALE. The meeting can 
ed as a success Ofar as the Party is concerned. 


The conclusion of the second phase of this organization is 
more or less summarized by the report of the organizing committee. It 
reflecis that on August 1, 1946 the organizing committee of the St. Iouis 
Council of the National Negro Conzress met to map out a program. This 
program followed the conclusions of the National NNC Convention, namely . 
to support the petition to the United Nations on behalf of 13,000,000... . 
Negroes and to ask the UN to speak out against discrimination and oppres- 
gion of the American Nezro. The organizing committee followed througn by 
securing more than 4,000 signatures to the petition and has secured spe- 
cific instances of local discrimination, all of which will be presented 
to the United Nations. 
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On August 23, 1946 the St. Louis Cnapter will hold its initial 
organizational membership megting at the Pine Street YMCA. The principal 
speaker selected was REVELS ON, the Executive Secretary of the national 


body. A 


| The members of the organizing committee were identified as: 
H. D.: ROBINSON, NATHAN OSER, J. sun HELEN MUSI 
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The formal  xeeeseinbael meeting was | combined with g necting 
on August 25, which was attended by approxin: 80D le 
7 Was not so We at tLended. 
HERMAN WEBB, was elected rag we se?” 
and PAD LINE MURPHY was selected as tr 2 arated vs ara | 
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: The principal address iy REVELS CAYTON was ” piven we the ‘ aieat 25." 
meeting and he handled the national picture been OSER -— on the share : 
cropping conditions in Missouri. ° 4 biel 


Handbills advertising the meeting and formal notices of the 


meeting, as well as newspaper clippings concerning what transpired are 
maintained in the St. louis Division file. 


Activities 


The first program adopted by the new chapter was to fasten 
itself on the case of WILLIAM HOWARD. AL MURPHY was Selected as the 


- individual to contact the BORARD Riot and obtain permission to rep 
resent them. ‘this permission was giver 


This protest meeting was -held on September 23, in conjunction 
with the National Negro Congress's drive to send a mass delegation to 
Washington, D. C. on September 23, 1946 to protest an alleged lynching 
wave which is supposed to be sweeping the United States. So far as is 
known, no St. Louis delegates attended the demonstrations in Washington, 


D. Cy They considered the sons re meeting as their vacphenelanaen 
in the nationst effort. .. - ess ep ge 


~ . o 


The Communist Panty cooperated 2 this effort anc the speakers 
included the Reverend OWEN A/HIT WILLIAX 
* \samm, 
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and the Reverend CHARIZES' 


A second protest mass meeting was sponsored by the » local _ 
on November 7, 1946 in the of the 
locust Street. ae ara COOK Dr. W. C Tonivons, who 
served as chairman; INGALE’ and OWEN WHITFIELD poke on the 
program. The object of "or ts meeting was to obtain intervention by the 
federal government in order to hii iat the facts concerning 
the death of WILLIAM HOWARD.. we es | ei 2) 
The original letters concerning the calling of this meeting 


and the newspaper press accounts are maintained in the St. Louis Field 
Division files. 
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Another program adopted by the local chapter was a protestation 
against the segregation policy followed uniformly by the local movie 
houses and legitimate theater. 
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On November 17, P 1946 the chapter sponsored a picket at the 
American Theater at the performance of "Carmen Jones" which was billed 
as an all Negro cast. The supporting organizations were the Citizens 
Council for Democracy and the American Youth for Democracy. 
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’ The show "Carmen Jones” was again picketed on November 27, 
ani the newspaper accounts containing the names of persons in the picket 
line reflected a number of known COMMRL STS - the details are — 
in the St. Louis ses + » 0 wf “ ce Ts oo . 
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When WALTER\ STON appeared at the American Theater on Jam- 
ary 24, 1947 the chapter combined with the Citizens Council for Democracy, 
the AYD, the Civil Rights Congress and the local chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and established a picket 
line. This picket was successful in obtaining a number of comments in the 

_ press. In coordination with this picket, :-PAUL”, ROBESON apyees : in St. 
~ Iouis and participated with the group in the picket line. 


Missouri State legislative Rally 


: In the November political elections in Missouri WILLIAM MASSINGAIZ 
was elected on the Democratic ticket to the Missouri state legislature. He 
resigned his position as chairman of the Frederick Douglass Club, East Side 
Section of the CP, and was presented by the Party ry as a knom 
Communist. | 
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 ____e and other sources of information have advised . 4 

this office that the Communist Party will utilize MASSINGALE in the 
Missouri state legislature to the fullest possible extent. ..*- 


In order to support him and to insure that he obtain his seat 
in the legislature the CP arranged for the local chapter of the National 
Negro Congress to sponsor a delegation to attend the’ opening of ‘the leg- 
islature on January 8, 1947 at Jefferson City, Missouri. 


A rather large number of persons participated in the delegation 
and approximately 200 people attended the convened session held at Jef- 
ferson City with the principal speaker as Dean SCRUGGS of Lincoln Uni- 
versity. The Interim Committee developed at the meeting is controlled 
completely by the CP. It is noted that the chairman of this session at 
Jefferson City was H. D. ROBINSON, a card holding member. of the Profes-' 
Sional Group. 5 a te Pe fe el es : ere aeiem 


The resolutions adopted were: 

(a) For a Fair Employment Practices Law; a | 

(b>) For the elimination of the dual school system and to permit Negores 
and whites to attend school together; 

(c) A resolution urging the end of discrimination and segregation in 
public places; 

(d) A minimm wage law; 

(e) Increased housing; 

(f) A plea for day nurseries. 
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pinnitin’-Diniiege-Recsevelk thunrts) Meeting P 
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The tickets for admission to this aoe on February 12, 1947 


reflected the principal speaker as LOUISE T.\VPATTERSON of Chicago, Illinois. 
the ticket reflects the meeting is under the auspices of the National Negro 
Congress and the Civil Rights Congress of St. louis. the letter of invi- 
tation featured the "Martyr" JOHN ROSSEN, the American-Jew who fought in 
_two foreign wars including the Spanish war of liberation, who was impris- 
oned because!he dared to demonstrate against the KKK and the Fascist 
GERALD Le. K.ASMITH. This letter was over the signature of the National 
Necro Congres’, the Citizens Council for Democracy and the St. louis Anti- 
Poll Tax Committee. 

The meeting was passably successful insofar as attendance was 
concerned. The collection was very poor due to the mishandling on the 
part bf Mrs. @. CeyBRIDGES, the wife of Dr. BRIDGES. | 
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The local chapter continues to maintain its office in the 
People's Finance Building. Recently the St..Iouis chapter of the Civil 
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300-739 : 


‘hilton: ‘completed an  vbiaiiaia to ‘share office. space: with the” bere, 7 
NNC. The Civil Rights Congress actually is the old Citizens Council for: ~ 


= tama which was es, controlled and dominated by the Commnist 
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Commnist Affiliation 


The original president of the St. Louis Council of the MNC 
was H<PMAN WEBB. He was replaced. by H. LD. ROBINSON, Sr. who is the 
present president. 
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H. D.. ROBINSON, Sr. 
PAULINE MURPHY - 


. 
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Dr. W..C.e BRIDGES 
JAMES GARR - 1947 
Reverend OWEN H. WE 
ANN YASGUR - 1946 
CHARLES ANDERSON - 
JOSEPH SQUIRES - 
TOM GATES = 1947 
WILLIAM SENTNER - 
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There is no indication ‘that the treasurer of this Slilnetten . 
OLLIE BUSH, is a Commnist and there is no available information indi- 
cating she is a sympathizer or a fronter for the Party. This is also true 
of J. CIAYBOURNE’ BUSH. There is no indication that he is in any way affil- 
fated with the Party although he is known ve have been oo ad them on 
several occasions. | 
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ST. LOUIS DIVISION 


At St. Louis, Missouri will at the end of six months report 
any pertinent information concerning this organization and its officers. . 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


At New York, New York 


Will follow and report the activities of the National Negro Congress 
in this area. ee a ao 
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| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


cil © 
Labor Ccuncil 


titions being dis— 
uted by NNC for signatures to be submitted 

to the United Nations in support of NNC. REV:LS 
CAYTON, National Executive Secretary HNC, reported 
to be laying plans to organize cab drivers in 
Harlem area for the Transport Workers Union 
working out of NNC office at 307 Lenox Ave. ,NYC. 
NNC sponsoring “Death Blow to Jim Crow® raliy 
at Golden Gate Ballroom in Herien area on . 
3/23/476 
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On February 6, ee eres eee that the 
Manhattan Council of the NNC is Room 204 at Lenox Avenue, 


Hew York City. It is to be noted that this is the arabe of the setienel 
Office of the National Negro Congress. ._.. Uy eee 


¢ . = , 


The informant advised that the _— are officers of the — 
Manhattan Council: a 


\:, pmarfOUDITER, Chasrmen 


JOSEPH “BULLARD, Vice oy 
DAISY~GEORGE a ® 
esis * 
2, ov @ 


a 
. 


a ’ HALOIS-MOOREHEAD, Recording Secretary. 
HOPE STEVENS, Treasurer: -* 
REV. J. N. C.j DAVIS, Chaplain 


AE INN REESE copy 
of a letter written am the stationery of the ur sion of the NHC 


located at 45 Astor Place, Room 415, New York 3, New Tork, and listed as 
the officers of this oe are the following: .. = 
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-. ymormra*oanson, ‘Brecutive Secretary” ”: 
_— MAMgoue » Initiating Committee 


3 MARGARET WRESTER, . 


~~ 

—_  » 
~".§ 
oT > 

eS j 

, &* 7 
* : 
~ 
ae 

> > 

= * 

-— «& 

’ 

7 
_~ . 
a. 

'_ = 
— 4 
" ‘ 

> . 
‘ 
- 


The letter which is dated January 22, 1947 states that the Cultural 
~ Division of the NNC is organized to examine the status of employment and use 


of talents of Negroes in the arts and to in where 
prejudices exist. Along with this letter, a question- 47D 
naire which was being sent out by the Cultural sion as an enclosure to 


this letter and requesting information concerning Negroes employed in the 
advertising field and the instances of job discrimination in this field. The 
questionnaire also requests the names and addresses of any individuals with—- 
in the advertising fidd who might be sympathetic to the project of the - 
of the Cultcral Division and might be willing tw —. 


2 i ¢ 
feo lee 


‘ pS te Ne 
The PEOPLES VOICE, 4 * peemeane controlled enre newspaper oD 

January 11, 1947, carried an article entitled, "THEATRE FOLK SALUPE BETTY. 

-  *QaRRETT AT NNC CULTURAL DIVISION PARTY". This article states in part that 

ry the Cultural Division of the NNC got under way in a big way om December 2B, 
1946, when they threw a farewell party for Miss GARRETT at the home of .~ 
MADELINE{LEE. Miss GARRETT had been starred in the hadd roll of the New =: 
York musical "CALL ME MISTER" and at this time was leaving for Hollywood to 
work in the movie industry. The article stated further that admission was 
charged to this party and the funds were to go to the newly formed Cultural 
Division. of the Congress to aid them in their work. It was also stated 
that the Cultural Division of the Congress is headed by such outstanding 
people of the profession as PAUL ROBESON, MARGARET — CARL VAN erate 


SAM and GRACEWOORE, a 


It was alee stated that the Cultural Divisio ienented to rid each 
branch of the entertainment field of discriminatiaom in its employment 
methods and to fight for a better and more sympathetic treatment of minority 
characterizations and for better job opportunities. 


On February 8, 1947, the PEOPLES VOICE carried an article under 
the colum, "WORKERS SAY" by MERCEDES*REID, entitled, "4 New Labor Council®*®, 
This article stated that the NNC recently established a labor council of 
500 trade unionists representing all branches of the labor movement in the 
country. CHARLES” COLLINS, Vice President of the Hotel and Club Service . 
Employees Union, Local 6,AFL, Secretary of this organization, outlined the © 
program for the Council at its initial meeting in ae Michigan, on’: “*: 
January 235 1947. 


- 


The following were listed as ettioers of the Councils - 


Chairman FERDINAND C.7 MITH of the NMU and a member of the CIO 
, Executive Board 
Regiones Vice mere RAYMOND TILLMAN, Transport Workers Union, South 
® LEONARD /COMAN, National Union of Marine Cooks 
| and Stewards, West ; 
EWART ER, United Public Workers, New York 
MARCELY » United Electric Workers, New Jersey 
_ JAMES “WALKER, " United Automobile Workers, Detroit 
SAM a op United Power House Workers, Chicago . 
THOMAS RICHARDSON, United Public Workers, ‘Washingt 
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I: 20s 25, 1515 crises tnt 
CONGRESS VIEW, a monthly magazine had been Aapee seg by the National 

Negro Congress, suspended publication about six or s viously 

due to the resignatia of the editor of this paiestos. @ 

failure of the Congress to obtain a suitable replacement her, —_— 
advised, however, that it was understood that CONGRESS VIEW would be 

eee Gwring the — part of ead with a new editorial ei 


on February 15, 1947 the NEW YORK AGE, 4 colored newspaper, carried 
an article which stated that representatives of several national and internatimal 
organizations met the previous Saturday at 23 West 26th Street (Institute of 


International Democracy) to discuss drafting a petition supplementing the 
NNC petition to the United Nations. z: 


a rir 2, cA ces» ney 47 D 
of DEMOCRACY AND THE NEGRO PEOPLE, a paper which was put out by the IW in 


connection with the Negro history week. This paper carried an article entitled, 
"AN APPEAL TO UN" ty the National Negro Congress. This article stated in > 
part that on June 6, 1946, at Hunter College in New York City, documents were 
presented by officers of the NNC to representatives of the United Nations des~ 
cribing the oppression of the Negroes of the United States and petitioning the 
United Natios in their behalf for the elimination of political, economic 

and social discrimination, etc., It stated that in submitting the case of — 
the Negro people of America to the United Nations, the National Negro — 
was also appealing to. the combined judgment of the antire world, ~ 
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On June 6, 1946, there also began a nation wide petition campaign — 
for one million signatures to express the support of American people for actim 
by the United Nations. Theze petitions are to be presented to the Commissiam 
Q Tthion Rights of the Economic and Social Council wien it next convenes, 


47D 
Qn February 27, ities copy 
of the petition which is being distributed by the NNC for presentatim to 


“the Inited Nations. This petitia is headed as follows: 
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"a petition... 
to the United Nations on behalf of 
| 13 million oppressed Negro citizens of the 
lav" United States of America 
\ ; ; | 
“Gr. Trygve Lie, Secretary-—General 
Thited Nations 
Lake Success, NH. Y 


, s - 


WY 190-3633 


"We Americans respectfully join in support of the Petition of the 
National Negro Congress to the United Mations* Social and Ecomamic Council 
submitted to that body on Jume 6, 1947, calling for an investigation into the 
plight of 13 million Negro citizens who are suffering from a social 
and presente clecrimination in we United — 7 Pe ee s 


~ we 


of the NNC, has recently been conferring 
tn representatives of the iransport Workers Union in an attempt to f te 
lan the organizing of the Harlem taxi cab drivers into the TKU. 
vised that it is felt at the present time that the TWU will 
the National Negro Congress through CAYTON on this matter, and 
that they will work out of the National Office of the NNC which is located »7 D 
at 307 Lencax Avenue, New York City. 


*, 
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On January 18, 1947 the PEOPLES VOICE carried an article entitled, 
"F.M. Radio License Sought by NNC." As a result of unanimous approval to 
assist in the fight to obtain a frequency modulation (F.M.) stati, rep= 
resentative of the population, regardless of race, color or creed, the National 
Negro Congress Executive Committee in the New York area endorsed the Peoples 
Radio Foundation, Ince Revels Cayton, NNC Executive Secretary, made public 
a wire urging Chairman CHARLES DENNY, Federal Communications Commission in 
Washington to grant PFR license, The wire read, "NNC and its thousands of . 
members join in requesting that Peoples Radio Foundation be granted an Fi 
license. Present day radio perpetrates ideology of big business, and it ie 
imperative that an FM station representative of the people on basis of equality, 
not determined by color or creed, voice their sentiments and combat forces 
repressing them." All NNC members and those who stand for the same principles 


are urged to send letters, wires and postcards to Mr. DENNY asking that the 
F.M. license be granted to the New York area. 
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Qn February 8, 1947 the PEOPLES VOICE carried an article entitled, 
“®Ppost-ner Story", which article appeared under the col "WORKERS SAY" by 
MERCEDES REID. This article stated in part that JCS ARSHALL, JR.» 
student at Goddard College in Vermmt, is a volunteer worker in the Publicity 
Department of the Manhattan Council of the NNC. This work period is pro- 
vided for by the college and paid for by the Congress for the further 
educational development of the student. The article stated that MARSHALL was 
a World War II veteran who had while in the Army, recruited over six hundred 
Es, i ‘ . << - ; ‘- ‘. : 
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members for the National pedestehhin for the prmaeye Sona of euiaued People, ~~ 
and that when he returned from the Army, he returned to high school and | 
helped establish the Internatioal Workers Order, Lodge 721 in Norwalk, Conn. 
working closely with RUDY,\GILLESPIE, organizer for the NNC, in oe a 
chapter of the Congress in Norwalk during the past summer, . <.:) 
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This was 
a me gc e committee of the NNC and was held for the purpose of 


dooussine and planning a mass rally to be held at the Golden Gate Ballrom 
in Harlem was to be entitled, "DEATH BLOW TO 
JI¥ CROW". me tre theme of this meeting was to be bo 2 
as follows: 1. Keep o out se om od 3 Organize the taxi- , 


workers in the rSDC arg Union and or Internal Revenue 
workers. 


On March 1, 1947 an article appeared in the NEW YCRK AGE, a colored 
newspaper, concerning the aforementioned rally in which it was stated that 
the:NNC in cooperation with the Manhattan Committee of the NNC and the New 
York Committee to Aid the Southern Youth Congress were sponscring the rally 
which was to be held at the Golden Gate Ballroom om March 23, 1947. The | 
article stated that a major question om the agenda for the rally is the 
legal discriminatory statutes of the state and federal government against 
Negroes, Mexicans, West Indians, Puerto Ricans and other minority groups in 
the United States and territories wider the jurisdiction of the United States, 


The NEW YORK AGE om February 3, 1947 carried an article entitled, 
"NND Blasts Unfair Labor Practices®. The article stated in part that more 
than seven hundred Internal Revenue Department workers, union and community . 
organization representatives, thronged Morris Avenue and 161 Street om January 
23, 1947 to hear union officials, representatives of the NNC and other organ- 


izations protest the unfair labor policies that ERNEST ragged no administrator 
of the Bronx Office, has followed, It was stated that T GUINIER, Secretary~ 
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Treasurer of the United Public Workers of America and President of the Manhattan 
Council of the NNC, denounced Mr. CAMPBELL's policy of employing clerical 
workers for six months at the lowest salary in the Federal Service. It was 
stated that UOPWA, the day before, had protested the firing of sixty Negro 
veterans by the Internal Revenue Office in the Bronx. It was stated that among 
the representatives of the NNC present at this meeting was Mrs. AUDLEY MOCRE, 
Oranizational Director of the Manhattan Council of the ING who demanded the 
reinstatement of the sixty Negro veterans. - 4 
On February 2, 1947 the New York Amsterdam, a colored newspaper, 
carried an article concerning a march on Albany at which time a petition @ 
behalf of New York City's "rent marchers" was dismissed by Supreme Court 
Justice Harry E. Schirick, Wednesday, following a parade in which legislative 
leaders banned everyone from the halls of the Legislature, except Mr. GUINIER 
(President of the Manhattan Council, NNC) and others carrying special 
admittance cards. The article went on to state that the march consisted of 
1,000 persons and that Mr. GUINIER, through Attorney MORRIS ZUCKMAN, leader 
for the United Public Workers Union, CIO, had contended that the ban on the 
marchers was unconstitutional. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


23 52 oti a UsIS, sxecutive secretory in Los «4 YOR 
sngelies, identicie es from New York, C.>?. *'* ° rs 


continues to exercise control cf Los ‘\n-eles 
Chapte: ‘ith 17 knorm C.;7°>. ° embers on =xe- 
cutive Roari of 28. Activities consist of 
picketin?z SONS OF TS SOUTH, obt2ininz pub- 
. licity regarding anti-lynchinz laws, recruit- 
ing of members, complaining of alleged police 
brutality, smonsorins mass meetings, etc. 
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It ras ascertained throuzh oho im from examinsetion 


of certain literature put out by the MATI- AL NGGRo CONGRESS in Los Anceles 
they the reeccuarters of the Los Angeles Chapter are now located at 1051 

E. List Street Piice. This ad iress is also the adcress of the enployment 
office of the CALI? 2° IA EAGLE ownsd and operated by CEARLOTTE 4° BASS who © 

is also the Tresi'ent of the Los Angeles Chapter of the NATICNAL NEGR® COPCRSSS. 
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This i envilis: tion wee coniirmea on rabruary 19th 


ooservec S‘*° USLS in the pisket line-.spensorei by the: N.F. 
tO Pro-ter, Oth an7 Hill Street, where the N.N.C. was picketing 
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One of tie nrincipal fctivities: cf the AiTIGNLL FERC CCR 
“iskot lina at the RXO Thester, 8th an? Hill Streets, Les 
for the nurcsse of nrotestinz agctinst the showing cf.DISrey's ... |. 
SNUTH. This picket line has receivec consisercble mublicity< 
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Mine CiLIS RIN 2\GLE, Negro novspoper, cwnei Ani onernteda by Cirle: 
FecuS, toe Chairman of the local chapter of the I’.n.C. a te es 
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| Publicity concerning this picket Line has cone-resa in the 

issues of thet‘ paper on Januery 16, 30, February 6 an “13th. In the 

issue of Februsrz 6th, there also apjenss in addition to a news articls 

ee — picket line cn editecricl criticizing the nicturs for! its 

“lisgsr. int of the Mero as a "lazy, good nstured vouns TOS." Also. 

; eg l3th. tn2 news item renort3: that the sale 

mE. Santr Berbara (oaesiticn in a Nesro neicghborhoc:) hs3 

ery to the M.C:C. that they aid not sho the m~icsture.. The 

rr ree tant tho MAPITL VIGRO COURESS hae been join3d 
et the RO Thester by the Uniteli Me:ro 2n.. alliec — 
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On *.rch 13, 191:7 Ee a mimeozr- shec sheet 67D 
' “ 


n-in; a acnce to de hole on :arch sth uncer the sponsorshin of th2 
7c? te “urnes2 of “honorins the herois sickets “ho 2 *rriec on tne 
o.cinst cede 2. una’ S 30°09 '°Gs THs SOUTH 


becn preweecsns 2e-inst 
rusctlity azeinst minor: rity races oz the Novsrber 1), 1916 
RETA £ GLE stated that a2 aeleg-ticn ws schesule: to 
lin Los .nzolses en November 25th to protest “rhet the 
2 ne wave of palice brutality. 


shes article stitea + om c“il for thces> to attem the 
qale2zstion as.: d3ean.mut ou tne UuTLOSEL Boro CoM RES5, the 
Civals t* as pte: 2 : N03 TITAS toy F On DEHOC:2ACY. ne articlo 
-1lso s7ncrter t *cts concerning’ the beating of - Nazro bv a 
~Olise Orti.ce pad Stre3ts. Inthe issue of MNevonber 21 on 
the first pase, 4ane’s Stem resorts” the forming of 2 Poli:ce -rutalitv 
Canaitteo saich was repertecly reeting each week in the office of the 
Cazzittee Chairusn LieG.i1AGUER. hie | 


On Tiesember li, i9h5 GE «5: 22: ‘A mimsotr-vhed — £7D 
tarmreoway pamphlet nut crt by the MATIV .L Nemo COM REGS in Los‘ Angelss . - 
fren its he ceverters et 1051 2. hist Strset which was he2ist "Lynch | 
lurcer = ;clice Brutality - America's Shine," ani vont2insd a draring of 

hor:.ed fig cure lsboled F.1.i.., anether humen ficure lsbeled Iyncher ni 
ho brek. yorn’ ‘Tor2 shen tro fi.eures h*nzing frem-2 tree. The whrew- 
“athe F st-toi thot wo “cdewond th? just an” nemocrotic rights so serrenously 
fought for’ rnd 21s urz3ad those sho re:i the p-mhlet to -rit2 the 
~Clgce C-urission, S2YOrs etc., to ~rotest t:¢ 1se of tox mongy for tre: 
repens Oz tho Ssclary of "trigger hapsy" sons. It also criticizeé v3 a” 
o° Tas an7el3s xn° tO3 “olice Denert-ent for ths j-flin; of nic!:sts * 
he ware tecersbe. as "honest rrarkers so2elcing economic frestom" =n- tb: 
srrests vere allessd to hive boan mn :e by "Sescist minded cons. * 
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z.. In the December 5th sesue cf the CALIFC CRITL? ‘EAGLE, there 
appeared a news item statinz that on December 15th, H. M,-BASNER: of 
the Union of South Africa would speak at the Second Baptist Church in | 
Los Anzeles uncer the auspices of the KATIONAL NGRO CONGRESS. 


7 


_* 


In the December 12th issue of the paper, there appeared an’: - 


-. 


editorial concerning SASNER's talk, anc stated that BASI"R would be a 
introduced by REV. J. RAY‘ONDUHENDIRSON. In the same issue there appeared: 
a long news item concerning BiSNIR, together with his photograph, and the ° 
issues December 19th containecé both an editorial and a long news item %.. 


pudlicizing tis last rally which the Congress had sponsored. & 


memorandum dated ieee - cae " - section organizers and 


section organizational secretaries notifying them of the BASNER talk 4°72 
and ‘containing the folloving stetenent. - It is extremely im pcrtant that 
we five the closest sup>ort by mobilizinz as many ~eople as possible to 
attend this (atherinz. It is esp2cially inocrtant thet we have a good 
revresentation of white people. This mimeczranhed letter was sizna by 


PELTTID POARY, Chairmen cz? the Comnunist rarty Netionalities Conmnission. 


_ Another activity snonsorec by the Con'iress has been against 
lynching and in the Yebruar, 13, 1947 issue of the SAGLE there was a2 report 
of a mesting sponsored by the Con Tress rhich had be2an »eld on the previous 
Frid2y evening at which the principal scsaker was 'r. BASS who hed recently 
evtendsa a crusace to enc lyn: shiny and oust 2ILSO meeting in “ashinston, 
D.C. She reports! on the efforts of the sreun to obtain legislation and 
sup ort for anti-lynchinz. £lso in ths issue of February 20th, there 
appeared a news item resorting t':at the Nero Contress had issued a sharp 
deminciation of the lynchin: which haa recently taken place in South 
Carolina and wzged all readers to send protest resolutions, etc., to 
certé-n memvers of the riouse and ‘Sanate. 


| he . = 4 “a 


; ' Co ee 
Other miscellaneous activities on the part of the Concress havc 
been an intense’ membership drive and a fight against discrimination on 
account of race in tha mattar of employment. and a meeting held “in the | 
Santa Monica, California area for the purpose of attempting te organize 
a chanter of the Consress in that areca. All of these activitios h:.ve 
received a great dval of publicity in the California Eagle and in additio: 
thd Conzress itsolf has raceivod a great « i9al of publicity. 7 a 


One of those was a party giv en for tho benefit oc the neers es Hs 3 


. et I< hone of PRAUSEOLWIL’ IANS ane VE FILL. The party was-renortod in a 


tie December 19th issue of the C' LIP ORY ‘TA EAGLE. Humorous pictures emi 6 
lon; social report of tho party were given in that issue of theo paper. 
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Tiiz LOS ANGELES FISLD DIVISION, 
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At Los Anzoles, California, will continuc to report the ~  . 
Communist control ami’ infiltration into the NATIO#.]L NEGRC CONGRESS anc 


slso report tho activities of that organization. 


\ 


Will attempt to identify any Communist affiliation or connsetion 
on the part of members of tho Zxccutive Board who were no identified 


in this report. 


Copies of this report aro being fortrarded to 
th. Chic270 anc Dotroit Offices for their 
information inasmuch as one or the’ other of 
these offices may later be designated as 

-Office of Origin in this case, in the event 
the National Headquarters cf the Consress ars 
changed from Nov Nor City. 


B copy of this roport is beinz designated 
for the San Diego Offic2z for its information 
in view of the related activitics of tho’ 


Consress in this area. 
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-= advised that JOAOLTON of Hartford, Connecticut, was a meuber of 
ne Resource Fanel at the. tenth annual convention of the NNT held at 
Detroit from Kay 30 to Jume 2, 1946, At this same convention MOZELLE 


‘-EDARDS of Eridseport, Connecticut, was elected a member of the Executive 
Sonn of tho 20, ay 
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At ee meeting’ it was decided that a sensor Minin 
Cc ttee should be elected consisting of two members. Those elected were 
FRANK WILLIAMS of New Haven as Chairman and NOLsMJACKSOW, Secretary, of 
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CF crise: that there were indicg tions that during the month of. October, - 
=o, MOZELLE ED.ARDS gave a list of the NIC members in Bridgeport to nid 


functionaries of the Communist PP ear ag in Bridgeport so that 
such members Could be gar ction propag 
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. February 3, 1946 an article in the Bridgeport Post advised that <. 
IMA DALE, National Secretary of the NHC, would be guest speaker at + 

e installation meeting of the Bridgeport Council of the get at which*:- 
the following officers — be installed: | ees oe faa 
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. President - JaCOB 2 eouns . ‘ 
Vice President - HENRYXVJOHNSON > <2 *. 
Secretary -  MOZELLE EDWARDS © 
Financial Beoretary - . RALEIG _— 
Treasurer — "Jac ORTER .° - 
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On dugust 8, 1946 the Bridgeport Post in an article stated that the Bridge- 
port Council of the NNC had the following officers: 


 * eee _ 


HENRY J ORNSON Acting President 

MOZELLE ED:MARDS Secretary 

JACOB PORTER Treasurer 

RALPH JACOBS Membership Chairman : 

EMMETT SYKES | Chairman of the — 
3 : Committee 


In connection with the presidency, @iFaenti one on January 51, 1947 that 
JACOB E. HOLES, the former president, was not too popular wi 
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On November 15, 1946 Stated that HENRY WALKER was president of the HNC, 


ACTIVITIES 


An article in the Bridgeport Post of March 21, 1946 stated that the Bridge- 
port Council of the NNC was to hold a protest rally at Shiloh Baptist Church 
against the recent slayings of Negroes at Freeport, Long Island, Volun- 
bia, Tennessee. Chairman of the meeting was to be Me MC DONAIDN[SAaC, JRe 
and Program Chairman was to be CIARENCE CXEDNARDS. Speakers will be the 
Reverend nILLIAM WXSULLIVAN of the Second Baptist Church, the Reverend 

Re B. HURT of the AME Zion Church and Miles Pennybacker, President - Faire 
field County District, Connecticut Citizens Political action Committee, 

The rally had the endorsement of IRVING Wi CAB, President of the Bridgeport 
CIO Council; PETE! Na°D, President of the AFL City Council; the Reverend 


JOSEPH AS QUIN, Washington Pan i athe ft, Phurohy Rabbi HARRYWELSON,* 
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ongregational Rodeph Sholom, the heteinan-Ruscien. Fraternal. Bootety ot 
the New Era Lodge of the Elis, a colored a oe 4 


GB «2:20 that a supper was to be held on May 25, 1946 at Edwards <. | 
estaurant, Dridgeport, by the Bridgeport Coumcil of the NM to raise 


monsy in order to send three —" to the NN Convention to be held’ 
at Detroit, oe . i sa 7 ee 
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The Bridgeport Post on May 29,°1946 in an article seineeiine’ the NHC 
mentioned that the following delegates of the Bridgeport Council would 
represent the organization at the tenth anniversary convention of the HN 
to be held at Detroit, Michigen, from May 29 to Jume 2, 1946: 
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MOZELLE EDWARDS 
CIARENCE WILLIANS 
RALEIGH YOUNG BLOOD 
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It further mentioned that in response to a call for various unions to 
send delezates, the following were selected: 
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GEORGE MAC CRAY, Columbia local 237, USi-CIO 
FRED MENSCH, GE Local 203, UBi-CIO 


: 


. . 
- Part 


>. ~  &e e o 
ys Ee one “yh yaw yr ane 


« 
- a ee ed ke | 
dh ote oe et tae 
» + : 


On June 26, 1946 the Bridgeport Post in an article stated that the Bridge‘ 
port Council of the NNC met June 27, 1946 at the Mount Erie Baptist 
, Church, at which time CHARLES\COLLINS of New York, National Board member, 
was the principal speaker. At this meeting the delegates from Bridgeport 
to the National Convention; namely, MIIDRED ED/ARDS, GEORGE MAC CRAY, 
RALEIGH YOUNGBLOOD and CIARENCE WILLIAMS also spokes 7D. 


A advised on August a 1946 that permission ne a granted to the ae 


port Council of the NNC for holding a public meeting at 8:00 FP, August 23, 
1946 at South and Main Streets, Bridgeport. ‘The Bostids was to be held 

to secure support of petition to the United JB Request for holding 
such meeting was made by RALPH JACOBS Bridge soporte 49- 
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dvised that permission had been 
granted to the same organization to conduwt an outing at Stadler's Park 
7 September 1, 1946 and that the permit had been issued at he ees, 
of RALPH JACOBS : ye 
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= 2h. 
e Bridgeport Post on September 18, “1946 stated that at a recent _ 7 
ighborhood rally of the NM held in Bridgeport the speaker was Reve - 3h 
JACKSON, former Army Chaplain. CIARENCE EDWARDS was Coumil -, 


Ogram Chairman and master of ceremonies, GEORGE MAC CRAY was listed: ¥: 


| as Chairman of the Signature Campaign and Mrs. C. P. SWINNEY was men- 


tioned as the person who had secured the greatest mmber of signatures. 
in this drive for submitting a signed petition to the United Nations 


' Calling the attention of that organization to the fact that discrimina~ 


tion existed in the United States against the Negro race, 


S fs 


ae meet of tb at St. Mark's Parish House, 
Bridgeport, at 8:00 PM The following CP members 47D 
were present at this meeting: . .. ae Baltes Gee S38 


In addition to the above, the following individuals who SE»: «>: 
to be Communist Party members, but not kmown as such, were in attendance: . 


EDWARD STRONG of the National Office of the NNC was the guest speaker of 
the meeting and stated that the purpose of the Negro History Week was to 
acquaint the people in the United States with the cultural prozress of 
the Negroes. STRONG mentioned that democracy in the United States was 
for white people only and not accorded to the Negroes, He stated that 
the crusade undertaken by Winston Churchill and continued in this country 
by Senator Vandenberg and James Byrnes, former Secretary of State, to . 
prevent the progress of the Negroes will fail because it stands for the | 
slavery of the Negro race, STRONG advised that Henry Wallace and a few . 
other liberals stood alone for the fight for Negroes! “re but that 
Wallace was doomed for taking a progressive stand, : 
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i . ACTIVITIES * 


a ehesiumeates pamphlet distributed 
the New Haven Council of the NNC which listed a summary of the acti- . 


vitisos of this organi ation during the year 1946. This pamphlet is re- 
produced in full along with — Comments of various observations 
made by informantss ‘foe oan 4 eo Te ce Pe 


_ MET HAVEN COUNMIL OF THE NATIONAL NEGRO 
CONGRESS 


FORWARD THROUGH UNITY TO FULL CITIZENSHIP FOR 
NEGRO AMERICANS 


SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 


The National Negro Congress sprang into existeme out of the heart of the | 
Negro people's deep and passionate yearning for, and determination to achieve 
full dignity and equality of existence among the people's of the earth. 

The National Negro Congress inherits the rich contributions of the Negro 
people to the best traditions of America embracing the fighting courage of 
Crispus Attucks, Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Gabriel, Denmark 
Vasey, Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman, and Dorie Miller, 


* 

The National Negro Congress is an anti-fescist instrument of struggle of 
an oppressed people with their allies, pledge to carry forward the mili-e 
tant spirit of that people. It gathers strength from the working class 
unity of Negro and white workers within the organized labor movement and 
in other peoples’ organizations. The program of the National Negro Con- 
gress must be a Common ground upon which all people interested in Negro 
rights and the promotion of democracy for all Americans cen meet and pool 
their strength and resources toward the goal of social, economic and pdli- 
tical freedom. The Congress seeks to achieve its objectives through con 


structive and united action with labor, church, civic and fair minted 
Americans, 


ot 


In order that the National Negro Congress may strengthen the character and 


Quality of the struggle for full freedom of the Negro people in Anerica 
and for the liberation of all people, 


On June 4, 1946 dvised that the NM had started an organization b7D 


in New Haven holding mee 8 at the homesof various members, At that time 
the group had a membe > of eleven and ti , 
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RUDOLPH HEATH, eo 
President of the newly formed Chapter of the i 
active in the ==. were CIARENE - 


CARTER, GEORGE GLOVER end CHARLES VALENTINE, =. Bt a eek oF 


. 2 >t “> oer ”.« 
es é : 
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OBJECTIVES 


1. To secure for the Negro people full citizenship rights, especially those 
guaranteed by the 13,' 14, and 15 Anendnents to the Federal Constitutions | 


2- To secure employment for the Negro people free fren all manner of job 
discrimination by governmental agencies and private industry. . 


3. Tos ecure the right of the Negro people to be free from Jim-crowisn, 
secregation, discrimination, lynching and mob violeme and work for the 
enactment of Federal anti-lymhing legislation. 


4. To pranote the oause of trade unionism among Negroes and to work for 
the organization of Negro workers into trade unions on a basis of a full 
equality with all other trade union members. 


© 


5 To work for effective and adequate ened, state and national programs 


for meeting the educational, health and housing needs of the people without 
discrimination with respect to geographical areas; race, color, creed or 


national origin, and to provide for security against old age, unemployment 
and want. | 


6. To foster the cultural development and expression of the Negro people, 
to spread the truth regarding their traditions and contributions to American 


democracy, and to combat all falei fications and distortions of their historic 
role ams American life. 


‘i ” sitniiee the cause of peace, to further the aims of the United Nations, 


to aid the liberation of the oppressed people of Africa, the West Indies, 
Iatin America, the Middle and Far East, China and India; peoples whose 
aspirations for freedom are one with ours; to oppose imperialist wars and 


oppression and to strive for the realizations of a genuine brotherhood of 
men, 


8. To work to end all discrimination, and especially segregation in our 
armed forces, 


92 To promote the spirit of unity and cooperetion between the Negro and | 


white people in a common struggle for their mutual welfare and advancenent. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 


The New Haven Council of the National Negro Congress, was inn on June 
22, 1946, at the home of George Glover. Three other ex-servicemen, Tuther 
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oom, Harold Rogers and ee v. Heath, helped in me organising.” 
% 7 2 A “ ~ 
A drive Was (idan at ome “to secure en Leaflete were dies: ee 


ed to acquaint the public with our a: isin med es were ned 
from home to home, 
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2. Om July 2nd, the UN petition campaign was launched in aii of 138 
million oppressed Negroes. The New Haven Coumil obtained 5,000 indivi-~ 
dual signatures from the month of July through January 1947. * ret 


dlp t th SIA FO ae! > ey ey 2, Ae RS 
.s Ba ET gt ae . ‘ ay ‘. t 


_ &-@ 


hax 
| 


3e duly 7th; epee had rown to 50 members. 
The following 


a 


" hs ¢ : ‘ a“ q “y ‘ 2 : Seal r - 
. . . ayer 
De Bhi iy at AI” MMR OSE: 
} ee gs a Et “* Ost fe ; . Pe. 4% 
fy BD eo" ’ ’ . . 4 , , 


» ' ty te 


cers were elected: 


Re Ve Heath, President 

Frank Williams, Vice President 
Harold Rogers, Treasurer — 
Midg&\Barbee, Financial Secretary 
Hola) ackson, Recording Secretary 
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On July 24th, an application for charter was sent to the National Office. 
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ZLugust 6th, a Protest Rally was held at Foote and Dixwell Avenue, protesting 
the brutal murder of the Malcolms and Dorseys in Georgia. Petition blanks 
were signed and approximately 500 people attended the Rally. 
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The National Negro Congress was the first organization in New Haven to pro- 
test this brutal crime 
: 47D 


| cRNA em on August l, 
1946 that -permission had been granted to RUDOLP 


TH (Negro) of the NHC 
to hold an open air meeting at Foote and Dixwell Aveme on August 6, 1946, 


Speakers at this meeting were listed as ISAAQ“WOODHARD (Negro) and 
IAVRENCE (Negro) of CIO. 


ccording to a leaflet distributed by the NNC Chapter made available 47 Fs 
by this meeting was a protest demonstration against terroriam existing 
ezainst Negroés in Tennessee and Georgia and was jointly sponsored by the 
NNC and the American Youth for Democracys Listed on the leaflet as one 
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On August 30, 1946(MEEnade available a leaflet announcing a atiten 07 e. 
ship Campaign of the Ivor Hannibal Chapter of the NN, New Haven, which . 
mentioned that further information could be obtained from FRANK WILLIAMS, 
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érding Secretary, 495 Elm Street | or. a HEATH, wre Secre= 
ry, 56 Charles es -— ek. | 


Ne PR A oA a SN 


™ 


&Y a on ¢ . . 


a. oot 8 *% Seah Sy 
ete ag Peg be Heth | PEER TIES © ees 58h 


we 
/ 


r - ——, ee 
. nbs St. 
Py. ww ‘ +? 
; ‘ 


August 10th, a Peace Rally ets tate ah thd tater Temple. Mr. Biward | 
Strong, Sth Vice President of the he was the principal BRE»: | vey, 


In connection with this Pally inte available a leaflet dis- 
tributed by the WM stating that the Rally was held on September 6, 1946 
and that the speakers besides Mr. STRONG were s MOZELLE EDWARDS, the 
National Executive Committee of the NNC; EDVWAR CRONE of the CIO; ~ 2? c 

_. NATHAN SHERMAN, Union Times "lL and Rev, ATKINSON of Pitts Chapel. 


es meeting was held on September 6, 1946 at 47D 
the labor Temple and not on August 10, 1946 as mentioned in the — 
publication, 
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September 12, 1946, a membership Cempaign Was launched, Headquarters was 


at the home of Mrs. NO aera, & Charles streets ew. 800 
members joined, ) ; ~ . 
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September 26th, a Petition Rally was held at Dixwell and Foote Street. 
250 people x ara 


ios was raised to send delegates to the American “am to end Lynching 


at Washington, D. ©. Eight delegates were sent from the New Haven Council, 
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Sept. 28. The New Haven Council of the NNC, was the first organization to 


support the Winchester ee Mill erployees =e were unjustly locked 
: out of their jobs. 


Oct, 19. A Rally was held at the New Haven Green by the UE-CIO, the New 
Haven Council secured Mr. Doxey iiilkerson to speak at this meeting. Mr. 
Wilkerson is a NNC Executive and general manager of the "People's Voice", 


Oct, 24th. Miss Thelma Dale, WC Nield Seo'ty, spoke at a meeting of the 
locked out workers of ilinchesters, at the UE Hall. She urged each Negro 
worker to join and support the Union, because the Labor Movement Lad played 
a great part in doing away with discrimination against Negroes in America, 


, be7D 
the NNC held a meeting at the labor Temple, Goffe - 


Street on October 24, 1946, which meeting was entitled "The New Haven Cru- 

* sade to End lynching". Chairman of this meeting was RUDOLPH HEATH and 
the speakers were RIC NSLEY of the CIO and HO EVENSON of the 
National Office of the Approximately 300 attende the meeting and $50, 
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On August 6, 1946 the Norwalk Hour "advised that s. . mocting’o of the newly .. 


formed Norwalk Chapter of the — vor ‘acer 5, — ne ae wee ox 
were elected: “ aoe svt 
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Rev. Je Pp.) 
‘Baptist Church 
- HERR DIETON- 

RUDOLFH GI PIE 

MAR 
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° fees of Grace ~ 


Pecehteet | 


. : , J aay” ‘ 
Vice President <— | ) ; 
Executive Secretary - 


Recording Secretary = 
Corresponding Seo 'y.e- 


N 
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At this meeting Rev, PALL *pointed committee of seven to obtain’ 100 signe- 
tures for a petition which was to be submitted to the United I,tions on be~. 
half of the 13 million Negroes in the United States. * This petition was to~- 
Call to the attention of the United Nations the fact that 15 million Negro 


Citizens are suffering from economic, social and political discrimination 
in the United States. 


The Norwalk Hour of January 10, 1947 menticny that the Norwalk Chapter of 
the NC had installed the following officers for the year, 1947: — 
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| THOMAS AIKEN 

Reve Je Pe BALL 
. MANTHA WILSON 

BESSIE TH 

Mrs. MAEEL. 

eve SAMUEL WILLIAMS 

Mrs 
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HARDVICENSAUNDERS | 
P. C.\SMITH 
JAMES-MARTIN | , 
Mrs. FLORENCE CARLOS 
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President 
Vice President - 

Second Vice Pres. <= 
Recording Secretary 
Financial Secretary 
Treasurer 
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Committee Chairmen: 
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Publicity 
Membership 
Veterans Committee 
Petition Committee 
Iabor 


Education 
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* The Stamford advocate on May 8, 1946 in an article stated that the Steiiterd 
Chapter of the NNC would meet at Elks Hall to protest the Feeepert, — Teland 
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i ee meeting of the MK was held on November 7, 1946 os “H 
‘atl 256 Goffe Street, New Haven, and that FRANCES al aa 
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Nove 18th. The New Haven Council rented office space at 256 Goffe Street, 
where regular meetings are held. 


—_— 


Nov. 25th. The New Haven Council of the NNC, sponsored a Rally at the 
labor Temple, during the 100 Day “rusade to End lynching. Hope 2. Stevens 


_of the National Office was the guest speaker. Resolutions were passed and 


e 


sent to the Board of Aldermen, Mayor Celentano, Atty. DiCen,o, Corporation 


Council for the City, and to the Senators and Songressmen of the 80th Con- 
Eressée 


Mayor Celentano sent a letter to the New Haven “ouncil, commenting on the 
work that we are doing in New Haven, and pledged his s upport, 

y | 
Dec. 2lst. A delegation Was sent to see Rep. Ellsworth By Poote, of the 
3rd Congressional District, concerning his views on an ouster movement 
afcainst Bilbo, and on his views on Economic Discrimination on jobs for 
minority/groups, and his consent on tne passing of an FERC. A favorable 


-report Was received, after a lengthy discussion. The delegation composed 


of members and friends as follows: Pres. Rudolph Heath, Nola Jackson, | 
Josey imow, Rev. Henry, and nee Gibson, 


Dec. 23rd. The following Senators and Congressmen were contacted, con-— 


cerning their views on the ousting of Bilbo at the opening of the 80th. 
Congressional Sessions 


; Rep. Vinie\ Miller, Re lst. Dist. eT eprereca,RoGth Dist. (Rep. ) 


Rep» Seely”brown, R, 2nd.Dist. ae ce a 
Repe E. BaxFoote, R. 3rd.Dist. Sen. Bri Mahon,D. 
Rep. John Byxlodge, Re4th.Dist. ONe Kaymons/Baléwin, Re 


. 
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NH 100-615 


J 1, 1947. Mrs. Nola Jackson was sent to Washington, D. ee as a tere” 


gat® from the New Haven Council to the 100 Dey Crusade to end ee 
andjthe ousting of Bilbo Campaign. . « 


Jane 9, Lirs. Jackson gave @ report on the Crusade, Letters were rece ved 


from many of the Senators and vengrecanen, ag aera us on the vitel 
issues we are fighting for. hae 
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Jan. 10. News releases were in the local papers, comerning the Resolution 
which the Counmoil sent to the Mayor and to the Board of Aldermen inr egards 


to the Fair —". Practice ive which is to come up in me weve Board 
meeting. ‘ 
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Jan. 20. The New Raven Council, NNC, ite | an i. 4 to the Gov. of the 
State of Conn., to proclaim the week of Feb, 9-15th, as Negro History ‘eek. 
Yie also made an appeal to the New Haven Mayor, to follow suit. 
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Feb. 9th. The Frederick Douglas Lodge #909, Ii;0, and the New Haven Council, 
NNC, sponsored a Rally, given at the Immanuel Beptish Church. Mr. Don 
Snith from the National Office of the NNC, was the guest speaker. 
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Feb. 8th. A delezation from the New Haven Coumil, called on the manager of 
Loew's Poli Theatre, Mr. Rosenthal, to ask him to ban the showing of the 
Film “Sons of the South". Upon Mr. Rosenthal's refusal, the Council told 
him that a picket line would be thrown arownd his theatre. 
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February 10. letters were sent to the Frederick Douglas Lodge, IWO, to the 
NAACr, and to the AYD, asking for aid in the picket line. The IWO, and the 


LYD responded wholeheartedly. However, we received no response from the. 


During the week of Feb, 19th, “Song of the South" was moved to the Loew's Bijou 
Theatre.* The Picket Line was continued, 


The organizations which cooperated in the Picket line, are proud of their 
success, and of the -Gontacts they made, 


Officers elected to serve for 1947, are as follows: 


Rudolph Heath, Pres. 

Harold Rogers, Vice Pres.e 

Nola Jackson, Fin. Secty 

Frank Williams, — Treas. 
Fannié7oreen Rec. Sacty 

Helen Rogers | , Membership Sec'y . 
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We e urgently asking your Deine jereyo its members, and ites friends, ne f 
to @ontribute to our Rally, which will end on the 24th of May. Any 7a ta 


£ 


amotnt sent to the organization will be greatly appreciated. Our mailing «« 
address is, The New Haven Council, MN, 256 Goffe — New — wt « tas 


‘Connecticut. 


a that the meeting at which officers were aleotes to 47 
serve for 1947 was held on January 253, 1947 at 256 


Besides officers listed in the mimeographed copy distributed 
by the NNC tated that the following other officers were elected: 


Executive Board: JOSEPH DIMOW 

Mr. and MragCARRINGTON 

Mr. and Mrs,xGROOM 

Mr. Hall 

\ 

PAUDSRLOOM | 
Chairman of the Culture and Education Committee: JOSEPH DIM’ 
Chairman of the Womens Commission: WOlA JACKSON 
Chairman of the Entertainment Committee: Mr. GROG 
Chairman of the Literature Committee: PaUL BLOOM 


Among those mentioned above who are active members of the Communist Party 
are the following: | 
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On August 6, 1946 the Norwalk Hour advised that at a meeting of the newly 
formed Norwalk Chapter of the NNC on August 5, 1946 the following officers 


were elected: 
President - 


Vice President ~- 
Executive Secretary = 
Recording Secretary = 


Corresponding Sec 'ye- 


ROVe de Pe "L, Pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church 

HEARYPSIDDIETON 

RUDOLPH GILLESPIE 

Mrs. MARTHA“SILSON 

Miss BESSIEQMITH 


At this meeting Rev. BALLtpointed a’ committee of seven to obtain 100 6ifna- 
tures for a petition which was to be submitted to the United Nations on te- 


half of the 13 miltlion Negroes in the United States. 


This petition was to 


Call to the attention of the United Nations tne fact that 135 million Negro 
Citizens are suffering from economic, social and political discrimination 


in the United States, 


CG 
The Korwalk Hour of January 10, 1947 mention that tne Norwalk Chapter of 
the LC had installed the following officers for the year, 1947: 


THOMAS AIKEN 


President - 
Vice President ~« 
Second Vice Pres. = 
Recording Secretary 
Financial Secretary 
Treasurer ~ 


Committee Chairmen: 


-“ 


Reve Je Pe BALL 
MA"THA WILSON 

BESSIE SMITH 

Yrs. MABELYWEEKS 
Reve SAMUEL WILLIAMS 


Mrs. GERALD PORTER 
EARL SHULL 

HARD. ICEXSAUNDERS 
P, C.\SMITH 
JASS~RARTIN | 

Mrs. FLORENCE CARLOS 


Publicity 
¥Yembership 
Veterans Committee 
Petition Cannittese 
Labo:° 

Education 


' STAMFORD 


> The Svamford gdvocate on May 8, 1946 in an article stated that the Stamford 


Chapter of the NNC would meet at Elks Hall to protest the 


Freeport, Long Island 


NH -oethous 


e 


ia} ings of Negroes and the Columbia, Tennessee, Anoident. Speakers at}; 
meeting were: | a o *.' @ 


DOROTHY ee eee Director of ‘the MIC. 
DOROTHY MANGSTON, Chairman of the “oumittee for 
J | Justice in Freeport ma 
ROSETTACRANFORD, Stamford resident, who Was an eye 
witness to the disorders in Colu- 
- bia, Tenne 88666 
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NEY YORK CITy 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE CC PERIOD FOR 
. WHICH MADE 


SAN DIZGO, CALIFORNIA 5/3/47 4/24/47 


TITLE 


NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: J OHN Pe ae P attended CP sponsored 


AVC meeting February 25, 1947, as representative of 

NNC to assist in formation of San Diego "Citizens! 
Housing Committee", Members of ‘NC assisted in cp h7C 
svonsored picket line March 8, 1947, protesting show- 


ine of "Song of the South" at the Fox 1 theater, San 
Diego. 


INTERNAL SECURITY = C 


| : b 270? 
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On February 26; 1947, cvised that a CP sponsored b7Dz 
meeting of the AVC was d on the evening of February 
25, 1947, to get representatives of various organiza- 
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front oi the Fox Theater, 7th and B Streets, San Diego, to protest the showing # a 
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NucTIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS ®t | INTERNAL SECURITY - € 


roscomViacy of Orlando, Fle., and HELLTAM SEPEURN : 
of idiami, Fla., uttended lOth annual convéntion of 
NNC in Detroit, jiichigin, 5/30/46 as delegetes fron 
State of Florida. No indication MC presently active 
in Florida. LACY's background set forth. 
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Report of Special Agent a. ::., 8/30/46. 


This investig-tion was re-opened on the basis of infor- 
in the reference report of Special Agent by: 
indicating that ROSCOZ LACY of Orlendo,; 
ey and: *TLLTAY A.+-HEPBURM of Hiani, Florida, Bt- 
tended the: 1th annuel “convention of the NNC at Detroit, 


Kichigan, on way 30, 1946, as Gelogetos from the Stéte 
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The } investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
t Orlando, Florida: b7C 
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view of the contents of this letter reveals that there apparently very 
little activity on the part of LACY at Orlando, Florida, to establish the 
NNC in that area. that he did not know whether 

e. kiami Chapter of ed or not and suggested that 
information eoncerning the Miami group could be secured from Le a oa, 
1133 N.W. 4th Avenue. | ' 


At Miami, Florida 
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nor has any information been received 
r = sources oO Ormition available to this office which would indicate 


that the NNC is presently active in the State. 


In view of this information, no further investigation is warranted 
at this time and this case is referred upon completion to the office of 


origin. 
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One copy of this report is designated for the Mobile Office for 


information inasmuch as hobile covers the northern portion of the State of 


Florida. i 
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On November 18, 1946 tw 

of the office of the NNC, an of District.7, CP, in 
is" which both expressed opinions | a agent _ and 
~ that, VERA VAMDERBERG should be asked to resign. : *.: Pe eee : 


, i-. — rs © « £: . 
; Tris Informant also advised that ST oe a dehegation from the cP 
-s-« National Headquarters, that it was felt that VANDERBERG should be replaced 


12 ob the NNC. {He also asserted in answer to a question by . 
ce that if the NNC were allowed to die in Detroit, the eeeee | 
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stated that she saw very little futur 

NNC Office if the National NNC did not do anything about it. 

rresent at this meeting and asserted that the Party was being stalema 
‘¢, the National Office of the NNC and he passed on/|the rumor that EDWARD $ 
/ wes quitting and that REVELS CATON was going into Union work. -« . ." 
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had edvieed f, 
who are active in the Civil Rights Congress, . < _,-~ 
review the situation’ in ‘the NNC and pass on their. C-e 
recommendations to the National Office. She asserted that she agreed with “ Be a 
those who Held the opinion that all progressives. should be put en masse in the 
Detroit Chapte of the National Association For. the adrencenent * of ret A = 
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TO ‘Director, FBI 


wi FROM ‘SAC, Philadelphia 
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INTERNAL SECURITY . ¢ 


the enclosed material, 


This material, consisting of nine photographs, refers to the 
relationship of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS and the e Kat LORAL CIO COMMITTEE 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


Seattle Council of National Negro Congress created on 

9/8/46 succeeding the Inter-Racial Action Committee. 

Headquarters established at Shipscalers Hall, 2231 THird 

Avenue, Seattle, and me heid at Marine Cooks and 

Stewards Hall, 110 Che treet. Approximately 250 — 
' \members to date 
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This case was opened in the Seattle Division upon 
| receipt of information that a Seattle Branch of the | 
Natienal Negro Congress had been set up in September, 1946. 


FORWATION & ORGA: IZATION 


t the ~~ oy Nezro Congress had been | 
stablished in Seattle, WasMington on September 6, 1946 and : 


further that it had replaced 08 old Inter-Racial Action: en: 
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Committee. ™ ee in Shei igh 


literature distributed by the National saasitaes Congress e 3 


in “the Seattle area makes reference to the Seattle organizatia 
No 2%, 


as the Seattle Council of the National Negro Congress. 
information has been bh Feoeives @stablishimrg the scope and 
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[jurisdiction of the Scattle Council nor docs it appear whether other 
chapters of ths National Nogro Congress have beon established clscwhére 
in the state of washington. It is noted that thcJNZ7 WORLD in tfarch, 
1947 iadec referenccs to a Grand Coulce Chanter of tic National Ncgro 
Consress. However, there has been no information received showing that 
env actual organization of a Gran d Coulce Chaptcr has ever taken placc. 


Headquartsrs 


According to lcaflcts circulatcd by the Scattle Council of thc 
intional Negro Congress and the statcments of informants, its hcacqucssc> 


cacgusscs 
arc located at 2231 Third Avcnuc which is the Shipscalers Hall. Cag 
7% ae? the organizcr and principal spoke siaan for the organization, 
wintains an office there. 
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ents s arc rcportcdly scheduled weeldy in the ciarince Cooks 
and Stews ards » (CIO), at 110 Cherry Strect, Scattle. 


Hombership b7 D 


reported in February of 1947 that the 
reonizition has approximately 250 members, of which about 40 were wnhitc. 
— ee not know of any members of the ycllow racc or other colorcd 
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It was also roportcd by 
colorcd 200g white members could belong to the organization. £7) 
tated that a $1.00 initiation fcc was charged and that the 
worc {3.00 per yoor. 


@ miscographed lottcr £7P 
with the National Ncgro Congress lc ac 


tai ed ievtcr 1s in pere as Lollous: 
SDeor hombors 
"Encloscd is your membership card. 
wo arc happy to welcomac you into the ranks of the ational 
Negro CongrcsSecescese sc Know you will do cverything possiblc 


to build your local Council into < strong fighting wiit of th- 
National Negro Congress", 
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Lectings 
mew of no regularly sch:duled imct- 
iiss anc mew of no coraittccs which had been organizcd to datc. HK 
staicad taat he knew numcrous moctings had Sccn hele at thc arin: Cooks 
cic Stewards all at 1LLO Cherry Strcct dut ho could not statc as to 
‘suciyr regulority. 
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qe... on February 1, 1947 that 


to nis knowledge the following were the officcrs of thc Sco cttlc Cowmcil: 


‘ 
4s of 


a ts sf 


oe, 
o BD ‘e® 


"pp Aa, & 


1a. % oi oe.” « 
RPT Ns) eee 


«= 
, * 
J 


" Jy. 
4 


Chairnan or President C Mai hi DOOLS 
w-ccutive Scerctary CARL Brooks 
Sccretarv-Treasurcr LOTS fSLAKSS 
Orzanizcr PaSiiER J. J- LAKES 
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All of these were colored with the cxccotion of LOIS SlahsS «iro 
whitc and is marricd to PaSKER £LAICS, tno organizcr. 


————— 


It is further gc? that on Fobruary 6, ———— 


reportcd that JOE AUG statcd that hc was the attorncr for the 

stone! Negro Congress. JOHN CaUGHLiN on the basis of inforantion ro- 

sereee fro: various sourccs is the attorncy for thc Commnist Party in 
Scattle, Weshinston. | 
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Greit resolution of the Couamist Pasty of the ited States on the | 


Witcsro qucstion"., This resolution dcatcd July 10, 1946 statcd on Pez 
Norsenizations of the Ncgro people have growm to unpreecdent2¢ nunbers, 
tac Kac.CP alonz having 900 branches and 520,000 -cxbers. The hatioal 
iicgro Congress, represcnting the ::ost advanced scctor of thc Ncgro 
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pepples libcration movenent, fusing in its leadership the new Nogro 
working class and the most sociall-” conscious clcenents of all other 
classcs of Nogro peoplc, is becoming a mass organizatim." ~. 


statcd that :scxmbcrs of tac Coun, 
Port: had oean sent to scrve on 2 pickc a= woich woe ostensibly con- 47D) 
eucted by the. Netional Negro Congress. pointcd out 
thet onc TED JUOTEN represented the National Negro Conercss in the Acnton, 
dasnington arca. 


wath reference to the Bice see. infornation rcocives Qe 
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ctting up the National Nzgre 
Sanccaae snfirscd the action taken “br 


the Negro Coxr-ission of the Coznmist Party in selecting CsRL BROOKS to 5) D 
heac tac local chaptcr. 


RAL ep te ble hs tt Meds jer 


r= 
‘efi 


a: a 
mlesan o 


“ 
2” ¢ > 
7 
7 


eye 
ia, 


. 
*, t. 
—* ,*> 
_ 
> 
. » * 


- 
r 
= 
ss 


, 
¢. 


cr 
, a*% 4 4 
itjdes « op htcedet % 400 i a a of o-. 


ia 4 rae 


- *,~@.* 
.. © ee” 


ACTIVITIES OF THE SATS LZ COUNCIL OF TRE NATIONZL NEGRO CONGRESS 


During the zonths of December, 1946 and January, 1947, tx: 
wa sLoneal Nesro Congress publicly sponsorcd the picketing of a grocery 
stors anc apartz:cnt building loccstcd in the pass: udp section of Sccattlc. 
Tac amers wore charged with discrinineting against colorcd persons insofs 
es hiring colarcd persons in the storc and renting the apartacnts to colorcc 
persons. | 


Tac National Negro Congress has also ‘distributed a circular 
dcaling with their cfforts to have a ncow F.Z.P.C. law passcd. {+his 
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circular statcs “thc National Ncgro Congress has introduccd through 
Scnator LLBERT/ROSSELLINI, the New York ¥.E.P.C. law (the Governor DEY 
311); this bill was introduced :ionday, February 17, 1947 and is Sonate 
3i11 259 .cceeee™ The circular then tclls the rcaders to contact their 
Conzressacn or Senators or to get other organizcrs intcrcstcd in thc 
“Lillis passage. 


In this sazce connection the Scattls Cowmeil distributcd ci-c 
mwoephead sheet calling for a “kareh on Olyapia Saturday, Larch lst". 


The circular urged thc pessage of Scnatec Bill 259 and was signed ° 
‘Z tac Seattle Council, National Negro Congress, 2231 Third avcauc, Scattlc, 
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The N37 WORLD on “arch 2, 1947 carricd an article relating to | 
“cportce discrinination against Negrocs in the Grand Coulce Du: arce. , 
vs. newspaper article rcportcd that the National Wcgro Congress pr-scntcd 
to Congresscn in Olycpia, dctailed infornation conccrning thc verious 
sccounts of discrizination anc urged Congressional action to rencdy the 
situation. 
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The Seattle Comecil also distributed a lcaflet captioncd “You 
wcd the National Negro Congress", The opcning paragraph of this circular 
staucs # 
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“Thc Netional Negro Congress is a “rough, tough, and angry" 
organization. That is noccssarily so, becausc the Negro pcopic 
facc crucial problems. ‘here is no longcr tinc to be passive, 

_nor are the Negro people in tne mood to tc passive. Our liocrtics 
arc threatened. Our rights arc donicd. We fight — we must fisht 
for our very cxistcnec, Our right to e deccnt life in a doiiocratic 

-gacrica is challcnged. we acczpt that chalicngce." 
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[HE SEATTLE DIVISION 


AT SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 


Will subscequentl:’ rcport any significant devclop:rnts rclative 
to the activitics of the National Negro Congrcss in this territory. 
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DELINQUENCY: “Serial & is the ee of t Specks. peer ot II 
January 9, 1941, at Omaha, Nebraska, which sets forth that 
local councils of the National Negro Congress. had been formed at Ocala, Orange 
Park and St. Petersburg, Florida. Although subsequent investigation was conducted 
to determine the extent of this organisation at warious of the larger cities in 
Florida, no inquiry appears to have been conducted at the above-mentioned smlier 
cities where councils reportedly existed which appears Aesireble. ip 27 c 


Serial 22 is @ mecorandua of ‘Special’ ‘Agent 


dated September 27, 1946, setting forth a lead to conduct apnronriste investication 
&t Miami concerning 


of the National Negro Vongeress at L nO planned to SStaDLiss har 


in Miani., This lead is delinquent : and no “Anvestigation s as ie appears to have 
been corducted at Miami. “ne : pe 
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serial 23, which is & memorandum OF Special Agen 
dated Octobe 6, sets forth considerable information concerning tt 
background of MER or scosiay, however it describes none of his activities in 
the National Negro Uongress and does not indicate whether he is active or inactive. 
Inasmuch as this investigation primarily concerns the activities of the National 


Negro Congress, additional ific investigation should be conducted at Orlando 
to determine the activities connection with this organisation, 
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INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C_ 
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Leclraraneseran | Agent Ge .:. has been handling cases’ of this type in 
= ‘Wiami, Florida, has been absent from the vicinity of Miami 
A good deal of the time recently handling other matters. 


He will be afforded 
an opportunity in the immediate future to give this case Laveatigat ive atten- 
tion at Miami. 


ae nor be 
- Additional invest f 

Florida, concerning the activities of 

Congress, and investigation will be co 


Petersburg, Florida,-in order. that the desired information concerning ' the 
» ““Rational Negro Congress may be obtained. 
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irector, FBI DATE: July 9, 1947 ° 


SAC, San Antonio oe | 
| | ae 
SUBJECT: NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS _ 


INTERNAL SECURITY 


- ; : > 
~ . ,* “> af me oo 'y ’ rn 4awhe, ‘ - 


Reference is made to the above-entitled matter in which reports have 
been previously furnished to the Bureau by this office. 


This case has been carried in a pending inactive status in view of the 
inactivity of the San Antonio Council of the Congress. 


AAD has advised curing the 
past several months e oan onio Council has become completely 


d, insofar as the holding of meetings is concerned. 


was unable to advise as to whether the group actually has 


dissolved. 47D 


G..- oni sec to Keep this office advised in the event the group : 
became reactivated. 


in view of the above, unless advised to the contrary, this matter is 
being referred upon completion to the office of origin. 
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Office Memorandum « + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT © 
CONFIDENTIAL 
TO -, THE DIRECTOR 


. DATE: Octecorr 31, 1947 
FROM :‘'- we. D. M. IADD ol : : 
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SUBJECT: WE SATICNGL RESEO CONGRESS 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - ii 


of bbb babar ahd 
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Reference is made to Mr. Tamm's memorandum to you dated 
Sseptemer 18, l tioned as above, In this memorandum it was 
| surzested tr i of the NAACP be advised of the Cormunist 
| Party program for infiltrating the NAACP, which was the subject of a 


communication to all Special Agents in Charge. heference is also made | 
to your notation attached to Mr. Tamm's memorandum wherein you reo scan 


' 


rw? . 


to have the material upon which this was predicated. 
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- - a 7 hk r “ : 
PRAT HAS Fira 


In accordance with your request, there is attached hereto a 
letter from the Detroit Field Division dated July 16, 1947, entitled 
"National Negro Congress, Internal Security - C," hich was used as a 


basis for the preparation of the letter to all Special Agents in Charge {U) 
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Addi tional information:has been received since the preparation 
of the letter to all Special Agents in Charge indicating that this 
policy is already being put into effect in Newark, ew Jersey; Chicago, 


Illinois; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; New Haven, Connect! cut; and “ashingto v) 
D. Ge 


In YWashingto 


y, 2D 

: parnec av one 
avLO:ilalL FOara of the 'Communist Party, ‘SA had ceased to look upon the 

National Negro Congress as the chief organization of the Negro people 

ane had started to use the “ational Association fo t of 

Colored Peonle as a mobilizing force for Negroes. Selated 

tnat in line with this policy, Communist Party forces a assignec 
throughout the ration to work in the eval exceptions 


to this general rule are _ in Detroit, ‘Chicago, vaShinston, D. ©., and 
on the West Coast where the National eure Congress will be utilized to 
sive leadership to the Sere neople. 


a also relatec that the avowed purpose of 
Ue sarty 


in following this policy was to work in a capacity where it can £7 7) 
lead tne largest number of »ecro peovle to prot istin? citions 


and to form 2 national liberation movement. 
that i.: order to do this the Yrarty feels it must swing CP to the 
leit and smvolve its mass membership in active demonstration work instead 
organization in the hands of its present leadership. 
related tnat three Communists were assigned to work in 


washin ton, oe C. in the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored Yeople. 
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Office Memo- wm + oxirep Si ses aaa my 
TO Director, FBI | : DATE: ; August 13, IT 


Se ee 
———— 


FROM yr BAC, Detroit 


SUBJECT: “~MATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
f. TERNAL SECURITY - C 
A 


The digest of the conversation ; 
is being set out below. eo ei, | 


of the New York Office o e Civil Rights Congress stated 
that the Natio Office of NNC\knows that CAYTON and ED}STHONG have both 
». Laken other jobs leaving T pretty muc ¥ith everyt on her hands, 
4 He'said the possibility of NNC/Qecoming a part of the CRC has been discussed 

*neticnally due to the relation f NAACP. Also, it is a question of how long 

#the NNC could hold — said this has not been a fixed decigion but Cff- ; 


y p nas merely been discussed and the matter should be taken up with 
‘Fiano was present. 


« -_ 
oss 


wi GD ....22rec surprised at this turn of event and tl.ought it had been 
Sapfortunate that there was a lack of contact with the National Office. She was 

“phot in favor of dissolving the NNC and the only local person she had talked to £7C 

“Fmtho felt it shoulc be dissolved was , Educational Director of District 

#7; . is stated that nobody Ais working for NNC full ow but that 
‘she sti s responsbile for the office. suggested tha |" Were 

tter to THEL. mr. evidently in the National Office, on the basis ofthis dis- 
‘2 cussion sked what the national position was with respect to the | 


NAACP, tated that the NAACP is ‘the organization in the country of the 
“hegre organizations. 


. ae 
oa TS Lait) ae a 


a/ 


+ 


3 
:€ f 
4 
N 
“Sg 
= &F 
= 
«= = 
24 
<™ 
is 


~~ 


JP3 DNS. 
100-1049 


- 


-~ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 4/1/22 BY S&/ esKley 


ee. a YY Met A 


3 “2 927-79) ( 4 ( 
SS _ iy XXXKXX 


>ANAAX 
AARXX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Fa Page(s): withheld entircly at this location in the file. One or more of the following stotencats. vhere 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


D Deleted — exemptions) Li BS) C/ with no segregable 


material availabic for release to you. 


[-} Information pertained only to @ third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 


[}) Information pertained only to a third party. Your namc is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ics) 
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties). 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the matcrial to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[} For your information: 


Tf The following number is to be uscd for reference regarding these pages: 


bl-b72 S— GIF 


XXXXAXKXAAKAN 
DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 


FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXAXAXXXXAXXAAXAXNXX 


. (2-7-79) $ q } 
_— CY 
XXXXX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


ae Page(s) withheld entircly at this location in the file. One or morc of the following statements, where 
b . indicated, explain this deletion. 


D2 Deleted under cxemption(s) (hb) GL with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


[-) Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 


[J Information pertained only to a third party. Your namc is listed in the title only. 


: 
s 


C) Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


ae 


y 


re us 
Ast 


i . 
afr’ * F ; 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the matcrial to the FBI. 


Hi 
£ 

e 
| 
— 


a OTE wee iis. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


+ . ‘ 5 A} at - x . “ ° . 
, , * ‘ e 
igh Wt yeta BP , 
; ~ Z 
«+. ‘ > e . 


[) For your information: 


Taf The following number is to be used fur reference regarding these pages: 


_6/-L7Lk EF -GlT 


net A oes stale. 2 ibe eae ee ony 
* ane Sere os oe . . ‘* 


. me * «475 


eo ae 
% 

; 7 ae) 

A 


XXXXXXXXXXAAANX 
DELETED PAGES) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 


FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXXXXXXAAXXXAXXXX 


2. 
+ 


)(2-7-79) ‘4 2 ( | 
— XXXXXX 
7 X ‘y XAXXY} 
XXXXX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
! 
, 


_ — = 
——— ee ree 6 eee 


Page(s) withheld entircly at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where —— ° 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


DZ Deleted under cxemption(s) (6)0?) (D/ with no segregabic 


material availabic for release to you. 


[J Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 


[}) Information pertaincd only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


(CJ Document(s) originating with the following government agencytics) 
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencylies). 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the materia! to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[-}) For your information: 


Tf The following number is to be uscd for reference regarding these pages: 


Ll- 472k SF — G20 


XXXXXXXXAARAX 
DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 


FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXAXXAX 


STANDARD Porm MO. 64 Ya a a % 
Office Memorandum + onitep s‘— 30VERNMENT 


TO : ~ Director, FBI DATE: September 30, 1947 
FROM Wr SAC, Philadelphia 


suBject: -~ 4gartoNAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


has reported that the local chapter of the NATION/ le, D 
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TO ;~ DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: Jamary 10, 1948 


SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


SUBJECT: [, ee NEGRO CONGRESS HEREIN IS UNSLASS: 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C DATE @/1 2/24. BY SB ese leh (0, - 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent ae 
Washington, D.C., dated February 17, 1947. 
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as recently advised that the Washington counci 
Or une National Negro Uonhgress has been dissolved and has pointed out that for 
ell practical purposes the organization has been dormant for approximately one year. 


To briefly note the activities of the organization the following is set 


4)” 
ID 51:06 cut that on March 9, 1947 


* 
b 

council sponsored KENNETH~SPENCER, Negro singer, at a Negro church in Washington 

where 43 people attended. The council lost $150 on the affair. Subsequently 


during the middle b 1947 WILLIAM C.f#TAYLOR, chairman of the local Communist 
Party, vies lite that the pressure against the Communist Party in 
Washington, D.C., and elsewhere in the United States for that matter, has "scared 

everyone away from the National Negro Congress," 47? 


vised in the middle of May 1947 that TAYLOR had recentlyx >: 


made a trip to New York City to contact REVELS CLAYTON for the purpose of reorgan-~__ 


izing.the council in Washington. For the past'few months rrior to that time the — 


organization had been completely inactive and since April 28, 1947, the office =O 


located at 1015 M Street, NW, when open was only open for one or two hours a day. * 


_ ~- smientiatin REVELS CLAYTON and DOROTHY. | L7D 


VFUNN had recently been in Washington in an attempt to locate MARIE RICHARDSON >- 
S, the executive secretary of the local council HARRIS was aware, 

of this and "wouldn't be found.® lso advised that the congress 

was completely dormant and disorganized and had no plans. 
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It is noted that on June 20,/1947, the local council sponsor 
meeting in Washington at 10th and U Streets, Ni, and in this connection 
was present. Om June 16, 1947, 
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LIRECTOR, FBI January 10, 1948 | 
;  # ; 3 a 
FE: NATICKAL NEGRO CONGRESS ; 52 
YERNAL SECURITY - C 
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he had talked with pax Ercan and REVELS CLAYTON and they had o finance 
@ mass meeting at 10th and U Streets on June 20th. At this time instructed 


to get a permit for the meeting and make further ayanpements. bsequently 
plans for the meeting ‘were made 


GES «2+: ><: that the meeting wis held as scheduled and that ap- 
proximately incividuals, mainly Negroes, gathered around a truck which was 
used as 4 speakers stand 


bserved nine members of the Comminist Party 
in attendance, including 


The principal speaker was HENRY THCKAS who 
spoke concerning his struggle to organize Local 7% of the Hodcarriers in Washing- 


ton. ke pointed cut that the Taft-—hartley Labor Bill was a slave act and that 

"if labor is to win the fight against the Taft—llartley Bill, fight ‘em strong. 

If you are speaxing of labor struggles and revolutions, you can't name one where 
there wasn't some blood shed. Don't be afraid to fight—the FBI is here tonight, 
why couldn't they be in Georgia and Tennessee?" MARTE RICHARDSON HARRIS comented 
upon the congress' fight ag it police brutality in the District of Columbia. 
another speaker was CAVANAAHVCHURCHILL, a Negro entertainer. b7?P 


Ey. ..... 
then had $12 in its treasury and subsequently on August 16, 1947, 


ascertained that 
tne congress on that cate had given up its office at 1015 M Street, NW, and the 


Tuture work of the congress was to be carried on from the res Of MARTE HARRIS. 
It is noted that on September 2, 1947, acccrding to BILL TAYLOR 

was anxious to reorganize the council and instructed HARRIS to notify certain in- 
Gividhals of a meeting so that preliminary steps could be taken jn this regard. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI Jamary 1C, 1948 


rt 
RE: NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


tne Communist Party or conferred with 

g the progress being 
organization of e congress. Nothing definite was arrived at. 
Plained that several mass meetings were planned. Me of these was scheduled 
for September 30, 1947, and was held at the Goodwill Baptist Church, Washington, 
and was attended by 15 individuals. ae meeting was 
definitely a failure. D 


ad learned that had received $400°in 1946 and $600 during 1947 
e Commnist Party for her work in the ‘National Nepro Congress. 
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With the dissolution of the congress in Washington, the case in this 
office is being closed and the efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate the 


NaaCP will receive appropriate attention and the Bureau advised of any develop— . 
ments in this regard. 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS, ISC. CULTURAL DIVISION, NATIONAL GRO \ 
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CONGRESS, ROOM TUO NAUGHT FOUR, THREE NAUGHT SEVEN LENOX AVE., NYCRAge 
| \/ | 
IN PRESS RELEASE STATED NATIONAL orricres of iec. ANDWCIVIL RIGHTS 


‘CONGRESS HAVE MERGED BUT CULTURAL DIVISION OF NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


IS BEING REORGANIZED AS AN be OEPSNwEnt ORGANIZATION CARRYING ON THE SAv.= De 
FUNCTIONS UNDER TITLE QUOTE COMMITTEE FOR THE NEGRO IN _THE ARTS unauor:.” 


A i 


PURPOSE OF THE COMMITTEE IS TO PROCURE FULLEST PARTICIPATION OF NEGRO 


ws 


IX ARTS AND TO INFLUENCE THE PUBLIC IN ACCEPTING THE NEGRO ON SAME G 
BASIS AS EVERY OTHER AMERICAN ARTIST, GRANTING HIM FREE ‘EXPRESSION py 
ANY AND ALL OF THE ARTS. AMONG THE INITIATING SPONSORS OF . Is re S| 
ORGANIZATION ARE "PAULJROBESON, GEORG RBBOTT,“ ~Lounskepamre, FRANKLIN. 


PADAMS, LIBBYPHOLWAN, van, Lanes TOM ies, cued, LeDIoSON Jos wHITE, 
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TO : Director, FBI DATE: February 18, 1948 


PROM : SAC, New York 


x SUBJECT: Qartonat,. NEGRO CONGRESS 
: INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
+ (Bureau File 61-6728) 


Reference is made to New York teletype to the Bureau and Washington 
Field dated 1/19/48. ‘ . 27D 
rd 


There is enclosec ac ont 


and from 
elative to the merger 


Rig te Congress, The copy of* Me 8 ~ 


o> pero Congress witl he 
,2D 


exhibi 1383 ined from 


The original e bit obtained from 
$8 has been made an exhibit to the file in this office, 


Ss. .-...... 
of the Merger of the onal Negro ee. With the Civil Rights Congress" 


issued by the Joint Committee of then N.C. and C.R.C. appointed in Chicago, 
Illinois, 11/22,23/47 by the National Board of the N.N.C. and the National 


Conference of the C.R.C. 
FFREED REESE [¢ 
The information furnished EY ss of a press 
release dated 1/12/48 in which it was announced that with the merger of the 


New York offices of the N.N.C. and C.R.C. thé Cultural Division of the N.WN.C. 

woulc be reorganized as an independent organization carrying on the same func- Ps 
tions under the title of the7ommittee For The Negro In The Arts". The initi- Z ‘ 
ating sponsors Nee new organization were listed as MARGARE BSTER, PAUL. a 


RRORESOW and CARL 5 agen Contained in this press release was a™~list of the 
artists, writers, so forth, who have aided in the formation of the 


new organi retione 
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dvised that upon inquiry at the 


office of the National Negro Congress, 507 Lenox Avenue, New York City, om 

2/8/48 he was advised that the National Negro Congress has been completely 

dissolved. He observed that the former, members of the N.N.C. staff at the 

headquarters, REVELSNCAYTON and THE NALE, were no longer employed there, 

The office at 3507 Len ape is now occupied by the Civil Rights Congress, — 
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and is managed by BERT\ALVES who is in the process of organizing a Harlem -/;"* 
Branch of the Civil R Pa ae 


ts Congress to supplement the work of the defunct 
National Negro Congress. — 
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In the "New York Times" dated 2/9/48, pege 25, column 5, there ap- 
peared the following notice: "The more serious and talented young negro 
musicians received an ‘open hearing' last night at Town Hall. They were pre- 
sented by the Committee For The Negro In The Arts, which has taken over the 


musical program of the now dissolved Cultural Division of the National Negro 
Congress." 


With the dissolution of the National Negro Congress this case will, 


in the immediate future, be closed with the Saemtoeien of a Foner’ Bomber 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January leth, 1948 


a The National offices of the National 


Negro Congress and the Civil Rights Congress have merged, *The Cultural 


Division of the National Negro Cohgress is being reorganized as an ih- 


"dbp ne lent organization carrying on the same fungtions under the title of 
A thé ‘committee for the | ere in the Arts’, | , : 
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(Tesued dy the Joint Committee of the NNC and CRC appointed in Chicago, Ille, Fov- 
ember 22-23, 1947, by the National Board of the National Fegro Congress, and the 
Wational Conference of the Civil Rights Congress) 
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' The recent decisions of the National Board of the Rational Neero Congress 
ana the National Conference of the Civil Rights Congress to merge the national of- 
fices of gur two organizations mark an historic event of primary importancee This 
merger gives organizational expression to the developing alliance between the Negro 
freedom movement and the broader struggle against the curren? drive of reaction to 

| — out the historic freedons of the whole American people. 
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| oe hee ‘Daring the past eleven years the National Negro Congress has pioneered 
o," ib the struggle for Negro democratic rights, and has done much to build unity be.” 
9, tween the Negro people and all labor-progressive forces in our country. During the 
“past two decades the Civil Rights Congfess and its forerunners (i.e.,; International © 
“ labor Defense; Natjonal Federation for Constitutional Liberties, the Michigan Civil 
., Rights Federation and other civil rights groupe) have waged an uncompromising fight 
: for the constitutional rights of trade unions, the foreign born, political minori- 
ties, and the Negro people, and have sought to unite these and other oppressed . 
i Y 5 “groups in the growing movement to preserve and extend American democratic liber- 
*,- . flese Weare certain that the merger of NNC and CRC will now serve to strengthen 
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a) 3 * The Stticers and ational Board of the Civil Rights Si ccaa' look upon, 
z a ‘tis ie~CRO merger as a challenge to intensify the struggle for Negro rights, to 
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full-time staff for the service of the Harlem community in which the 
RNC office is located. 
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As iathor ised by the recent National Conference of ‘the Civil Rights ' 
Congress (Chicago, Ill., Nov. 21-23), there shall be established within 
q the next few weeks a Negro Righte Committee of the Civil Rights Congress, 


with responsibility for planning and directing bord 9 1p om program of 
_CRC in thie field. This Committee will seek especially to jmplement thd 


report of the President's Committee on Civil Rights as rogarde the demo- . 
Rit rights of the Negro peoples. 
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| One of the truly important political divelopneate in America s the. 
9 Owing unity and militancy of the Negro people in their struggle against increas- 
Sate eiviie Crow oppreésione + By its very nature, this struggle greatly strengthens 
- the fight for protection of the civil rights of all Americans. The NNC-CRC merger 
‘adds to Civil Right & Congress new strength and resources and enables it thereby 
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There is attached hereto for your approval a letter to all 
SAC*s concerning a new program which has been outlined by the National 
Board of the Communist Party, indicating that the Party is going to 
concentrate its efforts of infiltrating the ranks of the National Associatim a! it 
for the Advancement of Colored People ane allow he National Negro Congress t0,j 
slowly go out of existence. 
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This information consists of minutes taken at “the Nations’ ay we 


Meeting of the National Negro Congress held November 22, 1947, at 

Hull House, Chicago, Illinois. These minutes concerned themselves 
with summery discussion and decisions by the National Board of the 
National Negro ee They are being furnished to you for your 
information, c ' - 
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1, Ap audited statement of aceots and liabilities cs as 
Zovesber 16th, 1947 was preseatec, indicating a deficit ef §709.50. 
It wae indicated that this report was a tentative one and that « 
final financial statecent would be preemted in writing to a) a2 
bers of the Katicnal Board. -. 


ele = 2. Mas the report be accepted as tentative © 
pending final madi'ed et.tonat. 
3, Tat a small ceomr:'ice We es*atliagnes to 
wr Out liquidctisna cf ali Wile, 


at er 


=~ % 


fF. 


, 


all ‘ 


yt The letter of resignation from te chifms- otis of we . 
Bational Begro Congress frem Dr. Max Tergan, whitch La: See orist HC, 
all Board “esbers, wae read, Dr. Yergrn indicete: ris reemoa for ¢ 
resigning as a lack of time for EEC work and iniicated the r-simqe- ‘ 
tion wuld be effective as of the date of his letter (So:e)d:r /, 39°77). 

Mr. Seith moved te reject the resimat‘ion. V.. & th, 
@eekinz om his motion, said be felt the resignation soc!t Ye se 
Secteé dbecanse the motive in resignizg mms pot as stated i= ir, 
Tergm's letter, tut was tied aw with the whole question of the 
future of KRC. 

e Mr. Ellis moved t table tce resignation until potsat 3 
on the acenéa ees dealt with. “he potion to table ams defeated, 
Mr, Szith's motion to reject the resignation was aleo defeate.; and 
@ wotion to accept the sesignatics was placed ané carried, 
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~@B The statement oa the future of HVC embodying the pro= 
vosal t serge with the BC Maticral Office with the Civil Rigtts 
Congress, as sent te all Board sercers and a cusber ef Council 
-lesGers, was read, After an extented Aiscassiozn on the proposals, 
@ motion was made and carried to accept the proposals as fu llined. 
The following persons voted ia favor of the propo 
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Reference is made to Detroit letter dated March 13, 1948, pone 
a photographic copy of the mimtes of the National Board meeting of the ‘ 
National Negro Congress held at the Hull House, Chicago, Illinois, on November 
22, 1947, in which it was revealed that th planned to merge with the CRC, . 


There has been no indication of a merger of the CRC and NNC in Detroit; 
however, the Detroit Council of the NNC has relinqished its office at 1l4 
Erskine, Detroit, Michigan, and this ew. is not aware of any aed on 
the part of this organization. | | | PP 
It should be noted that an article appearing in the Deceaber 28, 1947, _ 
issue of the Michigan Herald, a Communist Party newspaper in Detroit, reported © 
that the Ann Arbor Chapter of the NNC had voted to apply for a National 


Association For Advancement of Colored People charter, | * - 7D 


On May 26, RSet the NAACP in bs 
Detroit, Michigan, advised that he had never heard of the proposed application , 
by the NIC or its acceptance, He was of the opinion that the NAACP would not | 
consider such an application and if it had he would undoubtedly know about it, 


In view of the above circumstances this case is being referred upon ; 
completion to the office of origin. | | 
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A number of loyalty forms concerning employees from thePanama 
Canal Zone reflect membership in the above captioned organizations. The 
Washington Field Office is requested to ascertain from the files of ONI 
and the Intelligence Division of the Department of the Army whether — 
of the captioned orgenizations are affiliated with organizations of - 
‘similar name in the United States and whether any of these organi zations 
are or have been engaged in activity that would aeons! them within ae :: 
purview of Executive. Order wee paid. cs 
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The weadte of your inquiry should reach the Bureau not ater” : 
“Shan May 20, 1948. . “eo 
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For the assistance of the Washington Field office, the Bureau has 
~ copy of an intelligence report dated July 5, 1943, issued by the Intelligence 
, ABE Vision. of the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, serial #87-43, 
7 Menogran Index Guide #202-300 over 102-200, entitled, "Panama - People and 
/§ocial Forces = Foreign Groups-Negroes," which reflects that the Isthmian 
; “pilggro Youth Congress showed no evidence of communism, subversion or 
activity inimical to the interests of the United States at the present 
tine (1943). The Bureau also has a copy of a Military Attache Report 
#520, Military Intelligence Division, W.D.G.S., dated November 13, 1944, 
for Panama and the Canal Zone, entitled, “Isthmian Negro Youth Congress,® 
I.G. #6750 over x2010. This report mentions the part played by the = 
Isthmian Negro Youth Congress in the celebration of the Independence of 
Panama and points to cooperation existing between the Isthmian Negro Youth 
- Congress and various leftist elements of Panama. _ (64~31445) $OOne0~5) 
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proceedings of this conference. The report reflected that under a special 
-order of business the Executive Secretary of the National Negro Congress, , 
THE LMS. » informed the conference that the Executive Board of the National 
Negré Congress at a special meeting in Chicago voted to accept the invita-.~. 
tion previously extended by the Civil Rights Congress for closer cooperation - 
between the two organizations, offering to "consolidate its forces with that 
of the Civil Rights Congress This National Negro Congress proposal was 
adopted unanimously and the conference -voted to set up a joint committe of 
both organizations to arrange details of the merger with the Civil Rights 
Congress with respect to program and organization, | 
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Civil RickS ‘Congress, according to » Gide Wescren * T:" y “ahi on 


rember 24, 1947, is an organisation coming within the purview of Executive oe 
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concérning the Commumist Party's concentration in several Negro orgar 
tions, principally tne National Negro Congress and the National iaseeiaticn 
for the Advancement of Colored People, a decision was made to form a new 
Negro comission to be known as the Illinois Negro Commission of the Com 
munist Party. Apparently this commission was to be the directing factor 

in the Party's activities in the jeld. Among those to be included 
in this ner comission = Gl 
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concerning the National Negro Congress. advised that he planned a campaign 
on behalf of the National Negro Congress in the communities where there are 
large numbers of Ne in industry. He specifically mentioned Auto, Packing, 
and Farm Equipment, greed that there would have to be an over-ell driw, 
but that the matter s taken up with the Secretariat since it involved 
trade unions in addition to the Communist Party. 
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ure of the National Negro Congress was discussed and the 
neral opinion was expressed that the National Negro Congress would not .. 
survive and should be liquidated. It was felt that Negro unity could best 


be welded through the Civil Rights Congress rather than through the National 


Negro Congress. It was also suggested at this time that if the National 
Negro Congress were Liquidated, SAINI be placed as a full-time worker 
in the Civil Rights Congress, OR, Se TD 
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j /47 at Chicago, + 
747° Tli., a merger of the NNC and the Civil Rights” 
“+ vt + Congress was effected.-A statement ‘of merger - ee 
* was issued 12/4/47,- signed by ‘a joint committee: 
LL INFCFNATION CONTAINED of the NNC and CRC, which statement reflected 
PEs IS VNTLASSIFIED the merger was made Sto give organizational 
bape iS SHOWN _ expression to developing the alliance between 
_ the Negro freedom movement and a broader struggle 
~ against the current drive of reaction to stamp. ~ 
out the historic freedoms of American people.®* ... 
On 12/8 the CRC announced plans for the creation 
‘ute OL Civil Rights::Committee.on Negro-Rights.%**": 
The National Office of the NNC at 607 Lenox Avenue, 
NYC, has been converted into the Harlem Branch of 
the CRC. Constitution of the NNC obtained. et 
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. and the subsequent merger with the Civil Rights Congress (CRC). 


INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DISSOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


NY co 


_ DETAILS: 


This report is submitted for’ ee | purpose of neeean deena the infor- 
mation received concerning the dissolution of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS (NNC) 


The first part 
of the report will contain information relative to the dissolution of the NX. 
The second part of the report will contain information ee the general ° 
activity of the NNC sage to the CTSSOLUCION. 
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the National Roard of the Communist Party to 
disband = NNC. ommunist Party 
fonetionsry of Distric >» was delegated by the Party to carry out the directives 
made by the National Board concerning the dissolution of thes HNC. - 


the Philadelphia pa it of the NATIONAL 
ed upon receipt of orders from the National 
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reported that nothing definite was plannec 


Ms meeting relative to wnat steps the former members of the NNC should a 
take in the ma either the NAACP or another progressive Negro °; 1 el 
organization. ee that the Washington Council: of the aC ee 
was officially dissolved at this meeting. es " a , 
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made available to Seeetal’ Agents 
of the Detroit Office, the minutes taken at 
rd meeting of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS held November 22, 
1947, at Hull House, Chicago, Illinois. This information has been fumished 
to the Bureau.: A summary of infomation contained in-.the mimtes reflects 
the wee concerning the future of the NNC = 
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It was reported that as of November 18, 1947, the NATIONAL NEGRO 

CONGRESS was operating at a deficit of $709.50. “A statement on the future ~ 

of the NNC embodied the proposal to merge’the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS and 

the CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS. This statemght was read, a vote was taken and it 

was agreed that such a-merger should ffected. <A committee consisting of 

_ THEDVA DALE, ERNEST“THCMPSON amd DOXE ON was selected and was empowered 
to work with the ‘committee of the CrVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS to effect the merger. 

It was pointed out that definite steps should be made to assure that the CIVIL 
RIGHTS CONGRESS will carry forward vigorously the NNC'S historic struggles for | 
Negro cemocratic rights. The committee was enpowered to handle all problems ~ _ 
- with regard to the physical closing of the office of the NNC and to officially. 
make a notification of the merger of the two organizations. It was agreed that 
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. ‘the-National Board members of the NNC should assist the local councils of the . 
+. organization in liquidating the outstanding indebtedness of each council. 


a copy of 
the "Statement of the Merger of the National Negro Congress with the Civil is) D 
Rights Congress." <A copy of this statement has been previously forwarded to 
the Bureau. A summary of pertinent partsd this statement —!. on the 
future of the NN is set out below: 
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"The recent decisions of the National Board of the NNC and 
the National Conference of the Civil Rights Congress to merge 
the national offices of our two organizations mark a historic 
event of primary importance. This merger gives organisational . 
expression to the developing alliance between the Negro freedom 
movement and a broader struggle against the current drive of 4 
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"1. The Civil Rights Congress invites all‘ paid up members ~. 
.*: Of the National Negro Congress to transfer their member- 
ship to the Civil Rights Congress and the latter will 
issue current membership cards to such NNC members without 
payment of additional membership fees. 


The Civil Rights Congress invites the cooperation on a 
local and national scale of all former National Board 
members of the NNC, many of whom have atready been in-. 


vited to serve ona eussones aware of the Civil Rights 
* Congress. <~-- ast .* Kee > 


The Civil Kights Congress invites the autonomous local 
councils of the National Negro Congress to merge with 
chapters of the Civil Rights Congress or to reorganize 
themselves as Civil Rights Congress affiliates. 


The National Negro Congress agrees to turn over all » 

pertinent records and office equipment, leases, etc., 
’ jn its national office to the Civil Rights Congress , 

of New York which has already undertaken to provide 

a full time-staff for the service of the Harlem Con- 

munity, in which the NNC office is located. 


As authorized by the recent national conference of the 

Civil Rights Congress (Chicago, Illinois, November 21- 

23rd) there shall be established within the next few 

weeks a Negro Rights Committee of the Civil Rights — iat, 

' Congress with responsibility for plaming and directing “5 °* — 
the national program of the Civil Rights Congress in e , 
this field. This committee will seek especially to 
implement the report of the President's Committee on 
Civil Rights as regards the democratic rights of the 
Negro people. 


As ‘authorized by the Civil Rights Congress national 
convention there shall be organized a mass anti-lynch 
crusade for the purpose of insisting upon the immediate 
passage of the Anti-Lynch Law.* 


The staterent of merger was signed by the following three members 
for the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS: 
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ERNEST THOMPSON . —- mber of the National Board 
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| Me following stened for’. the crv ams CONGRESS : 

’” Chairman ‘of the National Board 

‘National Executive Director 3 

:, Executive. Secretary. of the New, “site wi 5 
cig: ae, ) York Civil Rights: Congress SE, , 
"s eit wee yer, *& 4 4 ire eri BTA Ss: e Lape : it * na : ies e's ¢ 

= “epadly Worker® of ‘November 25, 1947, Page 5, Column :. carried i ;, 

. ‘brief pee ios Re of “the ‘merger, "of" ‘the, ATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS , ‘and the CIVIL ~ 

RIGHTS CONGRESS . 7 oa me if 
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Le * - In the New Jork "Horld-Telegran* of December 2, 1947, ‘water the 
ete? by-line of FREDERIC SLIMAN, "World-Telegram" staff writer, there eeeres 

or7s- an article recording \the merger .of..the’. two. organizations oe “he: following is . 
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Ce ee “te. } %. AS : 
i <a, ®The, Communist’ party. has “decided + to scrap one of ite? 


pet fronts, ‘the National Negro Congress’ and ‘concen~*" 

trate on infiltrating the National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People, the country's 

foremost non-political Negro organizations, with 

1509 branches ond 580,000 members. 

a ee Dn a ioe oth MACS ott hs. ape oi 

es Adi secret. decision: to liquidate its ll-vyear—old front ° 
i os among. the Negroes and try to capture branches of the: | ote. 
ahi i: %«.+.4 NAACP. wag, reached last sen wy. ‘the: Communists”, » Pi ha -oscgnale 
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The article continues’ -*. 


"Walter Thite, executive sere of the NAACP, 
meanwhile told the World-Telegram\today that the 
Communist party has already tried (to infiltrate eight 
of its branches. ean 5 


"'We cracked down quickly,' Mr. Maite said, ‘and will 
continue to be watchful.' 
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®'Tt has long been Moscow's tactics to direct its local 
Communist parties to concentrate on persons most ex- 
ploited.: This is nothing new to us. i But we won 1S 
let any political party to come am Wane SSOSare our. . as 
policy or use the NAACP for its own purposes. Medica” 


cc ee Ya undoubtealy*he*added, "it wasToriginally ‘the st eat MRS TS 
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Liege dn te. cctves®, for. Socata needa Page ;#0oLumn iy ahr 
~ in an article entitled,’ "Face to Face" by. Soe the question of #4 » ts 
the merger of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS and ‘the RIGHTS CONGRESS was 
_taken up. In this article DAVIS, who is a member of the National Board of my. ; 
.the Communist Party, pointed out that the merger of the two organizations . cr. art 
would bring about a much more-effective, unified and broad defense of the. ee ai. anit x 
e~-civil-liberties*of the*Negro: people, labor and all the other minorities now'f."°" * 
. Se under violent attack. DAVIS stated that this merger will be enthusiastically “ eae 
“"\ welcomed by all who see the Fascist ‘danger to ‘civil rights and‘ by all who * £E ac. 
Pees realize that the more organizations get together -to fight- back ss either through ™*: | 
""” -merger or through some other form of collaboration,-the more chance” there is 


of ay defending the seat aoe sibertics of the American people. | 


) DAVIS criticized the estieie ‘an the ‘"World-Telegran" by FRED WOLTMAN : 
_ mentioned heretofore. DAVIS also severely criticized WALTERCWHITE, Executive , pownctte 
ste Reece o> og the NAACP, for his statements made to —: ! 33 og Oe 

advised that the offices of ‘the maTro%uL, 4 hig dg 
~: NEGRO CONGRESS at 307 Lenox Aveme, New York City; have*been’ n-over by the 4 r 


“<<: Harlem Branch of the CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS. He stated that BE VES has 


| of the Harlem Branch of the CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS. 
"(aii ‘former staff members of the NNC | 
“+. ‘THEIMA were no longer employed at the headquarters. re 

| that all former members of the NNC in New for y . 
an i the CIVIL RIGHTS 2 ee indicated that the 


‘” xecords and membership lists of the NNC are in _possession of the. CRC. - alt 
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vised" ‘that’ in January 1948," a statenent’ fd 
*.l was made by the merged NNC and CRC to the effect that the Cultural Division of top 
-. the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS was being reorganized as an independent organization 
and would carry on the same functions under the title of the "Committee for the 
: >. Negro in the Arts." It was reported that the purpose of the committee is "to © 
‘procure the fullest participation of the Negro in the arts, culturally as well. 
as practically. In addition, we shall work to influence the public in accepting 
the Negro on the same basis as every other American artist, granting him free 
expression in any and all of the arts." The initiating sponsors of the organi- 


zation were listed as follows: — Sg ; 
- os MARGARET WEBSTER  -—=—FRANKLIN- P< “ADAMS 


PAUL? ROBESON 
csonae ABBOTT 
-o we otk. tons fae F~ ADAM IC * een vz “a , 
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’ , ete Shae ew «te s 2a . 2  debele we ad sees nig A. “hte a x et — 

wr r 10099693. ete Satie Hee Bae ghee Sr ae a” 
eee a> ie a. & oh San ss , eet ig, we ‘ A - pL wee ge’ 2a 
ais "New York Times* of. Februa Praydeae, Page 25," Colugn'6,”" ey 
reported that the "Comittee for the ‘Negro ne all pcre es! a program , 
at Town Hall on February 8, (1948. * =" ee 


aici TRA and SEP reported that the 
: "Committee for the Negro ‘the not been active in the New York 
- |: area. -The informants were of ‘the opinion thatthe organization was first “f=. 
established to take care of the immediate interests of 
of the Cultural Division of the’ NATIONAL NEGRO: CONGRESS. 
_ Teported, howeyer, that ‘the work, of the | committee would dies 
“over by other progressive organizations in Hew" York. City and the ‘comiittten ’ 2 7 
would gradually dissolve. ~ i: ~~ - ba 
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a copy of the Constitution of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGHESS which was 4? D 
forwarded to this office.~’A copy: oF" the Constitution is being ‘submitted - a. 
to the Bureau with this FOpPOrte. ie HE My. Uphi gen et” Magee ey 
es tay eae et 4 fe ‘aed? 3 - 7 aa ¥ * hy a fay Ke -* + re 
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Peed ss th ae rs Ch =. Pins Tes em: a Trace sage: a ales ee eer s., 
GENERAL ACTIVITY OF THE NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS © PRIOR TO ITS DISSOLUTION | 


a 70 
a memorandum to the council leaders and national board members of the NATIONAL 


vé".% NEGRO CONGRESS which was submitted by the Crganization Department. * This memo- 
ss _.j. Yandum concerned the membership campaign sponsored by the NNC from June 2, 194, 

2" to May 30, 1947. In this memorandum it was pointed out that the total quota : 
+ RF: a -for new members in .the;NNC was_set,.at .76 150 members. |The national pepre-; dey. 
sentatives in charge of the pogpnieaic say ys — are as follows: : 
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In the Midwest 
Ohio: 


Tllinois, Indiana, New York, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts: 


- 


AO 


‘ride 


ae ‘ . 
’ J ¢ , 4 : nue o wn . 4 
*, ad = 25 ** ’ . 4 te 
A ne Sn) OS 


New Jersey: 
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we a report of erence of Negro Trade Umionis Magi 
». and their Sponsors.% Th: Pocsteveanctle tai held.on March:23,°1947-at Tom™“iMooney’: Ait S : 
| Hall, 13 Astor Place, New York City. The temporary officers of this conference ~ . 
were “DON SMITH, Chairman, CHARLES COLLINS, Secretary and ° mee 4 CAYTON.® a‘! 22627 
_ review of this report reflects, that at this 2. conker 
"were adopted on “whe: promeatees i Questions s Sue Soe 
2 Job and Economic Security a is Sree > 
ee ee rte Anti-Labor legislation ..— . Pe ee ae on 
: “a ore Poli a < Sarees | ek ON EE Sees 
Be ney Co te esky aati -s0tespolitical® ‘action iM Liseectee BiZir sect Cae? <n a MAM SS 
"a ie Bae." Gwe Raaeee fer Minority Parties i" - ae gee 
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Seale ::'§ Negro Trade Union Delegation to Europe en BS a 2 ee es 
ra “op WY. DAY, cries Sey tie Pe pk ea me a AF “te entre ze: 
- review of the items set forth under each of the above mentioned 
topics revealed that the conference followed the current Comnunist Party line 
in each of these matters. In the h cxghves of Ste ape he the following 
-.. . .items were noted: _ 7 re | 
Wake. * ere di *‘“h-* “er . ihectiuccw cies? ea Mee Fo ewe Pera - s, Matoede Pes. Wine peasl® > andl + 
Le ee ee * *+'- Urge the: dAmerican people to demand the inmediate,, « 
Le eee Wied kl “stig « revocation: of.‘the Truman policy of. pnilateral - “4 -: 
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ae: ge 81S i as T° oppose relief and arms. “to Fationalist China “ 
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ctw: | “To demand that ‘Sins place on’ the United Nations 
| agenda the question of Franco Spain ‘> 
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4 al demand the release of American seamen ll | 
3 prisoners by the British in Palestine 
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5. To support the relief programs and oppose armaments 
shipment 
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6. To demand (of Truman, Dewey, et al) that Marshall's 
statement of democracy be app to Negroes. in America 


2 a i hy -P; , 
: a a soe’. ab 2) “ee Shika : Shy sth Pic Le; wa ‘sf a a. _* 1 Sy Said aT anne 


Er ot Cee ot bk 
Pp - Me “y _s 
1, ¥ ; 4? ’ 
Ae aoe 
S Naso 


‘ 


: 
; sv y g* 
SF-Sbed og 


: 


2 <4 


* 
“3 


°. . ‘oe ‘ae ” ey 
ey “s P 
- Fs te, 


ty 


= 
. 


. ~ . ies . 
Se SNOT EY See ssa: 
“ix 
Boge, oe 


‘- x ”. Ne eta ott: 


oo 


7 
Se “cS Sue *.5.” 
i of JS. ° Ve 3 A 


« <” 4 


*« al 
7 
‘st? 


—— Se 1 eek Ee he Bl hme 


- my 20037653. EE EG see Ee 
omg vere ez Aye Ayko tap tee emis soc abut mie ret ‘sale AEE 


To send delegates to Washington-to Lacs ogy n eae W  % 
>, present foreign policy got ge Moegat St & :% 


“*To instruct the Contituations Oumabtes to urge’ ¢ FS we Bese 

,_ .. the State Department to use-its influence touts. = oak 0 tags Fa 

open ‘doors of whe sy mes bad ‘ae. cons rane ig, :. pt os alee 
gt» ge &, 7s . = nt "So - c= ; ‘ Ree és , ta 5 


ie ay De ba > 


a To damand that ‘our * knowledge of ‘atomic energy (yg. ‘S 
“+ be*used for full’ employment, security and for. ae C. . itd 
industrial uses, and not as a war weapon 


: <——e. that the San Antonio Council. - 
;-3* 8 the 2 NEGRO came inactive as of the Spring of 1947. ~-- ..: 
bs Sg reported that there was no. activity on the part ‘of: the council ~’ ’ 


prior actual disbandment of the ee 4." 


é ot ee +e gs - 
| dvised that the. Detroit Council of . 52 
i - the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS was inactive for’a period of: approximately one gD 
“ year prior to its official disbandment. 
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reported that the New York Council 
of the NATIONAL NEGRO CQNGRESS became inactive in the Spring of 1947 when 
1: 4t became known that , the presidert of the” 


-- would resign from the leadership of the organization. stated 
_ ..* that a regional office of the organization at 607 Lenox Avenue, for approxi-~- 
-" mately one year prior to the time the organization was. ,dissolved,..was having...» - 
i ~ great difficulty in meet t jal indebtedness of the organization : = 
.. +» throughout the country. ciel: that the organization actually £ 
ceased to operate fully a year ore the official step was taken by the 


members of the National Board of the Communist Party and the members of the | 
NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS to dissolve the organization.’ 
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In view of the fact that information received shows that the 
NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS has actually dissolved and the activities of the 


organization taken over by the CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS, this case is being 
closed. 
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PREAM BLE 


During an epoch in history when the major human effort is toward 
building a civilization wherein freedom, security, dignity and peam vrould 
be guaranteed for all mankind, the National Negro Congress was born as aD « 


AInstrunent for the attainment of these goals, especially in reference to 
tha American Negro. 
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This epoch in human development has been sharpened as & result 
of the second world war which embraced people of every continent ani offgin | 
as _they united to ®feat the brutal hand of fascism which threatened ‘the 
very existence of our civilization. The National Negro Congress vas born 
ox ring e period characterized by the rising movement of oppressei1 peoples 
tour wW.cff the yoke of colonial exploitation? Today the discc-<ry of 


ito.f i yor further challenges mankind to win the strugele for freedom 
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” The National Negro Congress sprang into existence out, of the 
SE heart of the Negro people's’ deop and passionate yearning for and éeternin- 
Se ee eticcr to achieve full dignity and equality of existence among the*prcylics ~ 
be 5 em -“of -ths“tarths The National Negro Congress inherits the rich contributions 
: “of ie Xegre people to the. best traditions of America embracing the 
». Te: 3¢,2 ng courage of Crispus Attucks, © "Frederick Douglass; Sojourner Truth, 
“GReriol, yaar Vepoy, Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman and Doris Willer, - 4% 
, : = >} oS. Re Y 
: A The National Negro Congress is an anti-fascist instrument’ 
. of atedss of an oppressed people with their allies, pledged to carry 
Ye: = fo fward the bilitant spirit of that people. It gathers strength fiom 4 
"the wrking class unity of Negro and white workers within tho organized 
Laver movement, and in other peoples’ organizations. ‘The program of the 
National Negro Congress must be a common ground upon which all people. 
: ‘Suicrested in Negro rights and the promotion of domocracy for all 
= Ananiéand’can meet’ and pool their strength and resources toward the _ 
: fem »~ social, economic and political freedom. The Congress secks to. 
exsteyve Lie objectives through constructive and united action with lator; -, 
ie (susch, civit and yety minded Americans. | bo +. 
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ARTICLE II 


The objects of this Organization are: 


"1. To secure for the Négro people full citizenship rights, especially 
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tho se guaranteed by the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the 
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Secretary, 
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